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RULES OF THE SOCIETY.

I.—That the Society be called the “ WILLIAM SALT ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.”

IT.—Tle leading object of the Society shall be the editing and printing of original
documents relating to the County of Stafford, to which, however, may be
added papers selected by an Editorial Committee, illustrative of the same, or
coming under any of the eight following heads :—

(@) Abstracts of the Monastic Chartularies, and of Ancient Family Deeds, with
the names of witnesses and fac-similes of seals; Genealogies of Nobility
and Gentry (accompanied by proofs), Heraldic Visitations, and other
papers touching the general history and descent of properties and families.

(8) Printing and editing of the Public Records relating to the County,including
the Exchequer or Pipe Rolls, the Assize Rolls, Fine Rolls, Inquisitions,
Perambulations of Forests, Subsidy Rolls, and Assessments, &c., &e.

(¢) History of Parishes and of Manors, and of Manorial Customs and Tenures,
illustrated by Copies of, or reference to, original grants.

(d) Church Notes hitherto unpublished, such as Ecclesiastical Surveys, Extracts
from Episcopal and Parish Registers, Copies of Epitaphs, and Description
of Monuments and Ecclesiastical Buildings, Abstracts or Copies of Wills,
&e.

(e) Notices of British and Roman Remains, and Roads and Buildings, and the
Antiguities generally of the District.

(f) Autograph Letters and other Documents relating to the Civil War.

(9) Notices of distinguished Worthies, Broadsides, Election Squibs, &c.

(%) Correspondence, in which enquiries may be made and answered, on any of

the above subjects, and miscellaneous information, including corrections of
errors.

I11.—The general affairs of the Society shall be managed by a Council of ten, of
whom five shall be trustees of the William Salt Library, and nominated by
them, from time to time, and five shall be elected at an Annual Meeting of
the Subscribers. The Council shall be empowered to delegate, if they see fit,
the selection of the papers to be printed, to an Jditorial Committee. Of the
Council, three shall be a quorum, and in case of equality "of votes, tlieir
Chairman shall have a casting vote,

1V.—The Officers of the Society shall be a Treasurer, a Secretary, and an Auditor,
to be appointed by the Council. These Offices shall be honorary, but the
Council shall have power to appoint an Assistant Secretary to be paid at the
discretion of the Council, as the nature of his duties may warrant.

V.—The Subscription shall be One Guinea annually, to be paid in advance, upon the
first of January in each year, and such annual payment shall entitle each
Subscriber to the volume issued for the year of such subscription. Any
Subscriber shall be permitted to withdraw from the Society by giving notice of
his intention three months before the termination of any year of Subscription.

N.B.—To save trouble, it is recommended that the Members of the Society pay
their subscriptions to the Society’s bankers by revocable order upon their own
bankers, a printed form for which may be obtained from the Assistant Secretary.
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The Whlliny Salt Archeological Socicty.

GENERAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 12tH, 1901.

Tur Twenty-third Aunual Meeting of the Society was held at
the William Salt Library, on the 12th November, 1901. The
Chair was taken by the President, Lord Wrottesley. There were
also present: Lord Hatherton, Sir Reginald Hardy, Mr. W. C. T.
Mynors (the Mayor), the Revs. K. Collett, S. W. Hutehinson,
F. G. Inge, ¥. P. Parker, S. Lees, Edward Salt, F. J. Salt,
G. 8. Tyaek, F. J. Wrottesley, and Messrs. S. B. Bamford,
W. Wells Bladen, H. Bladen, W. S. Brough, W. Fowler Carter,
W. H. Duignan, I. E. Everett, W. Morgan, Colonel Mort, and the
Assistant Seeretary, Mr. J. W. Bradley. The Honorary Seeretary,
Major-General Wrottesley, was absent owing to illness.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and signed
by the Chairman, the Lleport of the Editorial Committee was
read by the Rev. F. P. Parker, as follows :

REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
YEAR 1900-1901.

The Committee have to report that Volnme 1V, New Series, was
issued to the Subscribers in July of this year, and the new
Volume is well advanced, over 190 pages being in type.
Its contents will consist of the history of the Giftards of
Chillington, which has been compiled by the Honorary



Secrctary, and a countinuation of the Plea Rolls of
Edward IV.* 1t is proposed to print the Chillington
deeds in extenso, as very few of them exist at the present
day.

All outstanding debts of the Society have been defrayed,
excepting the honorarium of the Assistant Secretary, and
the balance at the Bank will enable this to be paid at any
time. The Balance Sheet also includes a sum of £17
which has been expended on account of future volumes.

As several cew Members have joined the Society, and some may
be present at this meeting, the Committee would welcome
any suggestions respecting the contents of futare volumes.

Mr. Parker also presented the Balance Sheet for the past year,
which had been audited by Mr. W. Morgan, the Honorary Auditor,
and showed a balance in favour of the Society of £79 15s. 4d.

Mzr. Parker then read the Report of the Assistant Secretary
for the past year, by which it appeared that the Society had lost
five Members by death during the year, and that two had -
withdrawn. -

The Members whose loss by death the Society have to deplore
were the Reverend Prebendary S. Plant, Mr. E. Hewitt of
Hanley, Mr. T. C. Salt, Mr. S. L. Seckham, and Mr. James
Slater.

The withdrawals were those of Mr. W. Hall Jones and Mr. C. B.
Sparrow.

Fourteen new Members had joined the Society, viz. :—

The Rev. F. H. Annesley, Seighford Vicarage; Mr. T. A.
Argles, Haregate, Leek; the Rev. E. A. Beresford, Hoby
Rectory, Leicestershire; Mr. S. B. Beresford, Seven Kings,
Essex ; Mr. Reginald Boucher, Kempsey House, Worcester;
Mr. Ed. J. Charles, Thelsford House, Moseley, Worcester-
shire; Mr. Samuel Lees, Hill Top, West Bromwich; Miss
Perry, The Wergs, Wolverhampton ; Mr. John F. T. Royds,
The Hill, Sandbach, co. Chester; the Rev. F. J. Salt,
Stafford View, Stafford ; Mr. George Thorneyeroft, Dunston
Hall, Penkridge; and the Rev. Francis J. Wrottesley,
Denstone Vicarage, Uttoxeter.

* As it was found these extracts from the Plea Rolls would not be sufficient
to fill the Volume, it was subsequently dctermined to substitute for them a
continnation of the Subsidy Roll of 1539.
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The extra subscriptions have afforded material aid to the
Society’s funds. They were as follows:—

3 A A A
In 1899 .. ~q .. 36 14 6
1 L0 s o b 4331, 3. *6

In 1901 .. da Tt Ak (65 K0

Muking'a, Total of 90 16 0

Eight Subscribers voluntarily continue the extra subscription
for the current year, for which the thanks of the Society
are due. '

J. W.B.

The Chairman then addressed the meeting, and invited
suggestions in regard to future work.

A discussion arose on the advisability of printing the
Inventories of Church Goceds, co. Stafford, made by the
Commissioners of Edward VI., and which had been lately
published for Shropshire by the Archewological Society of that
county, and the question was referred to the decision of the
Editorial Committee.* Mr. Lees suggested that the Protestations
of 1642 should be printed, and this question was likewise referred
to the Editorial Committee for their consideration.

The Chairman asked Sir Reginald Hardy to speak on the
progress made in the work of publishing the Parish Registers of
the county, and Sir Reginald then requested that such members of
the Parish Registers Society as were present would remain at the
close of the meeting, to consider the report of what liad been done
and the best method of forwarding the object of the Society, which
was to preserve and to print the ancient Parish Registers for this
county, as had been so successfully done for Shropshire.

Sir Reginald then proposed a vote of thanks to Lord Wrottesley
for coming from London to preside at the meeting, and desired to
convey the regret of all present at the enforced absence of
Major-General Wrottesley. This was seconded by Mr. Brough,
and carried unanimously. After a few words of thanks from
Lord Wrottesley, the meeting separated.

* Tt was afterwards discovered that these had been printed.


















CONTENTS OF PREVIOUS VOLUMES,

VOLUME 1.

The Staffordshire Pipe Rolls of 31 Henry I. (A.p.1130) and of 1 to 35 Henry II.
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Right Rev. Bishop Hobkouse pp. 241-288
The History of the Parish of Blymbhill, Part L. By the Hom. and Rev. George
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VOLUME II.
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Parr II.

Obligatory Knighthood, temp. Charles I., with the names of those Staffordshire
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from the originals in the Pubhc Record Office, by Henry Sydney Grazebrook,
Esy. Ve PD- 3—22

A Copy of the Arms taken in the Vlslta,tlon of the co. of Staﬂ"ord in the years
1663 and 1664. By William Dugdale, Esq., Norroy King of Arms; ; also the
names of those who disclaimed at the same date. Transcribed from the
Lansdowne MS,, 857, and annotated dy Henry Sydney Grazebrook, Esq.

Pp. 23-65
The History of the Parish of Blymhill (continued from Vol. I and completed).
By the Hon. and Rev. George Bridgeman .. o . pp- 69-147
VOLUME III.
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Staffordshire Suits, extracted from the Plea Rolls temp. Richard I. and King
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John. Abstracted from the William Salt Transeripts, and compared with
the Originals in the Public Record Office, by Major-General the Hon. Q.
Wrottesley . . pp. 165-177

The Staffordshlre Chartula.ry, Series 1 of Ancient Deeds Transcribed and
annotated by Major- General the Hon. G. Wrottesley .. pp. 178-231



Part 11,

The Visitation of Staffordshire, made by Robert Glover, Somerset Herald, A.p.
1583 ; illustrated by lithographs of Coats of Arms. Edited, with an intro-
duction and notes, by Henry Sydney Grazebrook, Esq. 5o pp. 1-155

A Note on the Pedigrees of the De Wasteneys Famlly By the Rev. F. P.
Parker, Rector of Colton 4t a0 .« pp.156-162

VOLUME 1IV.
Parr 1.

Plea Rolls, temp. Henry III. Suits affecting Staffordshire tenants, taken from
the Plea Rolls of the reign of Henry III., and abstracted into English. By
Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley he pp- 1-215

Final Concords, or Pedes Finium, Staffordshire, temp. Henr) TIL.  Abstracted
from the William Salt Transeripts, and compared with the originals in the
Public Record Office; to which have been added those of Warwickshire,
and of mixed counties to which Staffordshire tenants are parties. By Major-
General the Hon. G. Wrottesley .. pp- 218-263

The Chartulary of Ronton Priory, abstracted from the orlgmal MS. in the
British Museum. By Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley pp. 264-295
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PREFACE.

HaviNg undertaken a history of the Giffards of Chillington for
the William Salt Society, I found the work so obstructed
at every step by reason of the number of Giffards in various
parts of the country, many of whom bore the same Christian
name as the contemporary members of the Chillington branch,
that I have thought it advisable to preface the work by an account
of the other Giffard houses which formerly flourished in other
counties of England.

The necessity for a work of this kind will be appreciated when
it is stated that in the reign of Henry II there were two, if not
three, contemporary Walter Giffards. In the reigns of King John
and Henry III there were three Osbert Giffards more or less con-
temporary. In the reign of Edward I there were three contem-
porary William Giffards. In the reign of Edward II there were
four contemporary John Giffards. In the reign of Edward IIT there
were five contemporary John Giffards. And all these, it must
be understood, were men of importance, lords of manors, and large
landowners. The matter became further complicated when, as
often happened, they had wives of the same name; thus, in the
reign of Edward III there were two contemporary Edmund Giffards,
both of whom had wives named Margaret. Into this pitfall, I am
sorry to say, I fell, and I have mixed up these two Edmunds in
my extracts from the Plea Rolls in Vols. XIII and XIV of the
Stafordshire Collections.

The investigation of the subject has led me further than I
anticipated, and the following pages contain a sketch of thirty
branches of the Giffard family, all of which are now extinet.
To quote old Fuller's quaint description of the gentry of
Bedfordshire, “ Hungry time hath made a glutton’s meal on this
catalogue of gentry, and hath left but a very little morsel for



2V PREFACE.

manners remaining,” nor must it be assumed that the subject is
exhausted, for mention is to be found on the public records, of other
families of the same name, of which, however, the traces are so
slight, that without local knowledge it is impossible to give any
connected account of them—they are to be found, in fact, in nearly
every county of England as well as in France and Ireland. They
even penetrated across the border, and an important line of
Giffards was established in the Lowlands of Scotland as early as
the reign of William the Lion. On the Charter Roll of the second
year of King John, there are letters of safe conduct for the
Abbot of Aberbrothock, William Cumin and William Giffard,
ambassadors from William King of Scots to King John.!

The work has been very laborious, owing to the number of
authorities it has been necessary to consult, but I have derived
considerable assistance from Mr. Hardinge F. Giffard, for which I
have tc express my acknowledgments and best thanks.

G. W.

I The second title of the Marquesses of Tweeddale, viz., the Earl of Gifford, is
derived from the Giffards of Yester in Scotland, although they pronounce the G-
hard. The preposition is likewise improperly used, as the name is a patronymic
and was never territorial. According to Sir David Dalrymple’s dunals a Hugh
Giffard of Yester died in 1267.















THE GIFFARDS.

Praxcug, in his well-known work on the Conqueror and his
Companions, describes Walter Giffard, the patriarch of this family,
as “the progenitor of a race from which the noblest families in
England may he proud to trace their descent,” and to this it
‘may be added that there are few families of which the members
have risen to so many high offices in the State, or have been
distinguished in so many spheres of life. Walter Giffard was
one of the Commissioners appointed by the Conqueror for the
compilation of Domesday. His brother William Giffard was
Bishop of Winchester and Chancellor under the first three
Norman Kings of England. Richard Giffard was a Justiciary
appointed under the Constitutions of Clarendon in the reign of
Henry II. Godfrey Giffard was Bishop of Worcester and Chan-
cellor to Henry III, his brother Walter was Archbishop of York
and Chancellor to the same king. Hugh Giffard was Constable of
the Tower of London in 1235, and his son Alexander was
distinguished in the Crusade of 1240. To come to more recent
times, William Giffard, an eminent English Jesuit, rose to
the position of Archbishop of Rheims and Duke and Peer of
France in 1622. The Giffards of Chillington and Whiteladies
played a conspicuous part in the preservation of Charles II after
the battle of Worcester. A member of the same house,
Dr. Bonaventure Giffard, was the first Vicar Apostolic of England
and is famous for the panegyric upon him in the pages of
Macaulay. In the domain of literature they occupy a place in
the persons of William Giffard, the editor of the Quarterly
Review, Humphrey Giffard, the Elizabethan Poet, and Andrew
Giffard the Antiquary and Librarian of the British Museum.
Robert Giffard of Exeter rose to the position of Chief Justice
of the Common Pleas in 1824, and was elevated to the rank of a
baron in the same year, and at the present day a Giffard has
been raised to the rank of an Earl, and has held the post of Lord
Chancellor of Great Britain under two sovereigns and under

three administrations.
B 2



4 I'HE GIFFARDS.

Walter Giffard “ the elder,” as he is styled in the chronicles of
Orderic Vitalis and William de Jumiéges, flourished between the
years 1035 and 1084. The story of his relationship to the Ducal
House of Normandy is told by the latter historian, who relates
how the Earl Richard, being lodged in the hounse of one of his
foresters during a hunting "expedition, was so struck with the
beauty of the forester’s wife, he ordered her to he conducted at
night to his chamber. The forester sadly recounted these orders
to his wife, who, being a virtuous woman, consoled him by saying
that she would put in her place her sister Gunnora, who was
younger and much better looking than herself. This was done,
and the Duke, after he was informed of the deception passed upon
him, was rejoiced to find that he had not committed so great a
sin. Gunnora afterwards lived with him for many years as his
mistress, nuntil, wishing to promote Robert, one of his sons by her,
to the Archbishopric of Rouen, the Earl was informed that the
canonical laws would not permit an illegitimate son to be
consecrated, and for that reason he married Gunnora according to
Christian rites, and in this way legitimated all his offspring by
her.

The story “si non é vero & ben trovato,” but it bears too close
a resemblance to a well-known scriptural inecident, and was
probably invented by the monks to embellish the reputation of
Gunnora after she had become Duchess of Normandy. Like our
own Queen Elizabeth Woodville, in somewhat similar circum-
stances, Gunnora had a bevy of younger sisters whom she
promoted by marrying them to the sons of great Norman houses
who were in ward to the Duke, and in this way the third sister,
Avelina, was given in marriage to Osbern de Bolebec, Lord of
Longueville, by whom she had Walter Giffard the first, and
Godfrey, father of William d’Arques.

Walter married one of the daughters of Girard Flatel or
Fleitel, and had issue Walter Giffard the second and several
daughters, one of whom, Rohais, married Richard, the son of Earl
Gilbert! (de Briomne). As Duke Richard died in 996, even

! Histoire des Normands, by William of Jumicges, chapters 36 and 37. The
reader will note the origin of the names of Osbern and Gerard afterwards borne
by the Giffards. Gunnora is the Danish Gunnor, from which is derived
Gruinevra, Guinevére, and finally Grenevigve,
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allowing for the fact that Osbern de Bolebec was a mere youth at
the date of his marriage with Avelina, Walter -Giffard the first
must have been far advanced in life at the date of the conquest
of England in 1066, and this agrees with all we have been told
of him from other sources. He first appears in 1035, as a
companion of his brother-in-law, Hugh de Gournay, in the
abortive attempt of Edward, son of King Ethelred, to recover the
erown of England! He is next heard of in 1053, when he was
left by Duke William in command of the forces blockading the
Castle of Arques. For the invasion of England he found thirty
vessels and a hundred men-at-arms, and Wace informs us in his
Roman de Row that previous to the battle Raoul de Conches, the
hereditary standard bearer of Normandy, having asked to be quit
of the service that he might fight with greater freedom, the Duke
called to him Walter Giffard and desired him to bear the
gonfanon. Walter prayed to be excused on the ground that he
was too old and feeble. “For the mercy of God, Sire,” said the
old knight, “ look upon my white and bald head. My strength is
lmpaired, and I am short of breath.” Whereupon the Duke excused
him? Orderic Vitalis names Gauthier Giffard amongst the
Conqueror’s companions of most military reputation, and in
another part of his chronicle states that “Gauthier smrmommé
Giffard eut en partage le Comté de Buckingham,” at the same
time as William de Warenne and Ralph de Guader received the
Farldoms of Surrey and Norfolk.

This statement of Orderic’s has been disputed by historians of
the present day on the ground that the Walter Giffard named in
the Domesday Survey is not styled an earl, but the son of a
deceased earl is never given the title of an earl in ancient
documents hefore his investiture, and it often happened that an
appreciable interval of timne elapsed between the death of an earl
in former days and the investiture of his successor. Considering
the great age which Walter Giffard the elder would have attained
in 1086, if he had been alive, it is hardly conceivable that he
could be identical with the Walter Giffard of the Survey, who
we know was one of the Commissioners appointed by the
Conqueror for the compilation of it. The latter Walter would be

! Planch&’s Conqueror and his Companions, Vol. I, p. 163.
2 Planché’s Conqueror and his Companions, quoting Wace’s Chronicle.
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therefore probably detained in England in 1086 on work
connected with the Survey, whilst the Conqueror was abroad, and
died shortly afterwards.

‘Walter Giffard the second, therefore, would have received his
investiture from William Rufus.! This Walter at the date of
Domesday possessed 107 lordships in England, and according to
Orderic Vitalis he died in 1102.

He was succeeded by Walter Giffard the third, who is
mentioned by Orderic Vitalis as one of the three earls who were on
the side of Henry I at the date of his quarrel with his brother
Robert, and as present at the battle of Brenmneville in 1119. .

This Walter is styled Marshal of England and was the
tounder with his wife Ermengarde of the Abbey of Notley. He
was dead in 11 H. IT (1165), when the Pipe Rolls show that the
Honor of Buckingham was in the hands of the King. There is
some evidence that he left a son William, who died shortly after
his father, and before his investiture as earl. In 4 E. I, John le
Mareschal sued the Abbot of St. Mary of York for the
next presentation to the church of Banham, co. York, and stated
that Walter Giffard, formerly Marshal of England, had presented
to the church, and that William, his son and heir, had enfeoffed
John le Mareschal, the grandfather of the plaintiff.? This story
derives some confirination from an entry in the Pipe Roll of 9 H. II,
under Warwickshire, which states that a William Giffard had owed
20s. and that Richard de Humet had been excused the debt. It is
a well-known fact that the King had given some of the Earl’s es-
cheated manors to Richard de Humet, the Constable of Normandy.

On the death of Walter the third the earldom became
extinet, but Richard de Clare, the Earl of Pembroke, claimed to be
nearest of kin to him by descent from Rohais, the sister of
Walter the second. This Richard subsequently called himself
Earl of Buckingham, and this tends to confirm the statement of
Orderic Vitalis that the earldom had been conferred on the elder
Walter Giffard who had accompanied the Conqueror to England.

The Walter whom I have styled Walter the second had a
brother William who was Bishop of Winchester and Chancellor
to William the Conqueror and his two sons—William and Henry.

! Hemingus, however, the monk of Worcester, a contemporary writer, styles

Walter Giffard the Domesday Commissioner, Comes Walterus Giffard.
2 Coram Rege, Mich. 4-5 E. I, . 49,
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GIFFARD OF BRIMSFIELD.

The next in importance of the families founded in England by
the Giffards was that of the Barons of Brimsfield, co. Gloucester,
descended from Osberne, who held Brimsfield and many other
manors in that and other counties at the date of the Domesday
Survey. Vincent makes Osberne to be son of Hugh, Seigneur
de Beuffe, who was brother to Walter Giffard the second, but I
have never seen any authority for this statement.

An account of this family will be found in all the historical
peerages, and I don’t propose to repeat it here except to add a
few useful dates and to note an error which has crept into the
pedigree through ap inadvertence of Dugdale, who has misread
Thomas for Elias on the Pipe Roll of 9 Ric. I,! and this error has
been repeated in every pedigree of the family which has been
printed since Dugdale’s time.

In a suit of 5 H. III, on the Gloucestershire Assize Roll,
Elias Giffard of Brimsfield was sued by the Abbot of Cirencester
for erecting gallows at Brimsfield, which the Abbot claimed to be
within his Liberty.

Elias Giffard defended his right to have gallows, and stated
that a certain Osbert Giffard his ancestor, who was at the Conquest
of England (“que wenit ad conquestum Anglie”), had held the
manor of Brimesfield with a right of gallows and had hanged
thieves there, and after him Elias his son had had the same
liberty and had hanged thieves there, and after him Elias the
son of the said Elias and the father of the defendant had held the
same liberty and had hanged a thief there in the reign of King
Henry, the King’s grandfather.

Elas Giffard, the defendant in this suit, died in 33 H. III,
leaving a son, John, 16 years of age. Judging, therefore, by
chronology, he has probably omitted one of his ancestors, all of
whom, except the first, bore the name of Elias.

The following dates taken from the Pipe Rolls and the
Chartulary of St. Peter of Gloucester will help to elucidate the
pedigree :—

! The two final letters of the name, “ as,” only can be deciphered, and Dugdale’s
copyist appears to have jumped to the conclusion that the name was Thomas.
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Helias Giffard occurs 1090, in the Chartulary of St. Peter of
Gloucester.

Helias Giffard and Ala his wife and Helias his son occur in
1121, in the same Chartulary.

Elyas Giffard paid 100 marks for his relief on the Pipe Roll
of 31 H. I (1130).

The son of Helias obtained the sobriquet of the Boy to dis-
tinguish him probably from his father! and Helias Boy Giffard
and Berta his wife and his son Walter occur “ tempore Hamelini
Abbatis.” - Hamelin was abbot from 1148 to 1179 ; Helias Giffard
the younger and his mother Berta oceur in 1167.

Helias Boy Giffard granted the church of Boyton to the monks
for the soul of Berta his wife. This gift was afterwards confirmed
by Walter Giffard, the son of Elias.

Walter Giffard and Gilbert, his brother, occur in 1177.

A later Helias Giffard attempted to reclaim the grant of the
church of Boyton which had been made by his father Helias and
his uncle Walter, but the gift was confirmed by Bishop Josceline
of Sarum and afterwards by Bishop John, who was acting during
the vacancy of the See, between 1184 and 1189.

This Elias died cirea 1190 leaving a son under age, whose
custody was given to William Marshall, Karl of Pembroke.

The pedigree therefore appears to be as under, but there may
have been another Elias:—

Osbert, “qui venit ad conquestum Anglie,” and who
was identical with the Osberne of 1086

Elias, living 11215 Ala.
and d. in 1130,

Elas=1 Berta de Clifford, succeeds in 1130.
|

| | I
Eliag, 1167, d. in 1190 Walter of Boyton, Gilbert
(Pipe Roll). 1177. 1177.

Ellias occurs in 1221, and d. in 33 H. III. (1249), Ingn. p.n.
John Giffard, aged 16 in 1249.
John Giffard the son of this John, having joined the insurgent
Barons against Edward II, was executed as a traitor in 1322.
After the reversal of the attainder in 1327, various suits arose to

! This and “Le Child” are not uncommon sobrignets, and being latinised as
Le Puer, are supposed to be the origin of the name of Le Poer.
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determine his nearest of kin. These will be found detailed in
Dugdale’s Baronage and in Vol. XIV of Staffordshire Collections,
p- 5. They show that no male heirs were left of the last Elias
Giffard, and it is therefore evident that we must go farther back
to connect the younger branches of this family with the parent
line.

GIFFARD OF FONTHILL.

The third Barony founded by the Giffards in England after
the Conquest was that of Fonthill, co. Wilts, held in 1086 by
Berenger Giffard, who held also ¢n capite Bereford (Barford) in the
same county and Bridie in co. Dorset.

This is one of the rare instances where, like the Verdons of
Alton, co. Stafford, a family holding a single knight’s fee of the
Crown is stated to hold it by barony, and whose descendants were
barons by tenure.!

The Pipe Rolls show that the Baron of Fonthill in the early
part of the reign of Henry II was Gerard Giffard, and the return
of knights’ fees known as the Liber Niger of 1166 names the
same Gerard as holding a knight’s fee <n capite in co. Wilts. In
the same feodary, the Bishop of Winchester returns a knight’s
fee held of him by Gerard Giffard, and which had been held in
1135 by Robert Giffard, the father of Gerard.

The earliest appearance of Gerard on the Public Records is
in 5 H. IT (1159) when the Pipe Roll of Wiltshire returns him as
having contributed 4 marks to the King, part of a forced loan on
the tenants in capite. He paid a mark for scutage for a knight’s
fee in Wilts on the Pipe Roll of 8 H. II, and a further sum of
66s. 84. on the Pipe Roll of 11 H. II. The Pipe Roll of 14 H. II
returns him as having paid a mark for the aid to marry the
King’s eldest daughter.

A postseript on the Roll under this entry states that Robert
Mauduit, Robert de Mandeville, and William Cumin held the
fee. This enables us to identify the fee as that of Fonthill, for
the Liber Rubeus in a list of tenures of date 1201-1212 states
that Robert de Mandeville, Robert Mauduit, and William Comyn

! They held, however, many other manors as mesne tenants, such as a knight’s
fee of the Bishop of Winchester, another of the Baron of Brimsfield, a part of a
fee under the Abbess of Wilton, and a knight’s fee and other lands of the Honor
of Clare. i
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held the fee which had been formerly held by Gerard Giffard in
co. Wilts. The latest mention of Gerard Giffard on the Scutage
Rolls printed in the Liber Rubeus is in 1172. Robert Giffard,
who is shown to be his son by the Chillington deeds, is returned
on the Pipe Rolls as holding a knight’s fee in co. Wilts in 1186,
and again in 1194, The Chancellor’s Roll of 3 John (1202)
returns under Wilts that Robert Giffard had paid 2 marks to be
excused from serving abroad (“ guod non transfretet ) and 10 marks
scutage for a knight's fee, of which 5 marks had been remitted.
At this date he must have been advanced in life, and the Wilts
Pipe Roll of 11 John (1209) states that Robert de Mandeville
then owed 50 marks for the lands of which Robert Giffard had
been seised when he died.

The Oxfordshire Pipe Roll of the same date states that
Robert. Mauduit owed 20 wmarks for his purparty of the lands
which formerly belonged to Robert Giffard, to he held of Robert
de Mandeville as the eldest coheir.

Robert, however, had left a male heir in one Andrew Giffard,
who was doubtless an ecclesiastic, and identical with the
Andrew Giffard clericus who occurs as a wituess in the original
feoffment of Peter Giffard at Chillington (see deeds later on).
The Close Roll of 4 H. IIT has the following writ :—* Whereas
Andrew Giffard, who held the Barony of Fontil by hereditary right,
was dead, and had resigned the Barony temp. King John with the
King’s assent to Robert de Mandeville, Robert Mauduit, William
Cumin, and William de Fontibus, as right heirs of the Barony,
retaining in his own hands the ‘vavassoria’ of the Barony, and
which were held of the Honor of Clare, the said ‘vavassoria’
were now to be delivered to Robert de Mandeville and the other
heirs above named.”

The “wvavassoria” were the tenures by Castle Guard at the
Earl’s castle of Chepstow or Strigul.

Andrew Giffard was also heir of a William Giffard who held a
considerable estate in Warwickshire under the Earls of Warwick.
On the Curia Regis Roll of 19 H. 11T, in a suit between Robert de
Mandeville (one of the coheirs of Fonthill) and William, Bishop of
Worcester, respecting the advowson of the church of Haleford, co
Warwick, the jury stated that one William Giffard had formerly
presented to the church, and after his death Andrew Giffard the
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heir of William had presented to it, and after Andrew’s death
tobert de Mandeville had presented to it.! The Liber Niger of
1166 shows that William Giffard held two knights’ fees of the Earl
of Warwick of old feoffment. The Kenilworth Chartulary styles
Wiliam Giffard the Dapifer or Steward of Roger, Earl of
Warwick, and in this capacity he accounts for the scutage of the
knights of the Earl of Warwick on the Pipe Roll of 5 H. II
The following abstracts of deeds refer to this William Giffard and
his heirs. .

He first occurs as a witness to the foundation grant of St.
Mary of Warwick by Roger, Earl of Warwick. This grant was
confirmed by Henry I in 1123.2

William Giffard confirms the grant of the land of Suhanger
(Sunger) to the monks of Bordesley for the soul of Roger the
Earl, who gave it to him, for the good estate of his lord,
Williamn the Earl, and Gundreda the Countess, the Earl’s mother,
on condition that Richard de Dercat and Gilbert, his son, and
William, son of Hunger, who claimed it by hereditary right, shall
release their claim to the church. Witnesses, Ralph, the Prior of
St. Sepulchre, at Warwick, Henry, brother of the Earl, Robert
Pincerna, Henry Dapifer, Ralph Clericus, Walter, son of Girard,
Hugh de Ardena, Robert Murdac and Thomas his brother.
Robert, son of Odo, John de Kinton, William de Cirecester. s.d.®

Roger, Earl of Warwick, confirms the grant of William Giffard
to the monks of Bordesley, of the land of William, son of Hunger,
at Suhanger. Witnesses, Henry, brother of the Karl, Henry
Dapifer, Walter, the Chaplain, Geoffrey, the Chamberlain, Walter,
son of Girard, and Edwin de Piru. Dated 1154.

William Giffard confirms the grant of his uncle William
Giffard of the land of Suhanger to the monks of Bordesley.
Witnesses, William Cumin, clerk, William, the Dean, Roger de
Cherlecote, William Cumin, Lord of Snitenefeld, Robert fratre
¢jus, Girardo Giffard fratre meo.

! The Testa de Nevill, in a list of fecs of eirca 1211, states the heirs of Andrew
Giffard held half a knight’s fee in Haleford of the Earl of Warwick and a knight’s
fee in Avendercet of Roes de Verdon and that Roes held it of the Earl.

2 Chartulary of St. Mary of Warwick. Public Record Office.

3 Mr. Bromley-Davenport’s deeds, Hist. MSS. Commission. This deed is
also in Dugdale’s Collections, with a drawing of the seal, showing a knight on

horseback with a pointed helmet, a heater shield with a spike on it, and a lance
with a pennon of three tails 01 which there are two crescents.
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Seal, a knight on horseback, with a pointed helmet, a heater
shield with an escarbuncle on it. Legend, Sigillum Willelmi
Giffard.! .

Andrew Gyffard confirms the grant of his uncle, William
Gyffard, of the land of Suhanger to the monks of St. Mary of
Bordesley for the souls of his uncle William and his own brother
William, and others. Witnesses, William Cumin, William de
Curli, Peter, son of Robert de Wolwardington, Philip, the parson
of Haleford.?

The pedigree of this branch of the Giffards would be, therefore,
as shown below :—

Berenger Giffard of Fonthill, occurs 1086.

Robert, occurs 1130, Liber Rubeus.
|

Gerard orcurs before 1153 and in William.
1166, Liber Rubeus.

Gerlard, Roblert, occurs 1186, \Villliam. - Andrew! Clericus,
0b.s.p. and up to 1209. d. 1220.

The division of Gerard’s lands amongst so many coheirs
extinguished the barony, and it disappears altogether fromn the
Records after the death of Robert Giftard in the reign of King
John.

The connection between these threc Baronial Houses has not
been discovered, but that they were very nearly related to one
another, there can be no doubt. Helias Giffard is the first
witness to the grant of Walter, Earl of Buckingham, to St. Fides
of Longueville, and he held two knights’ fees under the same Earl :
Gerard Giffard, the Baron of Fonthill, held a knight’s fee under"
Helias Giffard of Brimsfield in 1166, and both these two houses
obtained large feoffments of land from William Giffard the
Bishop of Winchester, who was the brother of the Earl Walter
Giffard.®

! Dugdale’s Collections, MS. No. 142.

? Mr. Bromley-Davenport’s deeds, Hist. MSS. Comm., 10th Report.

3 For tbe relationship of the Chancellor to Walter Giffard of 1086, see
Rounds Feudal England, p. 469. Walter Giffard and William his son witness a
deed in the Chartulary of St. Trinité de Rouen (printed).
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Having completed the above sketch of the three baronial
houses founded in England by.the Giffards, I propose now to
give an account of the numerous knightly houses which sprang
from them. The most important of these was the family of the

GIFFARDS OF WHITCHURCH AND WEAR,
who held a very large fief nunder the Earls of Devon. Their prin-
cipal manors were :(—

Aveton Giffard,

Weare Giffard,
Whitchurch,

Lamberton, and

Clovelly, all in eo. Devon.

All the above manors except the last were held wn capite and
in demesne at the date of Domesday by Rualt Adobed, about
whom very little is known, for he disappears from the scene at a
very early period. His fief, like many of the lesser baronies of
Domesday, was merged into the earldoms ereated by Henry I and
King Stephen, and the Adobed fief was eonferred on the family of
De Redvers, Earl of Devon, who were raised to that dignity early
in the reign of Henry I. As the Giffards held these manors
immediately of the Earl, and no mention is made of any
mesne tenure by the family of Adobed in later years, it may be
assumed that their fief had escheated to the Crown before the
grant of it to the Earls of Devon, and that the latter had
enfeoffed a Giffard in the greater part of the Adobed fief,
including all the manors held by Rualt in demesne. Besides the
manors above named the Giffards of Whitehureh and Wear were
also mesne lords of other manors which had been subinfeuded
and they owed altogether the service of 15 knights’ fees.!

Clovelly, the other manor held by them in demesne, was in
the hands of the King at the date of Domesday, and was held by
the Giffards of Wear of the Honor of Gloucester. The latter
Honor was the Barony of the De Clares, Earls of Strigul and
Gloucester.

As none of these manors were held n capite, we obtain no

! Ingn. pan. on Emma Giffard, 4 E. T,
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assistance from the Pipe Rolls in elucidating the early history of
this family, but in the beginning of the reign of Edward I, Emma,
the heiress of this house, was a lunatic and in ward to the Crown,
and some inquisitions of that date throw considerable light upon
their history.

An inquisition of 4 E. I states that Emma, the daughter and
heir of Walter Giffard, had died, and before her death she had
been non compos mentis sue, and the custody of her lands and
person had been given by the King after the loss of her reason to
Sir John Wyger; that Emma had held 15 knights’ fees in
co. Devon, viz., in Aveton Giffard, Wytlechurche, Lamberton,
Were, Kempetere, and Lempstelegh which were worth £40, and
that the custody of them belonged to Isabella de Fortibus,
Countess of Albemarle! Emma, daughter of Emma, was her
nearest heir, and her marriage belonged to the King, by reason
of his custody of the heir of John de Maundeville, who was in
ward to the King, because Hugh de Wodeworthe, the father of
Emina, held the manor of Lemstelegh of John de Maundeville
by knight’s service.

This inquisition appears to have been taken to determine the
relative rights of the King and of Isabella, Countess of Devon.

Another inquisition was taken in the same year on Alice
Giffard and Emma her daughter, “que mente sua alienate
extiterunt.”

The inquisition states that Alice and Emma were both dead,
and they had held no lands <n capite in co. Devon, but they
held of the Countess of Albemarle the manors of Lamerton,
Aveton, Wittechirche, and Were in demesne, which were worth
£25, and they owed the service of 134 knights’ fees to Isabella,
the Countess, and they also held a knight’s fee in Clovelli of
Joan de Umphreville and the heirs of Ralph de Baylton, and
a knight's fee in Legh-Boitevile (Bretteville), and Didesham.
Emma, daughter of Hugh de Wideworthe and the said Emma
was next heir and sixteen years of age, and was of sound mind,
and was married to Robert de Dineham.

From this point, it is best to work back, in order to throw
light on the history and origin of the fee of Whitchurch and Wear.

! Tsabella was surviving sister and heir of the last Baldwin de Redvers, Earl
of Devon, who died in 1262, aged 27.
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The Testa de Nevill, in a list of fees of the date of eirea 1241,
gives the following account of Walter Giffard’s fee. He held at

that time :— :
Were, Holnham, | one knight's fee held of the Honor of
and Polam, Plympton.

Lamerton—one knight’s fee of the same honor.
Aveton—one knight’s fee of the same, and
Whitchurch—one knight’s fee of the same.

Clovelly at this date had been subinfeuded, and was held by
Roger Giffard. In the Aid of 1284, Matthew Giffard (the
grandson of Roger) is shown to hold a knight’s fee in Clovelli
of Robert de Dinham, and that Robert held it of the Earl
of Gloucester. A statement respecting this fee in the Testa de
Nevill circa 1241 mentions that Roger Giffard held it « per medium,
de parte Comitis Ricardi,” and it is probable, therefore, that the
whole of this Whitchurch fee was a grant of Richard, Earl of
Devon, given with a daughter in marriage to an ancestor of
Walter Giffard.

The words “per medium” refer to the tenure of the mesne
lord, who was Walter Giffard of Wear at this date.

Working back again in reverse order from this Walter
Giffard, T find on the Devon Assize Roll of 36 H. I1I (No. 178),
Martin de Salterne sued Walter Giffard for common of pasture
in Salterne and Were, and stated that he had been enfeoffed by
Wailliam, the grandfather of Waiter, and whose heir he was,
and he produced the deed of William. The jury found in his
favour. m. 14.

On the Devon Assize Roll of 23 H. ITI (No. 176), Alice, the
wife of Walter Giffard, Joan, the wife of Robert Bozun, and
Rosamund, sister of Joan, sued Martin, son of Hervey, for a caru-
cate of land in Legh Bretteville of which Alice de St. George,
the mother of Alice, Joan, and Rosamund, liad been seised when
she died.?

’

! Plympton was the “caput” of the Barony of de Redvers, Earls of Devon.
After this barony had passed to the family of Courtenay it is known as the
Honor of Oakhampton.

2 According to Westcote’s Devonshire, Rosamund was daughter and heir of
John St. George, and had issue John Bozon. If this is correct two of the co-
heiresscs must have married Bozons.



16 THE GIFFARDS.

On the Devon Assize Roll of 22 H. I1T (No. 174), Matilda, late
wife of Robert fitz Eustace, sued Walter Giffard for a third of
two and a half ferlings of land and 5s. of rent in Alfemeston,
which she claimed as dower. A jury found in her favour.

This suit identifies Walter Giffard as the representative of
an earlier Walter Giffard, for an inspeximus of Henry II in favour
of the Canons of Plympton has the following :—

“ Ex dono Comitis Ricardi servitium de Alfemestona concessu
Waltert Giffard et Eustachii, salvo servitio cjusdem Comitis per
denarios.!

Ear] Richard here mentioned was the Richard de Redvers, son
of Earl Baldwin, who died A.D. 1162. !

At the same assizes, viz., those of 22 H. 111, Jordan de Palleham
sued Walter Gitfard to warrant to him one-twelfth of a knight’s
fee in Paleham for which he held the deed of William Giffard,
the grandfather, of Walter, and whose heir he was. m. 17, dorso.

This suit confirms the information given on the Roll of 36 H. III,
which names William Giffard as the grandfather of Walter.

An undated Assize Roll (No. 180) which is shown by the
character of the writing to be of very early date, and is supposed
to be of 3 H. III (1219), has the following :—

« Devon. Henry de Rupe sued Walter, son of Walter Giffard,
to warrant to him a ferling of land in Were, for which Henry
had been sued by Geoftrey, son of Matilda. Walter did not
appear, and the Sheriff was ordered to take land belonging to him
in Were, to the value of the tenement claimed.” This suit is of
importance, as it shows that Walter Giffard of Wear, living 1219,
was son of a previous Walter, and we now obtain three
generations of the family.

The defendant was probably a minor at this date, for amongst
the Fines of 8-9 H. ITI, William: Buzun pays 30 marks for the
custody of the lands of Walter Giffard of Whitehureh, Lamerton,
and Were, which Walter, Earl of Devon, had given to him, and
of which Falk de Breauté had deforeed him.

Working backwards as before, [ find a William Giffard first

! Inspeximus of Plimpton Priory, Monasticon, by Hen. II. The Rev.
Oswald Reichel, of Alaronde, who first drew my attention to this inspeximus,
considers that Alfemeston is now Oveston in Plymstock. Alfemeston was
another of Rualt Adobed’s fees, .D. 1086.
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witness to a grant of Robert fitz Baldwin fitz Gervase of his land in
Paseford to the monastery of Tavistoek, made in the time of the
Abbot B! This must be Baldwin, who was abbot from 1174 to 1183.
In this deed William Giffard takes precedenee in the testing
clause of the Abbot’s knights, Richard d’Alneto and Hugh de
‘Wicha, and I eonclude he must be William Giffard of Whit-
chureh, and identical with the William Giffard who oecurs in the
Liber Niger of 1166, as a tenant of the Abbot of Abingdon.

In the same Feodary, viz., the Liber Niger of 1166, the Bishop of
Winchester returns a knight’s fee which was then held by Walter
Giffard, and had been held by William Giffard in 1135, but I have
not been able to trace the subsequent history of this fee.

The inspeximus of Plympton by II. II, which has been
already quoted, eontains the following confirmation of a grant by
Earl Richard, son of Earl Baldwin :(—* E¢ terram de Avetona, quam
Walterus Qifiard et mater ¢jus eis dederunt, ewm quatvor hominibus,
et Langestana et Wudemanswell evm bosco, et Rughadona.” The
mention of the mother of Walter as a co-grantor of this gift
makes it probable that the fee of Aveton was obtained in frank-
marriage by the father of this Walter.

As the grants named in the inspeximus are of the time of
Henry I or King Stephen, we obtain from it another generation
of the Giffards of Whitchurch, and it is not unlikely that this
Walter may be the Walter, son of Gerard, who occurs as a witness
to the deeds of Roger, Earl of Warwiek. This Walter, son of
Gerard, was apparently a member of the Fonthill line, and the
latter house had obtained a considerable feoffment under the
Earls of Warwick at a very early pertod. The evidence, however,
to connect Walter of Whitchurch with the Giffards of Fonthill is
somewhat seanty, but I shall give it for what it is worth.

In 1197 a Walter Giffard is a party to a Fine respecting land
in Bereford, co. Wilts,? and on the Charter Roll of 7 John, the
King confirms to the nuns of Waverley a rent of 12d. in Bereford
granted to them by Walter Giffard®  Bereford in Wilts, now
Barford, was held in capite in 1086 by Berenger Giffard of Fonthill,
but there is no evidence beyvond the similarity of name to
identify this Walter Giffard with Walter Giffard of Whitchurch.

! New Monasticon under Tavistock.
? Early Fines printed by the Pipe Roll Society.
3 Charter Rolls femp. John, printed,
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Sir William Pole, in his Devonshire Notes, states that the
Fee of Whitchurch and Were was held temp. H. IT, by a Robert
Giffard, and at first sight this would seem to prove a descent from
the Giffards of Fonthill (sce p. 12), but it has been shown that the
heir of Robert Giffard of Fonthill was an Andrew Giffard, clericus,
and several coheiresses.  The authority, however, of. Sir William
Pole who had access to the Giffard deeds, shonuld not be lightly
thrust aside, and I think it very probable that William Giffard of
‘Whitchurch had an elder son Robert, who died s.p., for one of the
Chillington deeds of that date is witnessed by Robert son of
‘Williamn Giffard.

The pedigree of this line of the Giffards would be therefore
as follows:—

Walter Giffard of Aveton.

$
V\«'i}liam Giffard occurs before 1183,

I |
Robert, ob.s.p. ‘Walter occurs 1197.

|
Walter oceurs 1219 and 1267,

I
Emma == Hugh de Widworthy,
d.in 4 E. I (1276).

Emma = Robert de Dinham,
16 years old in 1276.

The Devon Assize Roll of 19 E. I (No. 1295) has a suit which
shows that the last-named Emma left no issue. It is as follows:—

Devon. Robert de Dynham sued William le Prue, Hugh le
Prue, William de Fulford, and others for illegally disseising him
of his frechold in Wydeworthy. The defendants stated that
the land formerly belonged to William de Wydeworthy, and
from him it descended to Hugh, his son, and from Hugh to
Emma, his daughter and heir, und Emma had married Robert de
Dynham and had died s.p., and William le Prue as son and heir
of Alice, the sister of Hugh, had entered as her nearest heir,
and Juliana, the second wite of William de Wydeworthy, who
had been endowed out of the land, had also died, and he had
entered into her land as heir of Alice.

Robert de Dynham replied that he was seised of the land as
lord and not in right of his wife Kinma, and in support of
this claim he stated that when Juliana had married one Michael
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Trenchard without his permission, she had paid him a fine
of 100s.

The jury found that Robert and Emma had enfeoffed one
Roland de Dynham in the land in question, and the suit was
dismissed.

The Devon Hundred Roll of 3 E. I (1275), printed, states
that Emma, the daughter of Walter Giffard, had gallows at
Aveton and at Ructon (? Buketon).

The representation of this branch of the Giffards devolved on
the families of Le Prue (Prowse) and Trewin, and from these
families it passed through Filleghs and Courtenays to the
Fortescues, with whom it is now vested.!

GIFFARD OF CLOVELLY AND AWLISCOMBE

I now come to the younger branches of the Giffards of
Whitchurch and Wear.

The Testa de Nevill, in a list of knights’ fees of ciree 1241,
shows that a Roger Giffard held at that date in co. Devon the
following fees:—

Clovelly—one knight’s fee held of the Honor of Gloucester.

La Meye—one knight's fee }of the Honor of

Payhembery, and Selak—half knight’s fee Oakhampton.

Rochbeare (IRokebery)—half a knight’s fee of the same Honor :
this had been subinfeuded.

Aulescombe—half a knight’s fee of the Honor of Bery
Pomeroy.

Kele—-held jointly with William Lampsey and Thomas de
Aureford of the Honor of Plympton.

Aulescombe—one-third of a knight’s fee of the Honor of
Totenays (Earl of Cornwall).?

1 Sir William Pole’s Devonskire.

2 The Honor of Totnes or Totenais was held at the date of Domesday by Juhell
de Totenais, and was granted to Roger de Nonant by Henry I. It was held by
the Nonants till the reign of King John, when William de Braose elaimed it, and
it was then divided between these two families (Pedes Finium). The Braose share
was forfeited ¢emp. John, and granted to Henry fitz Count, afterwards Earl of
Cornwall, but Reginald de Braose recovered it in 1 H. III. This Reginald
married Grecia, daughter and coheiress of William de Brewere, and their son
William left a daughter Eva, who married William de Cantilupe, who died 1250
(Risdon’s Note Book).

c 2
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Hole jointly with the Prior of Fritheslestoek and

Herdewyk Reginald Beaupel.

Codelegh (Goodleigh)—held jointly with the Prioress of
Cantinton and William Dabernon of the Honor of
Plympton.

Milford }Two knights’ fees of the Honor of Toriton,! held

The last five manors named were part of the Briewere fief.

Kirby’s “ Quest ” and the “ Aids” show that Clovelly and the
first-named Aulescombe were held of the fee of Whitchurch,
and we may therefore assume that this Roger Giffard was a cadet
of that house. It is clear, however, that he held in addition a large
estate which had been derived from other sources, and the
following extracts from the Plea Rolls and other records throw
some light on these tenures :—

At the Devon Assizes of 50 H. III (Roll No. 178, m. 24)
-Roger of Estclyflord sued Floer Giffard of West Clyfford in a
plea that whereas he had no common of pasture in the land of
Floer, the said Floer claimed common of pasture in his land of
Estelyfford.

Floer stated that one Oliver Dinaunt had enfeoffed Baldwin
Giffard in the land he held in West Clyfford, together with common
of pasture in the lands of Roger in Estelyfford, and after the
death of Baldwin, Roger, the son of Baldwin, had entered, and
whilst in seisin of them had enfeoffed in them Walter, the father
of Floer. Roger replied that John his ancestor had been seised
of the lands in Estclyfford in severalty in the time of King
Richard, and he appealed to a great assize. The suit was
adjourned to be heard at Westminster.

At the Devon Assizes of 9 and 10 E. I (No. 183, m. 11 dorso)
William de Westra Clyfford sued Floer Giffard to show by what
right he elaimed common of pasture in his lands of Estra Clyfford

1 The Honor of Torinton was divided early in H. IIT between the five
sisters and coheirs of Matthew de Torinton, who died s.p. in 1226. The coheirs
temp. E. I were de Merton, de Tracy, de Umfraville, and de Sully. The family
of Merton held two-fifths, having obtained the share of the second daughter, who
died s.p. The share of the Sullys passed to the de Brians through the marriage of
Sibil, daughter of Walter de Sully, with Guy de Brian (Risdon’s Nole Book).
The above facts arc nccessary to enable the reader to understand the devolution of
these fees.
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when William had no common of pasture in the land of Floer in
Westra Clyfford.

Floer stated that the land he held in West Clifford was
formerly held by Oliver Dinaunt, who was seised of the common of
pasture in question, as appurtenant to his freechold, and Oliver had
granted the land to one Baldwin Giffard, and from Baldwin the
land descended to Roger, his son and heir, and Rover had given it
to Walter, the father of Floer.

William replied his ancestor John held his lands in Estra
Clyfford in the time of King John in severalty, and from John
they descended to William, his son, and from William to Peter, his
son, and from Peter to the plaintiff, as son and heir. The jury
found a verdict in favour of Floer.

At assizes held in co. Devon in 38 H. IIT (1254) (Assize Roll,
No. 2182, m. 2), Peter de Clyfford sued Walter Giffard, Floyr
Giffard, Robert Giffard, Gervase le Clerk, and others for unjustly
disseising him of four acres of land in Estclyfford. A verdict was
returned in favour of the plaintiff. It will be seen by this suit
that the feoffment of Walter Giffard in Estelifford had taken
place as early as 1254; and I should imagine that this Walter
was another son of Roger Giffard and was the ancestor of the
Giffards of Clifford,! co. Devon, an account of which branch will be
given later on. To trace hack farther the lineage of Roger Giffard,
we find on the Curia Regis Roll of 9 Ric. T, William Briwere was
suing Jordan de Abernon, Baldwin Giffard, and Marjory de
Belland for a knight's fee in co. Devon, but the name of the place
is illegible. On the Oblata Roll of 1 John (printed), under Devon,
Baldwin Giffard and John de Abernon are deseribed as owing
40 marks for a writ of mordancestor respecting a moiety of
Linton and the vill of Forston, which they claimed against
William Briewere. .

On the Chancellor’s Roll of 3 John, under Devon, Baldwin
Giffard and Jordan de Abernon, the heirs of Henry de Seccheville,
are returned as owing 40 marks for a writ of right.

Above the name of Baldwin Giffard on the Oblata Roll of 1

1 It is somewhat remarkable, however, to find that the Giffards of Halsbury
afterwards held these lands in East and West Clifford. The inquisition on Johin
Giffard of Nalsbury, who died in 7 H. VII, states he held East and West Clyford
of John, Lord Dynham.
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John 1s written “ Marie matri ejus,” which implies that his right
was derived from his mother Mary.

It will be seen, therefore, from the foregoing notes that Roger
Giffard held two manors as subtenant of the Giffards of
Whitchurch, and other manors which had been derived inde-
pendently of the latter family by descent from his grandmother
Mary. The only way I can see of reconciling this evidence is to
assume that the father of Baldwin was the common ancestor of
these two families and had married a second wife, from whom the
Giffards of Awliscombe descended. The pedigree would be
therefore as follows :—

1st wife = William Giffard 5= Mary.
occurs before 1183

‘Walter occurs in 1197 ; Baldwin oceurs in 1202.
dead in 1221,

‘Walter oecurs in 1221 Roger occurs in 1219 and 1241 ;

I and 1252. I dead in 1266.
I ;. i
Emma occurs 1275 ; William! Walter
I dead in 1276. oecurs in 1254.
Emma Matthew
16 years old in 1276. under age in 1275.

The manor of Clovelly and the seigniory of the Aulescombe
fee passed to Matthew or Mayner Giffard, who was under age at
the date of the Devon Hundred Roll (printed) of 3 E. 1. This
2oll states that Clovelly was held of the Earl of Gloucester, and
that Mayner Giffard was heir and was under age, and that
Dominus Holvinus held the custody of it by purchase from the
superior lord and he has gallows and the assize of bread.?

Matthew Giffard was of age in 1281, for in that year he was
suing Margery de Nonaunt to take his homage and a reasonable
relief for the freehold he held of her in Payhewmber, Schagh,
Rogbiri, Come, and Tyrel (Assize Roll, No. 183, m. 16 dorso).

! The Giffard Pedigree in the Visitations of Devonshire (Edit. Vivian) makes
Matthew the son of William, and I sece no reason to doubt it. There is
evidence that Roger had a son William.

2 Matthew Giffard is usually described in the histories of Devonshire as son of
Roger, but the date of the feoffment of Philip Giffard shows he must have been a
grandson of Roger, for Matthew was under age in 1275, and Fhilip, son of Roger,
was of full age in 1239 (see p. 24).
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On the same Roll he sued Marjory de Nonaunt to acquit
him of the service which Hugh de Courtenay elaimed from him
for the freehold he held of the said Marjory in the places above
named.

The Book of Aids, under “ Devon,” of date 1284-36, gives the
following account of Mathew Giffard’s fees:—

John de Trill holds Trill of Mathew Giffard for the service
of one knight, and Mathew holds it of Hugh de Courtenay.

Philip Giffard holds Payembre, one-fourth of half a knight'’s
fee, of Mathew Giffard, Mathew holds it of Marjory de Nonaunt,
and Marjory holds it of Hugh de Courtenay.

Mathew Giffard holds Mete and Stokheye, one knight’s fee, of
Alan fitz Roald, and Alan holds it of Hugh de Courtenay.

Peter Spudding holds Cobbeton of Mathew Giffard, one-third
of a knight’s fee, and Mathew holds it of the Earl of Cornwall.!

Mathew Giffard holds Houlescombe (Awliscombe), one-fourth
of a knight’s fee, of the heirs of Richard Tremenet, and Richard
holds it of William Spek, and William holds it of the Earl of
Cornwall.

Mathew Giffard holds in Houelescombe half a knight’s fee of
the heirs of Henry de Pomeray of Beri.

Mathew Giffard holds in Clovelly one knight’s fee of Robert
de Dinham, and Robert holds it of the Earl of Gloucester.

This Matthew occurs frequently on the Rolls. In 1294
he was summoned in co. Devon for military service against the
‘Welsh.?

In 25 E. I (1297) he was summoned to the military council
held at Rochester?® and in the same year he was summoned for
service in Flanders.

In 1298 he was summoned for military service in Scotland.*

With this Matthew Giffard the male line of this family
terminated. He married Edith, the widow of Richard de Bede-

! The Briwere fees were held originally of the Farl of Cornwull, and that
Honor together with that of Lancaster had been granted by Henry IIL to his
younger son, Edmund, Earl of Cornwall. In this way, the Giffards are afterwards
found to hold under the Duchy of Laneaster.

2 Parliawentary Writs, printed.

3 Ibid. 4 Ibid.
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ford! and left a daughter™ Eva, who married Johu de Stanton, and
whose daughter and heir married John de Crewkerne.?

Besides the Walter above named, Sir Roger Giffard had two
younger sons, Philip and Bartholomew. The first is named on
the Devon Assize Roll of 23 H. ITI (1239), where Roger Giffard
acknowledged a deed by which he had granted to his son Philip
all his land of Pambire and the service of Robert Giffard and his
heirs for the land of Cottespitte, and the service of Hugh de
la Ya and Matthew de la Ya (Yeo) and the service from the land
of la Sethlake, which was appurtenant to Pambire.

The Aid of 1284 states that Philip Giffard held one-fourth of
half a knight’s fee in Payembre of Mathew Giffard, and Matthew
held the same of Marjory de Nonaunt, and Marjory held it of
Hugh de Courtenay. Philip left four daughters and coheirs,
amongst whom his property was divided in 19 E. IL. The deeds
of partition are in the British Museum amongst the Additional
MSS. 28838, folios 46 and 112,

GIFFARD OF CLIFFORD AND YEO, CO. DEVON.

On referring back to the account of the Giffards of
Awliscombe, it will be seen that Roger Giffard had enfeoffed
Walter Giffard as ecarly as 1254 in lands in East and West
Clifford. This Walter is doubtless a younger son of Roger, for we
know that the latter had other sons, and it is hardly conceivable
that he would have enfeoffed a more distant relative in lands of
his inheritance when he had sons living. This Walter must be
therefore the ancestor of the Giffards of Clifford and Yeo.

The Rev. J. R. Powell, a well-known local antiquary and
genealogist, sent the following notes to the North Devon Journal in
1879 :(—

Robert, the Abbot of Tavistock, by deed s.d. enfeoffed
Gervaise Giffard of lands in Abbotesham, North Devon. Robert
was Abbot A.p. 1270 to 1285. This deed shows that Gervaise
was son of Walter Giffard of Clifford.

! De Banco Roll, Easter, 19 E. 1.

2 Pole’s Devonshire, but according {o Poulwhele, Matthew left a daughter
Isabella, who married a Mandeville, and Awlescombe fell to Sir John Stanton
through this marriage. e probably left two daughters, Eva and Isabella.
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A deed dated 3 E. IT (1309-10) between Gervaise and Richard
Giffard respecting lands in Abbotsham shows that Richard was
the son and heir-apparent of Grervaise.

Grant of 31 E. III (1357), by John de Bowey and Margaret,
his wife, and Theobald Bowey to Richard Giffard of Bowood in
Abbotsham, and Sabina, his wife, of all their lands in Thorne
in the parish of Bideford.

Anindenture of 10 H. IV (1409-10) partitioning the lands of
John Bowey, shows that Simon Giffard married Emma, daughter
and coheir of John Bowey, and had issue by her Geoffrey, his
son and heir.

Letters of attorney of 10 H. VI (1431-2) mention that
Gervaise Giffard had issue Simon, Simon had issue Geoffrey, and
Geofirey had issue John.!

A deed, 17 H. VI (1439), between Geoffrey Giffard of Yeo and
John: Giffard of the one part, and Thomas Chedley, John Coplestone,
and others of the other part, respecting lands in Yeo, etc., men-
tions John as son and heir-apparent of the said Geoffrey Giffard.

As Goodleigh was held of the Duchy of Lancaster, on the
accession of that house to the throne the Giffards of Clifford and
Yeo became tenants in capite, and we find accordingly several
inquisitions p.m. on members of this family.

The inquisition p.m. on Robert Giffard, armiger, who died 20th
March, 16 E. IV (1476), states he had held the manor of Godelegh
and the advowson of the church, and lands in Mortho, Yeo, and
Abbotesham ; that Godelegh was held of the Duchy of Lancaster,
the lands in Mortho of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter,
that Abbotesham was held of the Abbot of Tavistock, and that
Yeo was held of John Denys of Orlegh. John, his son, was his
nearest heir and was sixteen years of age. The possession by this
family of the manor of Godelegh indicates very clearly a descent
from Sir Roger Giffard of Awliscombe, but at this date they had
parted apparently with the lands in East and West Clifford, and
these are found subsequently in the possession of the Giffards of
Halsbury.

An inquisition on the death of John Gifford, held 11 January,
10 H. VII (1495), states that he died on the 17th November last

! Notes in North Devon Journal, 1879, by the Rev.J. R, Powell, quoting proofs
by Mr. RoYert Dymond, F.S.A., taken from deeds at Cockington,
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past, and that Leonard his brother was his nearest heir. At the
time of his death he held the manor of Bradeford of the EKarl of
Devon, and lands in Methe, Godelegh, and Trewe.

A deed of 18 H. VIII, between Nicholas Denys of Orleigh and
Thomas Giffard of Yeo, shows that John Giffard had issue Robert,

Robert had issue John, and Leonard had issue the said Thomas
Giffard.*

-The inquisition p.m. on the death of Thomas Gifford was
taken in 25 H. VIII (1533). It states that he held the manor of
Stoklegh Dabernon of the fee of Torbryan and Stokleigh Franceis
of Giles Daubeny, and the manor of Goodlegh of the King.
Lands and tenements in Methe and the advowson of the
church and lands in Morthon, held of the Dean and Chapter of
Exeter. Lands in Gratton and Hollegh and Yeo held of Nicholas
Denys of Orlegh, and lands in Bolland held of Thomas Giftord of
Halsebury. Landsin Estlonde, Westlonde, Poppsham, and Thorne
held of the Abbot of Tavystock. The manor of [. . .Jlegh, and
lands and tenements in Exeter held of the Prior of Plympton, and
the manor of Bradeford, and the advowson of the church held of
Peter | ]-  The inquisition also shows that he had married
Elizabeth the daughter of William Denys, late of Orlegh, and had
died on the 17th March last (1533), and that John Gifford his
son was his nearest heir and 21 years of age and upwards.?

By an inquisition held 20th October, 33 H. VIII (1541), on the
death of John Gifford of Yeo, it was found that he had died on
the 19th Mareh last past, leaving Margaret his widow, who was
the daughter of John Mylyton, Esq., and a danghter Wilmote, who
was his sole child and heir, and that Thomas Gifford, the father
of the said John, had been seised of the manors of Stokelegh
Davernon and Stokeleigh Francis and of the advowsons of Meeth
and Goodleigh, and had enfeoffed in them, by deed dated 24th
October, 18 H. VIII, Hugh Stukeley, Anthony Pollard, John
Gifford of Halsbury, and three others named, to the use of -the
said Thomas Gifford and Elizabeth his wife, the daughter of

! Notes in North Devon Journal, 1879, by the Rev. J. R. Powell.

2 Most of these possessions had been obtained by the marriage of Robert
Giffard, who died in 1476, with Radigond, the daughter and heir of Gilbert Denys
(Deeds of R. S. 8. Cary, Esq., of Cockinglon). This Gilbert was one of the repre-
sentatives of Sir Roger Giffard of Awliscombe.
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William Denys of Orleigh, Esq., and that the said Thomas had
died 4th February, 27 H. VIII, leaving Elizabeth his widow.
Wilmote, the heiress of this liouse married in 1540 George, the
son and heir-apparent of Thomas Cary of Cockington, who was
afterwards Lord Deputy of Ireland, by whom she left issue.
The above evidence gives us the following pedigree :—

Walter Giffard occurs 1254.
I

| !
Floer Giffard, Gervaise occurs 1309.
ob.s.p.

Richard = Sabina occurs in 1357.
Gervaise.
Simon l? Emma, dau. und coheir of John Bowey,
GeotITrey occurs 1410 and 1438.
John occurs 1438.
Robert == Radigond, dau.

d. 1476, | and heir of
16 E. IV. | Gilbert Denys.

I |
John," Leonard.

16 years of age |
in 1476, oh.s.p. Thomas Giffard == Elizabetli, dau. of
10 H. VII, oceurs18H. VIII, | William Denys
17 Nov., 1494. 1526, d. 17 March, | of Orleigh.
1533.

John Giffard 5 Margaret.
d. 33 H. VIII (1542).

Wilmote=Sir George
Cary, Lord
Deputy of
Ireland femp.
Elizabeth.!

GIFFARD OF HALSBURY
The Awliscombe deeds in the possession of the Corporation of
Exeter show that Sir Roger Giffard had a son Bartholomew.
By deed s.d. Roger Giffard lets to farm his land of Aulescombe to
Alice Coffin for her life, for whieh Alicc granted to Roger the
third part of Welcumbe, which she held in dower. And the said
Alice was to exonerate Roger from a rent of 2 marks payable to

! Wilmot Cary’s brass in Tormohun Church shows the Cary arms impaled
with those of Giffard of Awliscombe, and a crescent for cadency on the latter arms.
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Richard Treminet, 2 marks payable to Riehard de C . .. rs,
and 12s. payable to Mathew de Banton. The three last named
were doubtless the mesne lords of Awliscombe, and their tenure
was represented at this date by a chief rent payable by the tenant
in possession.

By another deed s.d. Richard de tribus minetis (Treminet)
remits to Bartholomew Giffard a rent of 2 marks which Roger,
father of Bartholomew, used to render for the land of Haulescombe,
the said Bartholomew and his heirs to render in lieu of it to
Riehard and his heirs a pair of gilt spurs for his land in Haules-
combe and Cobberwympel.

The Episcopal Registers of Exeter show that on the 23rd
March, 1314, William Martyn was ordained deacon on the pre-
sentation of Bartholomew Giffard, and on the following 21st
December the same William was ordained priest on the pre-
sentation of Baldwin Giffard. Bartholomew therefore died in 1314.

Aceording to Sir William Pole, the historian of Devonshire, who
wrote temp. Elizabeth, this Bartholomew Giffard married Joan,
daughter and heir of Peter de Halsbury, and was the ancestor of
the Giffards of Halsbury.

The deseent from Bartholomew is given by Pole as below :—

Bartholomew Giffard == Joan de Halsbury.
BJlllwin = Jane.
John == Sibil.
Walter 5= Isabel.

John == dan. and heir of Richard

Denclive.
it |
Thomas == Wilmot Knight. Andrew,
sncestor of the
John =F Joan, dau. and coheir Giffards of
of John Dabernon. Thewborough.

Thomas Giffard.
From the last-named John we have the evidence of inquisi-
tions, and Heralds’ Visitations.
The inquisition on John Gifford of Halsbury, who died in
7 H. VII (1491), states that he held the manor of Halsbury and
lands in Nethercote and Wirtheyate, East and West Clyfford, Trew,
Nuttecote, Gorwen, Tadeport, Braddon, Ludecote, a moiety of
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the manor of Podyngton, with a fourth of the advowson of the
church, two messuages in Exeter held of the bishop, and a moiety
of a carucate of land in Combehed, and a fourth of a knight’s fee
in Myll. Halsbury was held of Hugh Beaumond in free socage
and four carucates of land in West Clyfford, East Clyfford, Trew,
and Nuttecole were held of John, Lord Dynham, in free soecage.

The moiety of Podyngton was.held of the Prinee of Wales, as
Duke of Cornwall, the fourth of a knight’s fee in Myll was held
of Margaret, Countess of Richmond, as of the Honor of Toryton,
and the lands in Braddon and Ludecote were held of the Earl of
Devon. He had survived Elizabeth, his wife, who had been jointly
enfeoffed with him in some of the lands above mentioned, and had
left issue, Thomas, William, Richard, Lewis, and other sons whose
names are not given in the inquisition, and several daughters.

Thomas Gifford, his son, was his nearest heir, and was thirty
years of age and npwards.

The inquisition taken on the death of Thomas Gifford of
Halsbury in 5 H. VIII (1513) 1s in bad condition, but some of it
can be deciphered. It states he held the manor of Hallysbury,
and lands and tenements in Bolland, Wodeland, Cheppyng-
toriton, Godelegh, Exeter, Braddon, Ludecote, Wylleswylle, Walden,
Hatherlegh, Wykeseosy, lands in West Clyfford, Est Clyfford, Trewe,
Nuttecote, Thornbury, and other places which are illegible ; also
land in Upton Helyon, with a moiety of the advowson of the
chureh, a moicty of the manor of Podyngton, and a fourth part of
the advowson, one-fourth of a moiety of the manor of Offewell, and
rents from Helegh Sackvyle and Helegh Mandevylle, and Gorwen.

3y deed dated 31st July, 3 H. VILI (1511), Thomas had madea
settlement on Anne his wife for her life, and he had made a will
dated 3rd March, 5 H. VIII. On the same date, the trusteesat his -
urgent request had made a feoffment of all his land in Walton in the
parish of Milton Damerel on himself for life, with remainder to
Roger Gifford and his heirs, and Roger Gifford had entered into
these lands on the death of Thomas.

John Gifford, his son, was his nearest heir, and was aged
thirty years and upwards.

So large a proportion of the lands and tenements above specified
being held in moieties, looks as if they had been derived from a
eoheiress.
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The inquisition of 20 H. VIII on the death of the last named
John is also extant, but much torn and diseoloured. It states he
died on the 22nd February, 19 H. VIII (1528), and that Thomas,
his son, was his nearest heir and twenty-two years of age and
upwards.

This Thomas Gifford of Halsbury died in 4 E. VI (1550)
possessed of an immense estate in co. Devon.

The inquisition on his death was taken on the 23rd July,
1550, and states that he held the manor of Halsbury and 500 mes-
suages, 10 mills, 7,000 acres of arable land, 1,200 acres of meadow,
4,000 acres of pasture, 1,200 acres of wood, 2,200 acres of furze
and heath, and £20 of rent in Halsbury, Merhyll, Bolland, South
Yeo, Knowdyshill alies Knewshill, Hier Bocombe and Nether
Bocombe, Nethercott, Honyscliff, Dysworthy, and many other
places named, situated in the parishes of Parkeham, Woolfords-
worthy, Wyke St. Pancras, Blacketorryngton, Est TPutforde,
Were Gyfforde, Methe, etc.,, and on the 11th April last had
enfeoffed in them Thomas Monke, armniger, Robert Cary, of
Clovelly, John Denys, Anthony Gyfforde, and Giles Risedon, to the
following uses, viz,, to himself for the term of his own life, and
after his decease one-third of the lands, ete., held by knight'’s service
to the use of his own right heirs “ to the intent that the lorde by
knight’s service shall not be defrauded,” and out of the remaining
two-thirds and the lands held in socage to pay an annuity of
5 marks to his son Thomas Gyfforde, and a fourth of the lands and
tenements in Hier Bocombe, Lower Boecombe, Nethercote, and
Honysclyff to the use of his son Thomas Gyffeard for the term of
his life.

Margaret Gyfforde, his wife, to receive the yearly revenues of
the rest of the property for a term of 19 years, during which the
feoffees shall allow for his daughters, Wylmot, Dorothye, Jane,
Margaret, and Katharyn 40s. each yearly for their maintenance,
and 500 marks on the marriage of each of them, provided they
marry with the consent of their mother, or, if she should die, with
the consent of the feoffees, or any two of them, and with the
benefit of survivorship if any of the daughters should die.

(Here follow other uses of no interest.)

He held also, besides the above great estate of 15,600 acres, the
manor of Yeresborough (Ernsborough)and lands in Chittelhampton,
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Goodleigh, Bediford, Luddecott, Honycott, Aysekridge, Northam,
and Hatherleigh, and on the 28th October, 29 H. VIII (1537), on
the marriage between him and Margaret Monke, the daughter of
Anthony Monke, armiger, he had conveyed to the said Margaret the
manor of Yerishorough and the other lands and tenements above
specified for term of her life, with remainder to himself, the said
Thomas Gyfforde,and hisheirs. Andlongbeforethe death of the said
Thomas one Fulk Prideaux, armiger, now deceased, was seised of
20 messuages, 26 gardens, 2,000 acres of land, 700 acres of pasture,
100 acres of meadow, 40 acres of wood, 1,000 acres of furze and
heath, and £3 6s. 8d. of rent in West Clyfford, Est Clyfford, Trew,
Notcot, Gowen, Chepyngtoriton, Comb, Tadyport, Bocombe, Wes-
cott, Orchard in Bucklondbruer, Topsham near Exeter, Askerygge,
Myll in Nymet St. George, Hatherleigh, and other places named,
and had conveyed them to John Gyfforde, armiger, deceased, the
father of the said Thomas Gyfforde,and to the heirs of the body of
the said John, whose son and nearest heir of his body was Thomas
Gyfforde, lately deceased, and John Gyfforde, being so seised, had
enfeoffed in them on the 4th December, 19 H. VIII (1528), Thomas
'Tremayne, armiger, and four others named, for the use of the said
John Gyfforde for his life, and after the decease of the said John, to
the use of Ebote, wife of the said John Gyfforde, for the term of her
lite, in the name of dower and jointure, and for the use of the
male heirs of the bodies of the said John and Ebote, and with
divers remainders over, and finally to the use of the right heirs
of one Thomas Gyfforde, armiger, deceased, whose kinsman and
nearest heir was the said Thomas Gyfforde, namely, son and heir of
the said John Gyfforde, son and heir of the said Thomas Gyfforde.
“Halsbury, with the lands and tenements in Morthen, Merhyll,
South Yeo, Knowedyshill, and Bocombe were held of Thomas
Pomerey, knight, as of his manor of Parkeham in free socage.

Nethercote and Honyselyffe were held of John Fulford, armiger.

Barnehonse, Fordmille, Roueland, Aysshman, Dysworthy, and
some other tenements specified were held of the lady Honora
Lysle as of her manor of Umberleigh.

The lands and tenements in Ferme, Southeot, and Were
Gifford were held of Bartholomew Fortescue, armiger, as of his
manor of Were Gifford.

Thomas Gyfforde died 19th April, 4 E. VI, and John Gyfforde,
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In the original visitation the John who heads this pedigree
was written Thomas in the first instance, and the inquisitions
show that this is the correet version.

The great estates of the Giffards of Halsbury have long
been dissipated. In the middle of the seventeenth century,
John Giffard of Halsbury, being childless, left Halsbury to Roger
Giffard, the second son of Colonel John Giffard of Brightleigh,
the distinguished soldier and Cavalier of the Civil Wars. This
Roger also died without leaving any issue, and left Halsbury
to his great-nephew, Roger Giffard, the second son of Henry
Giffard of Brightleigh. The last Roger sold Halsbury about
1750, and Brightleigh was sold about 1769 by the daughters
and representatives of Cesar Giffard, the second son of John
Giffard of Brightleigh, the latter property having been diverted
from the children of the eldest son. This diversion of the
property, being considered illegal, was the subject cf litigation
for a considerable number of years, during whieh the rightful
heir died, leaving an infant son, John Giffard, who was too
poor to assert his rights until it was too late to do so effectually.

The John Giffard last named left, with other issue, Sir
A. Hardinge Giffard, Chief Justice of Ceylon, and Stanley
Lees Giffard, LL.D. From the former descends the present
head of the family, John Giffard, Xsq., of the Admiralty, who
is the son of Edward Giffard and nephew of the late Admiral
Sir George Giffard, K.C.B,, the sons of Sir A. Hardinge Giffard.
Stanley Lees Giffard, the brother of Sir Hardinge, was the father
of the present Lord Chancellor.!

GIFFARD OF BRIGHTLEY AND TAPELEIGH, CO.
DEVON.

This branch of the Giffards springs from Sir Roger Giffard, the
son of Thomas Giffard of Halsbury, living temp. Henry VIII,
who married Margaret, daughter and heir of John Cobley of
Brightley.? At the visitation of 1620, John Giffard of Brightley
appeared and certified to the following pedigree® :—

! Ez inf., Hardinge F. Giffard, Esq.

? See the Ingn. p.m. on Thomas Giffard, p. 29 ante.

3 T have omitted the daughters of the house. The arms given are the same as

those of the Giffards of Halsbury, viz., Sable, three lozenges in fesse ermine.
D
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Sir Roger Giffard 5= Margaret, dau, and keir of
T John Cobley of Brightley.

| ! [ I
John, = Mary, dan. of Sir Richard 2. Walter.

sonand Grenfield (sic) (Grenville) 3. Hugh.
y heir. of Stow, co. Cornwall. 4. Roger.
I
4 John == Honor, dau. of Walter Achilles = dau. of —
Earle of Charborough, Ackworth,
co. Devon.
| ey
Arthur Giffard 5= Anne, dau. of John, Achilles,
Thomas Leigh aged 30. aged 27.
of Borow-Nor-
tham.
| l
John Giffard, 2. Arthur.
son and heir, 3. Lewis.
aged 18. 4. George.
5. Thomas.

(Signed) Jobn Gyfiard.

The inquisition p.m. on Sir Roger Gifford is dated 15th October,
1 E. VI (1547), and states he died seised of the manor of Tapleigh
and lands in Westley, held 7i capite of the Honor and Castle of
Barnestaple, and lands in Walden and Mylton Damerell, held of
the heir of William Courtenay, knight, and lands and tenements in
Upcot and Hatherlegh, formerly held of the Monastery of Tavistock,
now dissolved. John Gifford, his son, was his nearest heir and
twenty-one years of age and upwards.

His wife, Margaret, died the following year, and the inquisition
on her death states that she died seised of the manors of Bright-
leigh, Stowford Snape, Wollacombe Tracy, Bremybridge, Nymet
St. George, and lands and tenements in Coblegh, and other
places. John Gifford, her son, was her heir and twenty-three
years of age.

The will of John Gifford of Brightleigh is dated 1585. He
names in it his son and heir John, and the latter’s wife, Honor
Erle, and his sons Arthur, Achilles, Roger, Hannibal, and Walter,
his wife, Mary, and his cousin, Anthony Gifford. The overseers
of his will to be Walter Gyfford, Hugh Gyfford, Roger Gyfford,
Amys Gyfford, Andrew Gyfford and others. A William Gyfford
is also a witness to it.

According to Westcote, who wrote in 1630, Arthur Giffard of
the above pedigree died vp. John Giffard, therefore, who signed
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and certified to the pedigree, was the head of the family at this date,
although aged eighteen only.  This John was the famous Royalist
and Cavalier of the Civil War. He died in 1666. The present
Lord Chancellor descends in a direet male line from this John
Giffard, and his career affords an interesting example of a
descendant of an ancient family who by his personal qualities
has raised it again into eminence, after more than a century of
comparative obscurity.

Westcote, and Prince, in his Worthies of Devon, carry down
the pedigree for two more generations as under :—

Colonel John Giffard = Joan, dau. of Sir John
of Brightley. Windham of Orchard
‘Wyndham, co. Somerset.

i
Susanna == John Giffard = Frances Fane Roger.
Bampfield of Bampfield.

John Giffard of Brightley, now
living, m. a Clotworthy of Rashleigh.

This John Giffard left an only daughter, Margaret, married to
Edward Courtenay of Molland; and on the death of this John
Giffard ».p., his father settled the estates in tail male on Lis eldest
son, Henry, by his marriage with Frances Fane. This settlement
Cwsar Giffard, the second son of John, fraudulently induced his
father to destroy after Henry’s death, and in this way the Bright-
leigh estates were alienated from Henry’s children (excepting a
very small portion), and were settled on Ceesar on his marriage.
These facts appear in the Chancery proceedings taken by Henry’s
son, John. The second son of .Henry, Roger Giffard, succeeded
to Halsbury under his great-uncle’s will, as stated above in the
account of the Giffards of Halsbury.!

" GIFFARD OF TIVERTON, CO. DEVON.

At the visitation of Devonshire of 1620, George Gifford of
Tiverton appeared to his summons, and certified to the following

pedigree :—

! Ez. inf. Uardinge F. Giffard, Esq. The descent to the present day has been
verified and recorded in the College of Arms and will be found in Burke’s

Peerage, under lalsbury.
D 2
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Sir Roger Gyfford 5= Mary, dau. of John
Cobley of Brightley.

I |
John Gyfford Roger Gyfford, == Awdrie, dau. of Sir Hugh

of Brightley. 4th son. Stukeley of Afton, widow
See ante, p. 34. of Yeo.

of Tiverton. Thomas Hodge-
scot of Wed-
more, co. Somer-
set.

George Gyflord T Joan, dau. of

Roger, son and
heir, aged 15.
Signed by George Gyfford.

Westcote, in his View of Devonshire, states that Roger
Giffard, fourth son of Sir Roger Giffard of Brightley, married, first,
Audrey, daughter of Sir Lewis Stukeley of Affeton, knight;
secondly, Agnes, daughter of John Grindal of London, merchant,
(both of whom were widows when he married them), and, thirdly,
Richard, daughter of John Prouz of Tiverton, by whom he had a
son, George Giffard of Tiverton.! This George married a daughter
of Thomas Hodges of Wedmore, co. Somerset, and widow of
Laurence Giffard of Wellington, co. Somerset, by whom he had a
son, Roger Giffard, then living, married to a daughter of Roger
Catford of Petherton.

The Roger Giffard last named left an only daughter, who was
married in 1650 to Robert Burgoyne.? »

The Devonshire visitation of 1620 also contains short pedigrees
of two other junior Giffard branches, viz., those of St. Giles and of
Milton Damerel.

The first of these was founded by Hugh Giffard, the third son
Sir Roger Giffard of Brightley, and the descent is as follows :—

1 According to the inscription on the monument of Roger Giffard in St.
Peter’s Church, Tiverton, he was the fifth and not the fourth son of Sir Roger
Giffard, and Westcote’s account of his wives is also erroneous.

2 Visitations of Devonshire by Vivian, p. 400, quoting the Parish Register of
Tiverton. Roger Giffard, the son of George Giffard of the pedigree, was the
owner of Tiverton Castle at the date of the famous siege of it by Fairfax.
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Hugh Giffard 5= Joan, dau. of John
of St. Gles. Bamficld of Polti-
more,

Achilles Giffard == Dorothy, dau. of
of Instow, Philip Holworthy
living 1620. of Bridgwater.

Cecily, dau. and heir,
m. to Ralph Berry
of Eastleigh.

Certified by Achilles Giffard.

The second was as follows :—

Anthony Giffard 5= Dorothy, dau. of
of Milton ‘Wikes.
Damerel.

Emanuel Giffard == Jane, dau. of
of Tapley, co. Humphrey
Devon. Coplestone of
Fullingcoat.

Richard,
son and heir,
aged 18.

Certified by Emanuel Giffard.

GIFFARD OF LANDCROSS, CO. DEVON.

The inquisition taken 1st August, 1 Charles I (1625), on the
death of John Giffard of Hallesbury, armiger, names his father,
John, his mother Alice Smyth, his brothers, William and
Anthony, and his son and heir, Thomas Giffard, and it shows
that by a deed dated 6th August, 18 James I (1620), John Giffard,
the father, had (saving his own life interest) enfeoffed William
Giffard, his second son, in the capital messuage of Barton and
lands in Winslade, with an ultimate remainder, failing the male
issue of William, to Anthony Giffard, the third son of the said
John Giffard of Hallesbury, and the male heirs of his body, and
failing such, with remainder to the right heirs of the said John
Giffard for ever. The inquisition also shows that the said John
Giffard, the father, and Alice, his wife, were seised of the manor
of Lancras, alias Langerasse, and on the 14th August, 18 James,
had enfeoffed in it (saving their own life interest) Anthony
Giffard, the son of the said John, for his life, with remainder to
the firstborn son of the said Anthony and the heirs male of his



38 THE GIFFARDS.

body, and failing such, to the use of the right heirs of the said
John for ever, ete.

Tle inquisition also mentions that Lancras was held <n capite
of the late King James as of his Honor of Okehampton.!

The Anthony Giffard, named above, left issue and was the
founder of this branch of the Giffards.

He died 14th February, 1649-50. - His monument still exists
in Landeross Church .and has this inscription :—

“HIC JACET ANTONIUS GIFFARDUS DOMINUS DE LANCRAS VIR
VERE PIUS ET CATHOLICUS OBIIT 14 FEBRUARII ANNO DOMINT
1649.”

Anthony appears to have been succeeded by a son John, who
was succeeded by another Anthony, for on the same stone is
inseribed :—

“ HERE LYETH THE BODY OF ANTHONY GIFFARD, ESQR., THE SON
OF JOHN GIFFARD, ESQR., OF THIS PARISH, WHO DEPARTED THIS
LIFE ON YE 3SRD OF MARCH, ANNO DOMINI 1701, ETATIS SUE 39.”

The last of this family, Honora Giffard, was buried at Land-
cross on the 15th September, 1729. Respecting this Honora
Britton and Brayley state in their history: “The last owner of
that name (z.c, Giffard) is by tradition said to have been a
Catholic lady, who, having ruined herself by supporting a falling
religion, at last received parochial relief.”

The Giffards appear to have suffered greatly by their
adherence to the Catholic faith, and their estates in every case
had been sequestered under the Commonwealth.

Amongst the proceedings of the Committee for Compounding,
under date of 25th February, 1654-5, there is a petition of
William Leigh, gentleman, for a discharge of a moiety of the
manor of Upton which had been sequestered for the recusancy
of Anthony Giffard, deceased.

1t was not possible for a Roman Catholic to compound under
the Commonwealth, for a necessary preliminary to it was the
taking of the Oath of the Solemn League and Covenant, and
their estates were sold to the highest bidder.? At the Restoration
they were forced to redeem their property by money borrowed

! Chancery Ingn. p.m., 1 Charles, Part 1, No. 57, Devon and Cornwall.
2 An Act of 21st October 1653, gave them some relief and allowed them to
compound for two-thirds of their estates.
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for the purpose, for they obtained no assistance from the King,
and their estates thus remained saddled with a permanent charge,
which involved the ruin, eventually, of many of the smaller
proprietors.

GIFFARD OF THEWBOROUGH, CO. DEVON.

This family, according to Sir William Pole, was a younger
branch of the Giffards of Halsbury, being descended from Andrew
Giffard, a younger son of John Giffard of Halsbury (see p. 28 ante).
Sir John Maclean gives this pedigree of them :—

John Giffard == Ingrett, dau. and

heir of Alan Esse
of Thewborough.

Johin Giffard.
Stephen Giffard.

Alice, dau. and heir,
m. William Pri-
deaux of Adeston,
who was living in
1461.

In this pedigree, however, Sir John has omitted all mention of
the other coheir, Eleanor, who married John Denys. The
inquisition on Agnes, the widow of Stephen Gyffard, who died
13th April, 1483, states that she held certain lands and tenements
in Plymptree, Wydecombe, and other places, and by an indenture
dated 10th October, 15 E. IV (1475), had granted them to John
Denys and Eleanor, his wife, for their lives, with remainder to
William, son of the said John and Eleanor, and his issue, and in
default of such, to Roger, brother of William, and his issue, and
in default of such, to Robert, brother of Roger, and his issue, and
in default to Thomas, brother of Robert, and his issue, and in
default to the heirs of the said Eleanor. And Eleanor had died,
and John was still living.

The inquisition further shows that the manor of Thuburgh
and a third part of the manors of Esseraffe and Curreworthy
and a third part of the advowson of the church of Esseraffe had
been settled in 1443 on Stephen Gyffard and the said Agnes and
on the heirs and assigns of the said Stephen for ever. Stephen
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had issue Alice and Eleanor, and had died. Alice married
William Prydeaux, and Eleanor married John Denys. William,
Eleanor, and Agnes had died, and the said Alice and John Denys
had survived them and were still alive. And in 2 E. IV a fine
had been levied, by which a moiety of the said premises had been
settled on William and Alice and their male issue, and in default
of such, on Fulk Prideaux and his issue, and in default of such,
on the issue of the said Alice, and in default of such, on the issue
of the said John and Eleanor. And the other moiety had been
settled on John Denys and Eleanor, and their issue, and in default
of such,on the issue of Eleanor, and in default of such, on the issue
of the said William and Alice, and the said William Prydeaux,
and Eleanor and Agnes had died, and Alice and John Denys had
survived them and were still alive.

Thuburgh was held of the King 4n capite as of his Honor
of Plympton, by the serviée of one knight’s fee, and the manor
of Esseraffe was held of Edmund Grey, by the service of one-third
of a knight’s fee, and the manor of Curreworthy of William Major,
by fealty.

Agnes had died on the 13th April last, and her nearest heir
was her kinswoman, Anne, the wife of John Willemer, viz,
daughter of John Mighelstowe, the son of the said Agnes. And
she is twenty-four years of age and upwards.!

Amongst the Devon Fines of 37 H. III (1253) Robert Giffard,
son of Thomas de Esse, gave half a mark for an assize? and
Westcote gives this pedigree under Esse or Ash of Thuborough.

Sir Ralph Esse, kt., of Thuborough.
I

[ | I
Thomas, Ingrett == Andrew Giffard Elizabeth = John Giffard

son and heir, of Thuborough. of Helland,
d.s.p. co. Cornwall.

The family of Esse or Ash appear to have been Giffards, and
amongst the acquisitions of the Abbot of Ford, confirmed: by

Richard I, is a purchase of land in Aessa from Walter, son of
Baldwin de Aessa.®

! Chancery Ingns. p.m. 1 Rie. II1, No. 47.
2 Extraets from the Fines (printed), Record Series.
3 New Monasticon, under Ford.
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GIFFARD OF LANOWMURE, CO. CORNWALL.

This line of the Giffards is a younger brauch of the Giffards
of Halsbury. The pedigree is given at full length in a suit
in Banco of Trinity term, 21 H. VIII, m. 608, respecting the
advowson of the ehurch of Lanyvett. The pleadings state that
Bartholomew Giffard was seised of the manor of Lanyvett and
the advowson of the church, and presented Walter Giffard, elerk,
in the reign of Edward I, and from Bartholomew the descent was
as follows :—

Bartholomew Gyffard.
Robert Gyffard == Katharine.
i

|
Nicholas.

I I
John. Benedict.
]
Ro%er. | [ i
Henry. Alice == Predyaux. Isabella.
I I
Henry Gyffard, Alured, Benedict, @ Henry= Joan=Thomas John
presented brother succeeded  Nieholl Lucombe, Buntworth.
Alured Gyffard and as cousin 2nd
to the church heir, and heir John hushand. John
temp. R. 1I, ob.s.p. of Alured Nicholl. Buntworth.
0b.5.p. temp. H. VI,
and presented
to the church.
I
g | |
Richard Gyffard, Alice, ob.s.p.,

0b.s.p. presented 6 H. VIII.

Lanowmure and Lanivet appear to have been the inheritance
of Katharine, the wife of Robert Giffard, for by a fine levied
in 13 E. I (1285) Bartholomew Giffard settled the manor of
Lannowmure and advowson of Lanivet on Robert Giffard and
Katharine, his wife, and the heirs of their bodies, and failing
such on the right heirs of Katharine.

Bartholomew Giffard had no doubt purchased the ward-
ship of Katharine and given her in marriage to a younger son.

Katharine, the wife of Robert, is shown to have been the
sister and heir of Laurence Pentec by a suit on the Cornwall
Assize Roll of 30 E. I. In this suit Robert Giffard and
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Katharine, his wife, sued Gilbert de Coudre for a messuage and
a carucate of land in Treventhevyn, near Lanhomour, as the right
of Katharine, and in which Gilbert had no entry except through
Isolda, formerly wife of Thomas de Pridias, to whom Roger de
Pridias had demised it, and which Roger had unjustly disseised
Laurence Pentec, the brother of Katharine, and whose heir she
was. Gilbert held the land by courtesy of England as the former
husband of Isolda. The jury returned a verdict in favour of
lobert and Katharine.

The following suit in Banco of Hillary term, 28 H. VI,
confirms the pedigree given in the suit of 21 H. VIII, and shows
that Katharine was the daughter of Nicholas de Monketon (alics
Nicholas Pentec).!

Cornubia. John Bunteth and Oto Nicoll and Joan, his wife,
sued Thomas Lanhergy for ten messuages and two carucates of land
in Lanhomure, which Ralph Raymond had given to Nicholas de
Monketon and Marjery, his wife, and the heirs of their bodies,
temp. E. 1, and from them the plaintiffs gave this descent :—

Nicholas de Monketon == Marjery.
seised 10 E. 1.

Katrine.

[
Nicholas Giffard.

| [
John. Benedict Giffard.

| l
Roger. | |

| Isabella. Aliee.
Henry, | |
ob.s.p. John Bunteth. Joan = Oto

Nicholl.?

By fine levied in 27 E. I (1299), between Robert Giffard and
Katharine, his wife, complainants, and Martyn Giffard, deforciant,
a messuage and two carucates of land in Lannohoumeur, were settled
on Robert Giffard and Katharine, his wife, for their lives, with
remainder to Nicholas, son of the said Robert, and his heirs. And
by another fine levied at the same date, between Nicholas
Giffard and Isabella, his wife, on the one part, and Robert Giffard

! Sir John Maclean, in his Z%igg Manor, statee that Katharine was daughter of
Roger Pentee, but this must be a mistake. .
2 De Baneo Roll, Hill,, 28 H. VI, m, 320.
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and Katharine, his wife, on the other part, a messuage and a
carucate of land in Lannevet and the advowson of the church
were settled on Nicholas and Isabella and the heirs of their
bodies.

Sir John Maclean in his 7%iggy Manor, shows that a part of
Lannowmure was held of the Bishop of Exeter, and that in 1283
Lannowmure and Lanyvet and the advowson of the church of
Lanyvet had been settled by fine on Hugh de Munketon and
Katharine, his wife, and the heirs of their bodies, and failing such
on Nicholas de Munketon, the uncle of Hugh, and Marjery, his
wife, and the heirs of their bodies.

It would appear, therefore, that there was a double manor in
- Lannowmure, one held by the family of Monketon of the Bishop,
and the other by Bartholomew Giffard under the Earl of Cornwall,
and Bartholomew had united the two fees by marrying his son
Robert to the heiress of the Bishop’s fee. In the Book of
Aids, under date of 1303, Robert Giffard is returned as holding
& full knight’s fee in Lannoumur of Edmund, Earl of Cornwall.

In 26 E. I he was in prison at Launceston for the death of
Richard de Spekcote, the Parson of Parkham, but was released
on finding security to serve the King in Scotland at his
own costs, and he afterwards obtained a full pardon for the
felony.!

Robert was Knight of the shire for co. Cornwall in the Parlia-
ment of 28 E. I, and again in 34 E. 1.2

His son, Nicholas Giffard, was returned as a Knight for the
County in the Parliament of 18 E. I1.?

Sir John Maclean gives also the following useful dates: —

Yobert Giffard was dead before 1512, for in that year Walter
Giffard, Doctor of Theology, and others presented to the church of
Lanivet.

In 1330, Nicholas Giffard presented to the chureh. John
Giffard occurs in 1346 and was dead in 1359. Roger Giffard, his
son, was dead in 1362,

Henry Giffard oceurs in 1392 and presented to the church in
1404.

Benedict Giffard presented in 1423,

! Close Roll, 26 E. I, m. 7. Exnf. H. F. Giffard.
2 Parliamentary writs (printed). 3 Ihd.
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In the Book of Aids, under the date of 1428, Benedict
Giffard occurs as part owner of two knight’s fees in Kylguyt, co.
Cornwall, formerly held by Richard Sergeaux.

According to Sir John Maclean, the manor of Lannowmure
passed to John Lanhergy, who died in 1406, and from him it
descended to John, his son. The last John was succeeded by
Thomas Lanhergy, who occurs in 1438 and was dead in 1465,
leaving Joan, his sister and heir, who married Edmund Beket.!

GIFFARD OF TWYFORD, CO. BUCKS.

The Heralds’ Visitations name Richard Giffard, living femp.
H. II, as the earliest known ancestor of this family, and they are
probably correct, for this branch of the Giffards held Lodeston or
Leiston in the Isle of Sheppey in capite, and Richard Giffard is
shown in the Liber Rubeus to have held Lodeston, co. Kent, in
1166 of Walter de Meduana.?

Richard occurs in 1172 as one of the Justiciaries appointed
under the Constitutions of Clarendon.

Their principal manor and seat, however, was at Twyford, co.
Bucks, which they held under the Earls of Ormond. The Ormond
family derived their claim from the Pipards, and the “Quo
warranto” Pleas of 12 E. I state that John Giffard le Boef had
been enfeoffed in two-thirds of Twyford by Robert, son of
Nicholas, the ancestor of Ralph Pipard, and this grant had been
ratified by the King.

The “ Nomina Villarum ” of 1316 returns John Giffard as lord
of the vills of Twyford, Charndon, and Pounden in co. Bucks, and
of Elmington, Tansor, Naseby, and Hallidon in co. Northampton,
and of South Newington and Begbrooke in co. Oxford.?

Besides these manors they are found afterwards in possession
of Somerton and a moiety of Firingford in co. Oxon, both held in

! Trigg Manor, by Sir John Maclean.

2 Richard Giffard is named as one of the knights holding under the Honor of
Buckingham on the Pipe Roll of 19 H. II, in which year he was excused 15s.
for seutage. e appears, therefore, to be holding at this date one of the knight’s
fees held of that Hounor by Elias Giffard in 1166 (Liber Niger) and was doubtless
a eadet of the House of Brimsfield. On the Pipe Roll of 21 H. IT, under Kent,
he is returned as paying £18 15s. as fermor of the King’s manor of Ailisford for

three-quarters of the year.
3 Purliamentary writs (printed).
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Billings, was daughter and heir of Roger Giffard of Stanlake (see
p. 64).

In 10 E. I, John Giffard le Boef, knight, was performing
military service in Wales for John Giffard of Brimsfield.!

In 25 E. I, John Giffard, armiger, was returned as owning
£20 of land and upwards in co. Northampton.?

John, son of John Giffard le Boef of co. Devon, was summoned
for military service against the Scots in 29 E. 1.2

In 34 E. I, John Giffard, knight, was elected Knight of the
Shire for co. Bueks in the Parliament of that year.*

The Patent Roll of 1339 names both a John Giffard le
Boef, knight, and a William Giffard le Boef, knight.

The French Roll of 20 E. III returns John Giffard of Twyford,
as one of the wardens of co. Oxon who were to aid the wardens
of co. Hants to repel any invasion by the French.?

In 20 E. III, for the aid assessed in the marriage of the
Black Prince, John Giffard of Twyford was assessed for a
knight’s fee in Hellidon, co. Northampton, which was held of the
Honor of Clare. .

A suit in Banco of 3 H. 'V (1415), gives a deseent of four
generations from the last-named John. In this suit Thomas
Gyffard sued John Stokes and Isabella, his wife, for the manor of
Helidene (Hellidon), co. Northampton, and gave this descent :—

John Gyffard of Twyford, kt., = Lucy.

seised of the manor
temp. E. III.

Thomas = Elizabeth.
Roger.

Thomas |Gyﬁ'ard,
the plaintiff.s
The plaintiff in this suit was under age, and sued by his
enstos. Isabella, the defendant, was the widow of Roger Giffard
and admitted the claim of Thomas. This Thomas proved his age
in 8 H. VI (1430).” Going back for two generations, Sir Thomas
Giffard, the grandfather of the last-named Thomas, died in 1394

1 Parliamentary writs, printed.

2 Ibid. 3 Tbid. 4 1bid.

5 Crecy and Calais, by the present writer.

6 De Banco, Triuity, 3 H. V, m. 317, 7 Inq. de etate probanda, 8 H. VI.
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(18 Rie. II). The inquisition taken in Kent on his death is
extant, and states that he held the vill of Leisdon in the Isle of
Shapaa (Sheppey), co. Kent, of the King in capite, that he died
on the 25th September last, and that Roger his son was his nearest
leir, and was twenty-six years of age.

The Bucks inquisition states he held the manor of Twyford
of the Earl of Ormond and four virgates of land in Achecote of
John Wodewylle and gives the same account of the heir.

The Oxfordshire inquisition returns that he held a moiety of
Somerton and the advowson of the church of the same of the King
in capite by the service of one knight’s fee, and a moiety of
Firyngtord, also «n capite, and that these manors were held jointly
with Sibil, his wife.

The inquisition on Sibil, late wife of Thomas Gifford of
Twyford, knight, was taken in 8 H. VI, in the same year in
which her grandson Thomas proved his age. At this date she had
survived her husband for thirty-six years. The writ is dated 12th
October, 8 H. VI (1429), and the jury state that Feringford had
been settled on Thomas Gifford and Sibil, his wife, for their lives
by license of the King in 7 Ric. I, with remainder to Roger,
son of Thomas, and Joan, his wife, daughter of Baldwin de
Bereford, knight, and the heirs of their bodies, and failing such,
on John, Thomas, and William, brothers of Roger, successively
in tail, and failing their issue, on the right heirs of Thomas
Gifford, knight, for ever. Joan had died, leaving no heir of her
body, and John, Thomas, and William had also died sp. The
manor of Somerton, by license dated 19 Rie. II, had also been
settled on Sibil for her life, and after the death of Joan, Roger
had married Isabella Stretele and had issue Thomas Gyfford, now
living. Roger had died in 10 H. IV (1409), and the reversion of the
manor of Somerton should fall to Thomas, son of Roger, who was
under age at the date of the dcath of Sibil. Sibil had died on
the @6th February last. Feringford also should remain to Thomas
as heir of Thomas Gifford, knight, viz, as son of Roger, son of
the said Thomas Gyfford, knight. The jury also said that King
Henry, the late King, had granted the custody of all the lands of
Yoger Gifford in 11 H. IV to William, Lord de Roos of Hamlak,

1 William, Lerd de Ros of Hamlake, died in 1414, and Thomas, Duke of
Clarence, was killed at the battle of Beaugé in 1421. The heir of Lord de Ros
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together with the marriage of the heir, and the custody had been
afterwards granted to Thomas, Duke of Clarence, and lastly to
John Stokes, armiger, and Isabella, his wife, who were now living.

Both the manors of Feryngford and Somerton were held of
the King in capite by the service of ward at Dover Castle.

Thomas, son of Ioger, was heir of Roger and was twenty-one
years of age and upwards.

The inquisitions taken on the death of Thomas Gifford of
Twyford, who died in 9 E. IV (1469), are also extant.

The Oxfordshire inquisition was taken at Dadynton, and
states that Thomas held no lands in co. Oxon and that he died on
the 29th May, 1469, and that John, his son, was his nearest heir
and thirty-eight years of age and upwards. The Buckinghamshire
inquisition states he held the manor of Twyford of the King in
capite by the service of one-fourth of a knight’s fee, and also two
virgates of land in Water Stratford and a mill in Preston. It gives
the same account of the heir.

John Gifford was succeeded by his son Thomas, who died in
3 H. VIII, and the inquisition taken on his death is also extant.
The writ of “ diem clausit cxtremwm ” is dated the 18th October, 3
H. VIII (1511) and the jury state that Thomas held 20 messnages,
20 tofts, a water-mill, 2,000 acres of arable land, 1,000 of
meadow, 1,000 of pasture, 100 acres of wood, and £20 of rent in
Twyford, Pounden, Charndon, Water Stratford, and Agecote in
co. Bucks. The first three places named were held of the King in
capite by the service of one-fourth of a knight’s fee and were
worth £55. Agecote was held of Edward, Duke of Buckingham,
and Water Stratford of Richard Fowler, knight. Thomas had
died on the 10th October last, and Thomas, his son, was his nearest
heir and thirty years of age and upwards.!

The Oxfordshire inquisition is also extant, and states that
John Gifford, the father of Thomas, had been seised of four
messuages and seven virgates of land in Fryngfourde, and lands
and tenements in Newenton Jewell and Begbroke, and on the 24th
November, 3 H. VII (1487), had granted them to Thomas Gifford,
who was named in the writ, and to Joan, the wife of Thomas, and

was a minor at his father’s death and was also killed at the battle of Beaugé. The
custody of the heir had therefore probably reverted to the Crown.
! Chancery inquisition, 8 H. VIII.
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to the heirs of Thomas, and Thomas had also died secised of four
cottages, 100 acres of land, and 50 acres of meadow and 40 aecres
of pasture in ¥ryngford and Gegge, and a moiety of the advowson
of the church of Fryngford. Fryngford and Gegge were held of
the King in capite, and the lands and tenements in Newinton
Jewell and Begbroke were held of the King’s manor of Wodestoke.
Thomas, his son, was his nearest heir and thirty years of age.

Thomas Giffard, who now sueceeded to Twyford, was the last
of his race. Amongst the State papers of 29 H. VIIT (1537),
there is a letter from Sir John Baldwin, one of the Justices of the
Peace for Buckinghamshire, to the minister Cromwell, stating that
there was a report that the ehurches were to be pulled down by a
mob, aud that Mr. Thomas Gifford was investigating the matter.
One of the witnesses examined by the justices stated that if
anybody went abont to pull down the churches, Mr. Thomas
Gitford of Twyford would raise the country for eight miles round
Buckingham at an hour’s warning.

This Thomas sold the marriage of his only daughter and heir
for a large sum to a man of somewhat obscure origin. The
marriage settlement of 12 H. VIII (1520) is given at length in the
inquisitions on the death of Thomas, which took place in 4 E. VI
(1551). In this inquisition the Richard Wenman to whom the
marriage had been sold is not styled “armiger,” his designation
being merely “ gentleman.” At this date, if the head of a family is
not styled armiger, he could not have been entitled to use a coat of
arms. The settlement states that on a marriage to be solemnised
between Thomas Wenman, the son and heir-apparent of Richard
Wenman, gentleman, and Ursula, the daughter and heir of Thomas
Giffard, armiger, for eertain sums of money given by the said
Richard, the said Thomas Gifford settled lands to the yearly value
of £100 on the said Thomas Wenman and Ursula, ete. The
inquisition gives the same particulars respecting Twyford as on
previous oeccasions, and states that Thomas died in 4 E. VI and
that Ursula Wenman, wife of Thomas Wenman, was his only
daughter and heir and was of full age.

. Thomas Wenman was afterwards knighted and was the
ancestor of the Visecounts Wenman, an Irish title which is now
extinet. ‘ y

In Planché’s “ Roll of Arms,” whieh is printed in the Gencalogist

E
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New Series, Vols. IIT and IV, and is taken from an authentic
armorial of the reign of Edward I, now in the College of Arms,
Johan Gyfford le Boef bears gules, three lions passant in pale,
argent, and a label of five pendants, azure. These are the arms of
Giffard of Brimsfield, differenced by the label as a mark of
cadency, and there can be no doubt that this family were a
younger branch of the Giffards of Brimsfield. The latter were a
powerful baronial house in full vigour at the date of this armorial,
and the Giffards of Twyford could not have assumed these arms
if they had not been descended from them.

GIFFARD OF ST. JAMES'S ABBEY, CO. NORTHAMPTON.

This is a younger branch of the Giffards of Twyford.
According to Baker's History of Northamptonshire, Nicholas
Giffard, a son of Roger, who was a younger brother to Thomas
Giffard of Twyford and Hellidon, obtained a grant in 37 H. VIII
of the dissolved priory of St. James in Duston parish, and he
gives this account of his descendants :—

Roger Giffard of Middle Claydon,
co. Bucks, armiger.

Nicholas, the grantee of St. James’s
Abbey, 0b. 35 H. VIIIT.

Roger Giffard,
0b.33 Eliz., Inqn.p.m.

Francis Giffard,
0b. 1 Charle?, Ingn.p.an.

I [ |
Thomas Giffard Roger, * Rev. Richard Giffard,

of Crawley, co. Bucks, ob.s.p. Rector of Gayton,
sold St. James’s Priory 0b. 1639.
in 1637.

I
Rev. Francis Giffard,
Vicar of Patteshull,
living 1682.

l
Charles, J olhn,
aged 8in 1682,  aged 5in 1682,

The Nicholas of this pedigree could not have been the direct
heir of Roger Giffard of Middle Claydon, for the inquisition taken .
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on the death of the latter on the 22nd November, 35 H. VIII
(1543), states that his heir was his son John Giflard, armiger,
who was aged fifty years and upwards. The inquisition also
states that Roger by bhis will had given lands in Padbury to
Mary, his wife, for her life, and that he held lands in Botyl
Cluydon. Roger had died on the 23rd January last.

In Middle Claydon Church there still exists a brass to the
memory of Roger Gifford and Mary, his wife, the former of whom
had died in 1542. This agrees with the inquisition, as the new
vear would not commence till the 25th March at.that date.

GIFFARD OF COTTERSTOCK, CO. NORTHAMPTON.

This family is probably another younger branch of the
Giffards of Twyford. In 17 E. IT John Giffard of Cotterstoke,
clerk, conveyed to John Giffard, his nephew, and Isabella, his wife,
a fourth of the manor of Little Oakley, and in 35 E. IIT John, son
and heir of Roger Gifford of Cotterstock, the kinsman and heir of
John Giffard, lord of Cotterstoke, clerk, released to Henry Mulso
of Geddington all his right in the fourth part of the manor
of Little Oakley.!

The John Gifford, clerk, named above, was a rich Canon of
York, who founded in 1336 a Collegiate Church at Cotterstock
consisting of a Provost, twelve Chaplains and two lay clerks.?

GIFFARD OF SPOORE, CO. CORNWALL, AND OF
FORKISTON, CO. DEVON,

This is probably a younger branch of the Giffards of
Lanowmure, The visitation of Cornwall of 1620, which is
printed by the Harleian Society, gives the following pedigree
of this family :—

! Lord Braye’s deeds in the 10th Report of the Historical MSS. Commission,

2 Dugdale’s Monasticon, p
E 3
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Giffard is returned as lord of Stotescumbe with Goseville and
Westho, which were members of it. ‘

In the Book of Aids, under Cornwall, in 1346, Simon
Giffard held a knight’s fee in Douneghiri de la Bruere, of Henry
de Champernon. And in the same feodary, under date of 1428,
John Byry is returned as holding one-fourth of a knight’s fee in
Douneghuy de la Bruere which Simon Giffard formerly held.
Aecording to Sir W. Pole, Margaret, the daughter and heir of
John Giffard of Hellond, married John Bery.

This branch of the Giffards bore for arms azure, three fleurs-
de-lys argent two and one, and on'each a pellet. This coat is
evidently based on that of Cantilupe, and the Cantilupes were
coheirs of the Giffards of Fonthill.

GIFFARD OF WESTON-UNDER-EDGE, CO.
GLOUCESTER.

This line is without doubt an offshoot of the Giffards of
Brimsfield, for the manor of Boyton, co. Wilts, which was in the
possession of Elias Giffard of Brimsfield in the reign of Henry II,
is found to be in possession of Hugh Giffard, the ancestor of this
family in the reign of Henry III. We may therefore assume
that this Hugh was the representative of that Walter Giffard,
brother of Elias Giffard, to whom Boyton had been granted in the
reign of Henry II.!

The Testa de Nevill, in a list of tenures of circa 1241, shows
that Hugh Giffard held at that date Boyton of Elias Giffard for
the service of half a knight’s fee, and Elias held it of the Earl of
Salisbury.?

Hugh Giffard married Sibil, one of the coheirs of the Barony
of Cormeilles, and in this way became possessed of the manors of
Weston-under-Edge and Norton, co. Gloucester. At the date of
Domesday these manors were held i capite by Ansfrid de
Cormeilles.

1 Page 8 ante.

2 The Liber Niger of 1166 returns Walter Giffard as lholding one and a half
knights’ fees of Earl Patrick (of Salisbury), and I conclude Boyton was inclnded
in this tenure,
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I must here correct an error into whieh all former archeeclogists
have fallen, for, following the dictum of Dugdale, they have called
this Sibil the daughter and heir of Walter de Cormeilles. She
was really the daughter of Godfrey de Crancumbe, one of the
coheirs of the Barons of Cormeilles. This will be apparent from
the following evidence.

The Liber Rubeus, under date of 1210-12, states that Walter
de Stokes, Godefird de Craueumnbe, and Ralph Belet held nine
knights’ fees of the Barony of Walter de Cormeilles. These must
have been the three coheirs of the barony.

Sir Richard Hoare, the historian of Wilts, writes, under Boyton,
that Hugh Giffard married for a first wife a daughter of Walter
de Cormeilles, and for a second wife a sister and ecoheir of
Alexander de Craucumbe.

As Sibil, the eoheiress of the Cormeilles Barony, survived her
husband, Sir Hugh Giffard, it is evident that these two wives are
really one and the same person, and that Sibil was the sister of
Alexander de Craucumbe and the same person as the heiress of
the Cormeilles fief.

In 19 E. 1 Godfrey, the Bishop of Woreester, the son of Sir
Hugh Giffard, paid 50 marks for one-third of the Barony of
Cormeilles, which fell to him in right of his mother.

The other possessions of this family were the manors of
Itchull (Ewshott), and Cove in Hants, which were held of the
Bishops of Winchester by the service of one and a half knights’
fees, and Castle Guard at Farnham. This fee was probably
obtained by marriage, for it was held in 1166 by Robert de
Hichulle.! '

Sir Hugh Giffard was appointed Constable of the Tower in
20 H. IIT. The Letters Patent which appoint him deseribe him
as “de fomilia Regis)” i.e., of the King’s Household.

By a writ on the Fine Roll of 23 H. I1I, the King aeccepts the
homage of Hugh Giffard, who took to wife Sibil, the sister and
one of the heirs of Alice de Craucumbe, who was dead, and the
homage of John le Brun, the nephew (* nepotis ), and another of the
heirs of the said Alice, and of Ilobert le Archer, who had married
Alice, the niece and third heir of Alice, and the homage of Simon
de Solariis, who married Ysabella, the other niece and fourth heir

! Liber Rubeus (printed), p. 203.
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of Alice, for the reasonable purparties which fell to the said Sibil,
John, Alice, and Ysabella of the lands, ete., which the said Alice
de Craucumbe leld of the King in capite. The Sheriff of co.
Hereford to take security for the relief and to give seisin. The
relief of Sibil was subsequently remitted by the King by a writ
dated from Woodstock 9th September.

In this year, viz, in 1238, Sir Hugh had the guardianship of
Prince Edward, and on the death of Sir Hugh, which is said to
have taken place in 1248, his widow Sibil was appointed governess
to the younger ehildren of Henry IIL!

The eldest son of Sir Hugh, Alexander Giffard, was a distin-
guished Crusader. He was one of two hundred knights who
accompanied the Earl of Salisbury to the Holy Land in 1249.
He was present at Mansoura in the following year, when his ehief
was killed. Matthew Paris states that Alexander Giffard escaped
with difficulty after the defeat of the Crusaders, and was severely
wounded in making his escape. He died sp. The fine cross-
legged effigy of him in Boyton Church displays on the shield the
three lions of Giffard of Brimsfield.

The second son of Sir Hugh Giffard was Walter, who was
elected Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1264, and translated to the
See of York in 1266. On his death in 1279, the estates of this
family devolved on his brother Godfrey, who was Bishop of
Worcester and Chancellor of England 1267-9.

The inquisitions p.n. on the Archbishop give the following
account of his property :—

The Hampshire inquisition states he held the manors of Itchull
and Cove of the Bishcp of Winchester by .the service of one
and a half knights’ fees.

The Wiltshire inquisition states he held the manor of Boyicn
by the service of one knight’s fee of John Giffard.

The Gloucestershire inquisition shows he held the manors of
Norton and Weston under Egge of the King in capite for tha
service of half a knight’s fee.

The Oxfordshire inquisition states he held the manor of
Alerinton (Alkerton) of John de Lodbroke, knight.

! In 24 H. ITT Hugh Giffard was paid £20 for the expenses of Prince Edward,
and in 26 H. I1I he and William Brun received £200 for the same. In the latter
year Hugh Giffard had a gift of 30 marks from the King, to marry his daughter
(Fine Rolls, printed).
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All these inquisitions add that Godfrey, the Bishop of
Worcester, was his nearest heir, and the last inquisition gives the
age of Godfrey at forty-four.

Godfrey, the Bishop of Worcester, died in 1302, when John
Giffard, his nephew, the son of William Giffard, brother of the
Bishop, was found to be his heir.!

As this branch of the family held lands in capite, there is no
difficulty in tracing their descent and identifying the various
members of it by means of the inquisitions p.m. which are extant.

The John Giffard above named died in 13 E. II (1320), and
John Giffard, his son, was found to be his nearest heir and twenty
years of age.

This John Giffard, like the Baron of Brimsfield, joined tle
league against the Despencers, and by close writ of Tth February,
1522, the Sheriff of Gloucestershire was ordered to take all his
manors into the King’s hands. He, however, escaped the fate of
his kinsman, John Giffard of Brimsfield, and his manors were
subsequently restored to him on the fall of the Despencers. He
died, however, very shortly afterwards, for he was deceased on the
10th June, 1327. An inquisition taken on the 13th February,
1328, states that John, his son, was his nearest heir and six
months of age.

The “ Aid” on the knighting of Edward the Black Prince in
1348 states that John Giffard held Weston and Norton by reason
of the minority of the heir, John Giffard. It is difficult to
identify the guardian of the heir, for at this date there
were no less than five coutemporary Jobn Giffards, viz., John
Giffard of Bures (Bowers in Essex), John Giffard of Chillingten,
co. Stafford, John Giffard of Twyford, co. Bucks, John Giffard
of Lannowmure, co. Cornwall, and John Giffard of Helland, in
the same county.

John Giffard proved his age on the 8th October, 1348. The
inquisition states he was born at Sheynton (Sherston), co. Wilts,
in 1 K. ITI. No specific mention of this John Giffard has been
found of later date, but he must have been alive in 1349, for his
daughter and heir Elizabeth was born in 1350, and I think it

1 According to Gage’s Suffolk, under ““ Bairow,” William Giffard, knight, the son
of Hugh Giffard of Boyton, marriel Katherine, the daughter and heir of Hamon
Passelewe, and had issue John Giffard of Weston and Hugh Giffard, Parson
of Barewe.
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probable that the following extract from the Issues of the Pell of
Easter, 25 E. 1IT (1351), refers to him :—*“ To John Giffard, knight,
lately taken prisoner at Calais by the Freneh enemy, 100 marks
of the King’s gift for his redemption.” Two inquisitions exist on
his widow Alianora, who died in 1360. These show that she held
jointly with Jobn Giffard, formerly her husband, the manor of
shereston, co. Wilts, whieh was held of John Tybetoft, knight, by
the service of a knight's fee, and the manors of Ichulle, Evershot,
and Cove, eo. Hants. Elizabeth, the daughter of John Giffard
and Alianora, was her nearest heir and was ten years of age.

On the 3rd November, 1361, the heiress Elizabeth was dead,
and the inquisition of 35 E. ITT taken on her death, states that
John Giffard, the son of Williamn Giffard, the son of John Giffard,
the grandfather of Elizaheth, was her nearest heir, and was
thirty years of age and upwards.

The Aid of 48 E. III (1374) states that John Gifford owed
5 marks for his relief for Weston and Norton, held by the service
of one-tenth of the Barony of Cormailles.

The inquisition on this John Gifford has been lost. The Aid
of 6 H. VI (1428), shows that a later John Gifford held at that
date two knights’ fees in Ichulle and Cove.

This John Gifford died in 1444, and the inquisition on his
death, names Robert, his son, as his nearest heir and twenty-six
years of age. .

tobert Gifford died jin 1446, and the inquisition on his death
states that John, his Dbrother, was his nearest heir and was
seventeen years of age.

An inquisition of 8th October, 1478, taken on the death of
Joan, late wife of Sir John Marney, formerly wife of Robert
Gifford and of one Barantyne, shows that the last-named John
Gifford was dead at that date and that his nearest heir was his
son John, aged twenty-six. .

This John Gifford was succeeded by Sir William Gifford, who
oceurs in 1505, and who died on the 17th June, 1549. The
inquisition taken on the death of Sir William states that John
Gyfford, son of John Gyfford, the son of the said William, was
his nearest heir and was twenty-six years of age. At the date of
the inquisition, which was 3 E. VI, the heir of Joln Gyfford was
married to a daughter of Sir George Throckmorton.
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The last named John died in 1563, and was succeeded by ‘a
son, Sir George Gifford, who alienated most of his property.

He came of age in 1574, and amongst the Acts of the Privy
Council of Elizabeth there is an order dated 1590 addressed to
the Lord Mayor, empowering him to admit to bail George Gifford,
who had been indieted before him for divers felomies.?

Amongst the State Papers of 1609 therz is a petition of
Heury Fleetwood to the Privy Council praying for redress against
the action of Sir George Gifford, who had broken his agreement to
permit him to enter into the manor and parsonage of Weston, eo.
Gloucester.®

In the following year the Fine of Sir George Gifford was
granted by the Council to Henry Gibbs, the Groom of the Bed-
chamber to the Prince of Wales.*

In 1611 Sir George Gifford petitions the Earl of Salishury,
stating that he had served for thirty-nine years without any
reward, that he was in great difficulties, and requests as a favour
from him, and as a kinsman of his Lordship’s wife, a grant of
£2,000 of forfeited goods at the Customs.®

A note in the State Papers states that Sir George Gifford was
dead in 1613, and the Gloucestershire visitation of 1623 shows
he left no issue.

As his mother was a Throckmorton, this George Gifford was a
cousin of the Giftards of Chillington, and further information
respecting him will be found in the account of that family.

The arms of this family were argent, 10 torteaux 4, 3, 2, and 1,
and the same arms are now borne by the Bishops of Worcester,
who derived them from Godfrey Giffard, Bishop of Worcester, in
the reign of Edward I. They are supposed to be the arms of
De Cormeilles, of which the last-named Bishop was one of the
coheirs.

V Ingn. pom. 5 Elizabeth, at which date George, his son and leir, was ten
years old.

2 Aets of the Privy Council (printed), Rolls Series.

3 State Papers (printed), Rolls Series,

+ Ibid., 5 Ild,
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GIFFARD OF EGG-BUCKLAND, CO. DEVON, AND
STANLAKE, CO. OXFORD.

The high offices held by the Giffards of Weston-under-Edge
during the reign of Henry IIT and the evident favour with which
they were regarded by the King are connected with one of the
scandals of the reign of King John, for an Osbert Giffard of this
period was an acknowledged son of that sovereign.

Sandford, in his Genealogical History of the Kings and Quecns
of England, mentions “ Osbert Giffard, another base son of King
John, to whom his said father in the 17th year of his reign
commanded the Sheriff of Oxfordshire to deliver £30 of land of
the estate of Thomas de Arden in that county.” This Osbert first
occurs as a witness to one of King John’s Charters of 1216.2

He was probably a brother or half-brother of Hugh Giffard,
and identical with Osbert Giffard who married Isabella de
Freville, the daughter and heir of Alan de Bokland. On the
Patent Roll of 17 John, Isabella de Freviile, the wife of Oshert
Griffard, had letters “ de conductu,” 1.c., of safe conduect for herself
and her retinue.

On the Patent Roll of 18 John there is a writ te the
Constables of all the King’s castles to admit into them Osbert
Giffard and his suite, who were making a journey on behalf of the
King. Shortly afterwards we find him in prison, and on the same

01l there are letters of safe conduct for Isabella de Freville,
the wife of Osbert Giftard, to enable her to come to the King, to
speak with him respecting the release of Osbert, her husband.

On the Pipe Roll of 5 H. ITI, under Somerset and Iorset,
amongst the “Nova Oblata,” Osbert Giffard is returned as owing
£108, a very large sum in those days, and for which he must have
obtained some commensurate grant or advantage, but I suspect
this Osbert was the ancestor of the Giffards of Twyford (see p. 65).

On the Devon Assize Roll of 22 H. II1, Tsabella Giffard sued
the Prior of Plimton to carry out the terms of a Fine levied femp.
King John between Alan de Bokland. the father of Isabella, and
whose heir she was, and Joel, formerly Prior of Plimton, respecting

! Charter Rolls (printed).
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lands in Bukland, but a verdiet was given in favour of the
Prior.?

This Isabella appears to have been both an heiress and a well
endowed widow, who, having been in ward to the Crown, had
been given in marriage to Osbert Giffard, and who, by a custom
not uncommon in old days, retained the name of her first
husband. ‘

She was dead in 25 H. III, for at that date the Testa de
Neville states that the heir of Isabella held two knights’ fees in
Egg Buekland, Compton, and Hoo of the Honor of Plympton.

Another return in the same feodary of about the same date
states that Osbert Giffard held a knight’s fee in Compton,
Bocland and Howic of tlie Honor of Briewere.

After the death of Isabella, Osbert appears to have married
another wife, Alice Murdak, but both he and Alice were dead in
31 H. 111, when an inquisition held jointly on them states that
Osbert held the manor of Foxeote, co. Somerset, of Maurice de
Berlay (Berkeley), and the manor of Theaumes, co. Somerset, of
Elias Giffard by the service of half a knight’s fee, a rent of 40s. in
Actun of Elias Giffard in co. Gloucester, and a carueate of land in
Pinchecumbe, co. Gloucester, of the Earl of Gloucester.?

In co. Devon he held the manor of Hekebokele (Egg Buckland)
jointly with Alice Murdak, together with the advowson of the
church, and Hauknolle and Hoo.

Aliee Murdak held Stanlake (co. illegible) of Beatrice, her
sister, and she also held Teynford, co. Northampton, of Beatrice, her
sister, as of the Honor of Wallingford. She also held in co. Oxon
one-third of the manor of Dadinton of the King in capite by the
serviee of ome-third of a knight’s fee, and lands in Radinton,
Ellithorne, and Berneford in the same county. Osbert Giffard was
her nearest heir and was thirteen years of age.

The same inquisition states that Osbert held the manor of

1 In the Liber Niger of 1166 Wido de Bocland holds two krights’ fees of the
Honor of Totneys.

3 The Testa de Nevill states that Osbert held three and a half virgates of land
in Pinchenscombe by gift of the King. Alice Murdac occurs also on the Rolls as
Alice Harang. On the Fine Roll of 31 H. III, Ralph fitz Nicholas gave 400 marks
for the custody of the land and heir of Alice Harang and Osbert Giffard, together
with the marriage of the heir,
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Langeham, co. Dorset, in capite' for the service of a pair of spurs or
4d. annually, and the manor of Winterburne Houton, eo. Dorset.

Osbert, son of Osbert, was his nearest heir and was twelve
years of age. _

A suit on the Curia Regis Roll of 12 H. III (No. 98) shows that
this Winterburne had formed part of the Briwerre fee. It states
that Ela, Countess of Salisbury, sued Osbert Giffard for two
carucates of land in Wynterburne Therelos, co. Dorset, excepting a
meoiety of the advowson as her right and inheritance, and in which
lie had no entry except by William Briwerre, to whom William
Longespie, formerly her husband, had demised it. And she sued

teginald de Moyun for two carucates in the same vill, ete. (as before).
Osbert and Reginald called to warranty William Briwerre, the son.
and heir of William Briwerre. m. 9.

On the same Roll, Osbert Giffard sued Thomas de Berkeley to
carry out a convention made between them respecting the manor
of Foxeote. Thomas did not appear, and the suit was adjourned.
m. 12 dorso.

In 27 H. IIL, Osbert, the son of Osbert Giffard, recovered three
virgates of land in Orton, co. Oxon, from John de Overton.?

In 53 H. III the King granted to Osbert Giffard and his heirs
all the land of John de Dyve, who had been killed at the battle of
Lvesham.?

The Devon Hundred Roll of 3 E; T (1275) states that Osbert
Giiffard had free warren in Heckeboeland, Cumpton, and Hauknolle.

The Gloucester Hundred Roll of the same date states that Osbert
Giffard, son and heir of Osbert Giffard, holds Pycheneenmbe, which
the King had given to his father of the escheat of Ralph de Vernun.

The Oxfordshire Hundred Roll of 7 E. I (1279), states that
Osbert Giffard holds in Stanlak a carucate of land in demesne of
John Maunduit by the service of one-fourth of a knight’s fee.

He also held Dadington and had gallows there, jointly with
tlic Prior of Burencester and Henry Dive, and he is named also
amongst the tenants of Woodstock, holding two tenures, one of
six and a half virgates, another of four virgates of land.

! The Testa de Nevill, circa 1241, states that Osbert Giffard held at Langeham,
co. Dorset, a felon’s land given to him by the King, and after the death of Osbert,
the King had given the land and the custody of the heir to Ralph fitz Nicholas.

2 Abbreviatio Placitorum (printed). 3 Ibid,
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- The Northamptonshire Hundred Roll of 4 L I (1276), states
that Osbert Giffard had withheld a mark of rent from Astwelle
which he owed for the ward of Windsor Castle and that he claimed
gallows in Tenford.

This Osbert Giffard was suminoned to perform military service
in Wales in the years 1277, 1282 and 1283.

In 5 E. I Osbert Giffard performed military service in person
against the Welsh for two knights’ fees in Adington.?

He was dead in 1291, for in 19 E. I Sarra, formerly wife of
Osbert, son of Osbert Giffard, sued Osbert Giffard for a third of the
manor of Astewelle Fancotes, co. Northampton, a third of a moiety
of the manor of Dadington (Deddington), co. Oxon, a third of the
manor of Winterburne Houton, co. Dorset, and a third of the
manors of Foxecote and Theaumes, co. Somerset, whicl she elaimed
as dower.?

Osbert Giffard the third was summoned to perform military
service in Gascony in 1294, and in Scotland in 1296. In the
following year (1297) he was summoned to the Parliament which
met at Salisbury, and he was also suminoned to the great Military
Council which met at Rochester in the same year. These last two
summonses seem to denote that he was a knight banneret.

" In the year 1298 he was summoned to perform military service
again in Scotland.

In 1300 he was returned as one of those who held £40 and
upwards of land in cos. Somerset and Dorset and were -summoned
for service in Scotland. In 1301 he was summoned in the same
way in co. Devon.

A presentment on the Kinver Forest Roll of 55 H. III (1271)
throws a curious side-light on the connection between this line of
the Giffards and that of Weston-under-Edge. It was presented
that Baldwin de Fryville, Alexander, liis brother, and others of
the household of Godfrid, Bishop of Worcester, had taken a stag
and three hinds in the forest without warrant, and had carried the
venison to the Bishop’s castle of Hertleburi. This Bishop was
Godfrid Giffard of Weston-under-Edge, and we find all the Freville
relatives of Osbert Giffard in his household.

! Parliamentary writs (printed). 2 Ibid.
3 De Banco Roll, Hill,, 19 E. I. These manors must have been those held in
demesne by her husband.
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The last Osbert appears to have left daughters only, but he
had a brother John, who petitioned the King and Council in 1327
for the restitution of Winterbourne Houton, which he had formerly
held for life under the terms of a fine levied temp. E. I, and which he
had been forced to relinquish to Hugh le Despencer the elder, and
whieh was then in the King’s hands by the forfeiture of the said
Hugh. The petition states that John had an elder brother Osbert,
who had left issue.

On the Devon Assize Loll of 20 E. 1I (1326), John, son of
Osbert Giffard, sued John Giffard of Twy ford and six others for
lands and rents in Accott.

The male line of this family lasted for some gencrations after
this John, for Sir Edmund Giffard of Astewelle, co. Northampton,
and of Stanlake, co. Oxon, who was living 31 E. II], and was dead
in 6 Rie. IT, must have been clearly a member of it.!

A deed enrolled Coram Rege at Kaster term, 17 E. IV,
respecting the manor of Astewelle, co. Northampton, shows that
Katharine, the daughter and heir of Roger Gifford, was married at
that date to Sir Thomas Billyng, the Chief Justice of the King’s
Bench.

GIFFARD OF BICTON, CO. DEVON,

It will exemplify the difficulty of tracing the descent of the
various branches of the Giffards when I mention that there were
two other Osbert Giffards contemporary or nearly so with the
illegitimate son of King John. According to Sir William Pole,
the Giffards of Buketon, co. Devon, descended from an Osbert
Giffard, living ¢emp. H. II, who held Buketon of the Bishop of
ixeter, and from whom he gives this descent :—

Osbert Giffard.
|
J(iel.
William,

Joel Giffard, kt.,
living 27 H. 111

|
Joel Giffard of Buketon,
living 8 E. 11.

! Staffordshirve Collections, Vol. XII, p. 1533, and Vol. XI1T, p. 175, where 1
have confounded him with a contemporary Edmund Giffard of Chillington.
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A suit on the Devon Assize Roll of 50 H. III (No. 178) names
Joel Giffard of Buketon and Richard, his son ; the latter appears
to have been omitted in Sir Williamn Pole’s pedigree.

The male line of this family became extinct Zemp. E. IIL1

Amongst the ancient deeds in the Public Record Oftice there is
a grant dated 43 E. ITI, by which Isabella de Bukynton conveys
to Baldwin (iffard and four others her lands and tenements in
Est Bukynton, with the advowson of the church and the custody
of the gaol of Exeter. This identifies the place as Bicton, for
that manor was formerly charged with the custody of the county
gaol, and it stood within the manor till 1518.—(Zmperial
Gazetteer, 1897.)

Another Osbert Giffard was a brother of the last Elias
Giffard of Brimsfield, who lived in the early part of the reign of
Henry ITI. The following grant to him by William Peitevin is
enrolled on the Gloucestershire Assize Roll of 5 H. III (1221) :—

“Seiant, ete., quod ego Willelmus Pietavensis dedi et concessi
Osberto Giffardo fratri Elie Giffard totam terram meam de Sida,
pro homagio et servitio suo, Tenendum de me et heredibus meis
sibi et heredibus suis jure hereditario, Reddendo unum sprevatum
soram vel xii denarios atque calcaria deaurata vel sex denarios
pro omni servitio. Pro hac, ete., dedit Osbertus sexaginta marcas
argenti per manibus et unum equum ad valenciam xi marcarum,
Hiis testibus Elia Giffard, Radulpho Musard, Willelmo de
Pontearchis de Bicestrope, Thoma de Suckeville, Hugone Giffard,
Willelmo de Widerda, Roberto Walense, Johanne de Riperia
et Johanne Clerico.”?

On the Curia Regis Roll of 11 H. ITT(No. 97), Osbert Giffard of
Norfolk acknowledged that he owed Osbert Giffard of Brumesfeld
60 marks for a quitclaim of the manor of Syde, eo. Gloucester.
m. 10 dorso.

The last-named Osbert could have left no issue, as otherwise
they would have been heirs of the Barony of Brimsfield.

The following suit refers apparently to another Osbert, who
was, I think, the ancestor of the Giffards of Twyford.

On the Curia Regis Roll of 10 H. IIT (No. 94), William de
Huntercumbe sued Osbert Giffard for one-fourth of a knight's fee

! Sir William Pole’s Devonskire.
2 Gloucestershire Assize Roll, 5 H. IIT, m. 8 dorso.
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in Ispedene (Ipsden), co. Oxon. Osbert called to warranty Elias
Giffard, who appeared and asked why he should warrant the land
to him. Osbert then produced a deed of Elias, the grandfather
of Elias, by whieh he had granted Ispedene to Richard “ nepoti
sun.”

GIFFORD OF GREAT SANDFORD, CO. ESSEX.

Morant, in his History of Essex, states that this family was
an offshoot of the Giffards of Buekinghamshire, and in this he is
probably correct, for hoth this family and that of Twyford held a
part of their lands nnder the baronial house of Ros of Hamlake.

Morant commenees his account of the family with Ralph
Giffard, who was Sheriff of Essex and Herts in 1318-19, but a
suit in Banco of 8 Rie. II (1384), gives another generation of the
family and shows that this Ralph was son of a William Giffard.
In this suit, William, son of John Gitfard, sued Robert Lambourne
for land in Great Sawmpford which Robert de Roos had given to
William Giffard and Ralph, his son, and the heirs of the body of
Ralph, and from Ralph he gave this descent! :—

Ralph Giffard.
|

John. Thomas,
living 23 E. 3.
William Giffard,
the plaintiff,
1384,

Robert de Ros of Hamlake occurs in 1258 and died in 1285.2

John Giffard, the son of the plaintiff in this suit, died on the
25th July, 1414, leaving no issue, and his heir was his sister
Margaret Chansy.

The inquisition from which these facts are gathered was taken
in 27 H. VI (1448-9), and states that one Walter Gardiner,
chaplain, Riehard Giffard, and another had been seised of the
manor called Gyffardys in Great Sampford and Little Sampford,
co. Essex, and had granted it to John Giffard and Margaret, his
wife, and the heirs of their bodies, and in default of such, to the

! De Banco, Mich., 8 Ric. IT, m. 186.
2 The Complete Peerage, by G. E. C.
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GIFFARD OF BOWERS, CO. ESSEX.

The first of this family on record is Sir William Giffard, who
was Sheriff of co. Essex in the latter part of the reign of Henry
IIT and early in the reign of Edward I. The Essex Hundred
Roll of 3 E. I (1275) contains numerous presentments against
him for oppression and extortions under colour of his office, and
the jury of the Hundred of Barstable presented that he had
erected new gallows at Bures. This William may be identical
with William Giffard of Great Sandford.

By Letters Patent of 9 E. I the King granted to Robert
Giffard the manor of Bures, co. Essex, for which Robert released
to the King all his claim on the Hundred of Berdestable which he
had by the gift of William Giffard, his father, and Gundreda, his
mother.!

Gundreda must have been the heiress of the family of Sutton,
who had held Bures by the curious service of scalding the King’s
hogs. Among the Sergeanties in the Testa de Nevill of date
1212 is one at Bures held by Robert de Sutton, “ per serjantiam
escaldandy porcos Regis.” The Testa also states that the same
lobert de Sutton held the Hundred of Berdestable.?

A writ in the Originalia, under Essex, dated 28 E. I, states that
the King had accepted the homage of Robert Giffard, the son and
heir of Gundreda Giffard, for the lands held by her “ut de honore
de Raylegh in manw Regis existente,” and on the Patent Roll of the
same year there is a license for Robert Giffard to enfeoff certain
persons named in the manors of Bures and Trindheye, co. Essex,
which were held in capite.

The next member of the family I have met with is John
Giffard, named in an inquisition “ad quod damnum ” of 12 E. 111
(1339). The jury of this inquisition stated that if John Giffard
of Bures enfeoffed John, the son of Walter Bacheler of Lullington,
in the manor of Morton, co. Essex, there would still remain to him
the manor of Bures.Gyffard, sufficient to enable him to perform his
customary service to the King.

* Letters Patent, Zemp. E. I (printed), Record Series, also Additional Charters

British Museum.
Testa de Nevill (printed) and Liber Rubeus.
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This John Giffard served in the expedition to France of 1346
and was doubtless at the battle of Crecy, for on the French
Roll of 20 E. III there are two writs dated 23rd January, 1347,
addressed to the Sheriffs of Essex and Kent, directing them not to
molest John Giffard of Bures, knight, who had the King’s permission
to return to England with Sir John Maltravers. At this date the
King was at the siege of Calais, and many of the barons and
knights who were with him obtained his permission to repair to
England either on account of ill-health or for the purpose of
replenishing their horses and equipment! John Giffard after-
wards returned to France and served at the latter part of the siege
of Calais in the retinue of Robert de Ufford, Earl of Suffolk.?

He died in the following year, the writ of “ diem clausit
extremum” being dated the 12th Mareh, 22 E. ITI (1348). The
Essex inquisition states he held no land of the King in eapite, but
that he held the manor of Bures and lands in Uphall and other
places named, for life by grant of Henry de Shorne, with remainder
to Thomas, son and heir of Thomas de St. Nicholas, and that his
nearest heir was William Bygot, son of John Bygot of Fange, who
was thirty years of age and upwards.

The inquisition taken in Kent states he held the manor of
Huntingdon of the Archbishop of Canterbury by the service of one
knight’s fee, and he held Bensted in Huntingdon by the service of
one-fourth of a knight’s fee of the Queen, as of her manor of
Ledes, and that another part of Huntingdon was held of John de
Grey of Codnor, as of his manor of Guildford. Stephen de
Bassingbourne was his nearest heir, and was thirty years of age
and upwards.

In consequence of the discrepancy between these two inquisi-
tions with regard to the heir, a third inquisition was taken, whizh
repeats the statement that Stephen de Bassingbourne was his
nearest heir.®

He left a widow, Alianora, who died in 26 E. III, seised of the
manor of Buckland in Berkshire.*

At Bower Giffard, co. Essex, there is an interesting sepulchral
brass in the church to the memory of this Sir John Giffard, who
was the last of his line.

! Crecy and Calais, pp. 55 and 108. 2 Idid.
3 Ingn. p.m., 22 E. 111, No. 39. 4 Ingn. p.m., 26 E. 111, No. 46.
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THE GIFFARDS OF CO. SUFFOLK.

The feoffinent of the Giffards in co. Suffolk must have heen of
comparatively late date, for the Testa de Nevill makes no mention
of them under that county. At the date of the Hundred Roll of
3 E. T (1275) William Giffard had recently relinquished the office
of Sheriff of the two counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and was
probably dead, for the juries of the Hundreds in both counties
made numerous complaints of the oppression and extortion
practised by him and his bailiffs during his shrievaldom. The
jury of the Hundred of Thingoe, co. Suffolk, likewise presented
that he had newly raised gallows in the vill of Barewe (Barrow).
This William is identical with William, the son of Hugh Giffard
of Boyton, who lias been named in the account of the Giffards of
Weston-under-Edge. He was dead in 1302, the date of the
inquisition upon his brother Godfrey, Bishop of Worcester, for
the jury stated that John, the son of William and the nephew of
Godfrey, was the nearest heir of the Bishop.

Gage, in his History of Suffolk, states that this William Giffard
married Katharine, danghter and heir of Hamon Passelewe,! and
had issue by her John Giffard of Weston-under-Edge and Hugh
Giffard, the parson of Barewe. According to the same authority,
in 12 E. IT John Giffard of Weston and Hugh Giffard released all
their right in Barrow to Bartholomew, Lord Badlesmere, and in 14
E. II Katharine, the widow of William Giffard, likewise released
her claim to Barrow in favour of the same Bartholomew.

At this date another Sir William Giffard was flourishing in the
counties of Cambridge and Suffolk, but there is no evidence to
connect him with the Giffards of Barrow and Weston-under-Edge.
The Book of Aids for co. Cambridge, under date of 1302, has:—

“ Esthatherle, two-thirds of a knight’s fee held by William
Giffard and William fitz Ralph.”

1 This is doubtless correct, for in 25 H, III Hamon Passelewe and Matilda, his
wife, were suing William de St. Albans and Alice, his wife, for the next presentation
to the church of Barewe, co. Suffolk (Abbreviatio Placitorum, printed), and on the
Suffolk Hundred Roll of 3 E.I the jury presented that William Giffard and
the bailiffs of Matilda Passelewe had erected gallows in Barewe,
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And under date of 1346 it states that William Giffard held
Wendeye, one-third of a knight’s fee formerly held by William
Giffard.

Under Suffolk, the Book of Aids returns that William Giffard
held in 1346 the manor of Topesfeld in Hadley for the service of
half a knight’s fee of John Kariel, and John held it of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. William Giffard held at the same date
half a knight’s fee in Clopton, co. Suffolk, which Thomas Giffard
and his tenants had formerly held of Earl Warenne. This entry
seems to show that this William Giffard was the representative
of a former Thomas Giffard.

William Giffard was also assessed at the same date for a fourth
part of a knight's fee in Waclefeld, held of the Abbot of St.
Edmund, and underheld by John de St. Clare.

Isabella Giffard held at the same date half a knight’s fee in
Boxsted of the Earl of Lancaster. This fee was held under
Isabella by William Huy.

The Cambridge Hundred Roll of 7 E. I (1279) states that
Dominus William Giffard held Sheppere (Shepreth) of Walter
Maxtin.

Sir William Giffard was succeeded by another Sir Willian
who was serving in Franece with the King in 1346 in the retinue
of the young Edward de Montagu, afterwards Earl of Salishury.
On the 7th May a writ was sent to the supervisors of the array
of the counties of Suffolk and Essex to exonerate William Giffard
from his assessment in those counties, as he was serving in person
in the retinue of Edward de Montagu. On the 20th June
following William Giffard had letters of protection dated from
Porechester, whilst serving in the retinue of Edward de Montagu,
and in a few days after this date the expedition set sail for
France. The latter writ was renewed in 21 E. III, when the
King was at Calais, and in this writ Willilam Gitfard is styled
a knight.!

The last William Giffard was sueceeded by a son Robert, who
left an only daughter Margaret, and the direct iale line of this
house became extinet in the reign of Richard II or Henry IV. At
Easter term, 18 H. VI, William Themelby, armiger, sued William

! Crecy and Calais, pp. 84, 95, and 132.
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Clopton, armiger, and Robert Clopton for land in Hadley, co. Suffolk,
and gave this descent !:—

1st wife T William Gyffard, kt. = Isabella, 2nd wife.

[ Cecilia, 0b. s.p.
William Gryffard, kt., John,
levied a fine respecting 2nd son.
lands in Hadley in
13 E. III.

I
Robert.
|
Margaret.
I
William Flete.
I

[ |
Isabella. Margaret.

[
William Themelby, Robert Crumwell, kt.
the plaintiff.

The feoffient of the Giffards in co. Cambridge appears to have
been very ancient, for on the Cambridge Pipe Roll of 31 H. I (1130),
Robertus Ostiarius filius Giffardi pays a mark of gold and seven
ounces for the office of his father, and a later entry on the same

loll states that Robert Giffard Ostiarius was pardoned 3s. of

this debt. Another Robert Giffard is returned in the Feodary of
1166 as holding one-sixth of a knight’s fee in co. Cambridge, and
a Ralph Giffard holds land in the same county in 10 Rie. I (Curia
Regis Roll, printed). A Matthew Giffard witnesses one of the
charters of the Conqueror in apparently a subordinate position,
and may be the Ostiarius, or the King’s Usher, from whom Robert
derived an hereditary office in 1130.

GIFFARD OF TIRINGHAM, CO. BUCKS.

Amongst the number of his knights’ fees returned by Gervase
Paganel of Dudley in 1166 were three held at that date by
Giffardus de Tiringeham. These were of old feoffment, and this
line of the Giffards had therefore been enfeoffed by the ancestor
of Gervase before the death of Henry I, 7., anterior to 1135.

De Banco, Easter, 18 H. VI, m. 447, taken from Plantagenet Harrison’s
Abstracts from the Plea Rolls, Public Record Office.
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Immediately succeeding the name of Giffard of Tiringham
occurs that of Henry de Mohun, a member of the Devonshire
tamily of that name, who held under the Paynel Barony of Bampton
in Devonshire, and we may assume therefore that the Giffards
of Tiringham were a branch of the Devonshire Giffards, who
had been enfeoffed by Fulk Paganel, the grandfather of Gervase,
when he entered into possession of the Dudley Barony. The
three fees held by the Giffards under the latter Barony were
Tiringham and Great Crawley in Bucks, and Pedmore in
Worcestershire.

The inquisition taken in Buckinghamshire on the lands of
Roger de Somery, who died in 1 E. I (1272), states that John
de Tiringeham held a knight’s fee in Tiringeham and one-fourth
of a knight’s fee in Great Crawle.

The Testa de Nevill states that Giffard of Tiringeham held
three-fourths of a knight’s fee in Pebbemore of the Baron of
Dudley. John de Tiringeham died in 1273 during the minority
of Roger de Somery, his chief lord, and the custody of his lands
falling in consequence to the Crown, an inquisition was held
upon them, which states that John Giffard of Tiringeham held
the manor of Tiringeham and the hamlet of Estwode of the
Honor of Newport, and that Roger his son was his nearest heir
and thirteen years of age.

The inquisition on Roger de Somery, the Baron of Dudley,
who died in 20 E. I, states that Roger de Tiringeham held a
knight’s fee at Tiringeham of the Barony.

In the Book of Aids, under Bucks, Roger Giffard, femp.
Edward T, holds Tyringeham with Felegrave and the hanilet
of Astwode of Roger de Somery, and owed the service of one
knight.

It will be uoted that this family are styled indifferently
Giffard and Tiringham, and I shall now show that another family
of Giffard in Worcestershire assumed the name of de Crumba, or
Croome, after the place of their residence. '

GIFFARD OF CROOME, CO. WORCESTER.

At the Worcestershire Assizes of 32 E. I, Stephen Giffard
sued Simon de Crombe, Agnes, late wife of Osbert, son of Adam



74 THE GIFFARDS.

de Crombe, and others named, for unjustly disseising him of
tenements in Crombe Adam.!

Steplhen pleaded that Osbert, his father, had died seised of the
tenements, and after his death Agnes, his mother, had entered as
guardian in socage, as he was under age, and had alienated them
to Simon, but he afterwards withdrew his suit. The pedigree
appears to be as follows :—

Adam deI Crombe.
Simoun. Osbert IGiﬂ'ard = Agues.
Stepken Giffard,
the plaintiff.

The Testa de Nevill shows that Adam de Cromba held a
knight’s fee of the Bishop of Worcester, and this family was
doubtless enfeoffed by the Giffards of Brimsfield, for Elias Giffard
held a knight’s fee of the Bishop in the Liber Niger of 1166.

Amongst the bequests in the will of Godfrey Giffard, Bishop
of Worcester, who died in 1301, is a sum of money to “uaon
domini Stmonis de Crombe nepoti mee.”

In the Book of Aids, under date of 20 E. I1I (1346), John de
Crombe and Roger de Lodeburn were assessed at 40s. for a
knight’s fee in Crombe, Tydelmynton, and Edmundescote, co.
Worcester, which Adam de Crombe formerly held.

GIFFARD OF WHADDON, CO. BUCKS.

Whaddon formed a part of the great possessions of the
Gviffards, Earls of Buckingham, which had escheated to the
Crown temp. Henry II. The Hundred Roll of Bucks of 7 E. 1
states that at that date Richard Fitz John held Whaddon “de
honore Giffurd per eschaetam,” and that Robert Giffard held a
virgate and a half of land in it by sergeanty, viz., by the service
of keeping the King's wood (Whaddon Chase).

The Richard Fitz John above named is the same person as
the Richard de Mandeville who was one of the coheirs of the
Giffards of Fonthill.

! Worcester Assizo Roll, 32 E. I, m. 3. There are three Croomes in Worcester-
shire. Giffards Croome wus probably the Croome now known as Hill Croome.
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Robert Giffard was succeeded by John Giffard of Whaddon,
armiger, who was summoned to perform military service against
the Scots in 16 E. 11!

I have not met with any further information respecting this
family till the reign of Henry VII, when a suit in Banco shows
the male line ecahe to an end. At the Easter sittings in Banco
of 1 H. VII, Robert Pygot sued Richard Heyton, late of
Totynhoo, and Aliee, his wife, for an illegal entry into his close
and houses at Whaddon, co. Bucks, and he gave this descent :—

John Gyffard, seised of the manor of Whaddon.
I

I |
Thomas, d.v.p. John Gyffard == Margaret.

Alice = Riehard Heyton, Margaret = Robert Pygot.
and heir to her grandfather.
Thomas Pygot.

GIFFARD OF EAST GINGE, CO. BERKS, AND BURTON,
CO. WILTS.

When Harvey Clarence, King of Arms, made his visitation
in Wiltshire in 1565, he inserted in it the pedigree of Gifford
of Burton, who bore for arms the three stirrups and leathers of
Giffard of Chillington, differenced with a border. The pedigree
was as follows :—

Walter Gryfford of Rodenhurst.
Edward, married a daughter
and heir of John Osborne

of Burton, eo. Wilts.

l
Kdith, dau. == Morris Gyfford == Jane, dau. of John

of Twynyhoo, Poole of Supperton,
co. Somerset. eo. Gloucester.
Thomas, Two daughters.
ob.s p.

By a third wife, Margaret, daughter of William Bewshin of
Cottels, co. Wilts, Morris Giffard had Henry, a priest, Thomas,
son and heir, and Avthur and Robert, who both died s.p.

The pedigree of Hale in the visitation of Issex of 1612
states that Richard Hale, who died in 1620, had married
Deewes (sic), daughter and heir of Giffard of Somersetshire, who

! Parlinmentary writs (printed).



76 THE GIFFARDS.

bore azure, three stirrups and leathers argent and a border of
the same.

An inquisition of 9 H. VI, taken after the death of Alice,
formerly wife of Walter Gyffard, states that she held of the King in
capite a moiety of the manor of Estgenge in co. Berks, by the service
of one-eighth of a knight’s fee, and that William Giffard, her son,
was her nearest heir and was thirty years of age and upwards.!

An inquisition on Thomas Gyfford the elder, armiger, taken
in co. Berks on the 3rd July, 31 H. VIII (1539), states that
Maurice Gyfford, the father of Thomas, was seised of lands and
tenements in East Gyng and a moiety of the manor of Estgyng,
and by license of the King and by Letters Patent of 30th June,
13 H. VIIIL, had conveyed them to John Bourghchier, armiger,
William Essex, knight, and others named, to the use of Thomas
Gifford, son and heir of Maurice and of Isabella Mundeye, widow,
on the marriage of Thomas and Isabella and to the heirs of
their bodies, and failing such to the nse of Thomas Gifford the
younger, son of Maurice, and the heirs of his body, and failing
such to the right heirs of Maurice for ever. Thomas the elder
had died sp., 1st April, 30 H. VIII, and the lands and tenements
should therefore devolve on Thomas Gifford the younger, and the
said Thomas was aged forty years and upwards.

Another inquisition was taken in 44 Eliz. after the death of
John Gyfford, gentleman, and states that he held a moiety of
the manor of Eastginge, co. Berks, and lands and tenements,
rents, ete., in Bysshopisrowe, Barford, Warmester, Burton, Whyt-
borne, Bugley, Corseley, Chitterne All Saints, Codford DIeter,
Codford Mary, Semley, Russold, and Teffont, co. Wilts, and of the
advowson of the church of Bysshoppisrowe aforesaid. And the
sald John Gyfford so being seised, a fine was levied between James
Hannam, esquire, and George Gyfford, gentleman, plaintiffs, and
the said John Gyfford and Mary, his wife, and William Gyfford,
gentleman, son and heir-apparent of the same John, deforciants
of all and singular the premises. By which said fine the said
John, Mary, and William remitted all right to James and George
and to the heirs of the said James for ever. Which said fine
was to the uses following, namely, in respect of the moiety of
the manor of Eastging, and other the premises in Eastging,

! Chancery Ingn. p.n., 9 H. VI, No. 4.
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Henredd, Russold, Warmester, and Semley, in the eounties of
Berks and Wilts, to the use of the said William Gyfford and
Dorothy, his wife, for the term of their lives and the life of the
longest liver of them, for the jointure of the said Dorothy, and
after their decease to the use of the heirs male of the body of
the said William begotten upon the body of the said Dorothy,
and for default of such issue to the use of the issue male of the
said William Gyfford, in defanlt to the use of Thomas Gyfford,
second gson of the said John Gyfford, and of the issue male of
the said Thomas, in default to the use of John Gyfford, third
son of the said John, the father, and of the issue male of the
said John Gyfford, the son, in default to the use of James Gyfford,
fourth son, ete., and of the issue male of the said James, in
default to the use of Christopher Gyfford, fifth son, ete., and of
the issue male of the said Cbristopher, in default to the use of
George Gyfford, sixth son, ete., and of the issue male of the said
George, in default to the use of Botifield Gyfford, seventh son of
the said John, the father, and of the issue male of the said
Botifield, in default to the use of the right heirs of the said John
Gyfford, the father, for ever. And in respeet of all and singular
other the premises, the residue, to the only use and behoof of
the said John Gyfford, the father, and the said Mary, his wife, for
the term of their lives and the life of the longest liver of them,
after their decease to the use of the said William Gyfford, and of
the heirs male of his body begotten upon the body of the said
Dorothy, in default to the use of the issue male of the said
William Gyfford, in default to the use of the said Thomas Gyftord
and of his issue male, in default to the use of the said John, the
gon, and of his issue male, in default to the use of the said James
and of his issue male, in default to the use of the said Christopher
and of his issue male, in default to the use of the said George and
of his issue male, in default to the use of the said Botifield and
of his issue male, in defanlt to the use of the right heirs of the
said John Gyfford, the father, for ever, as by a copy of the said
fine and a certain indenture tripartite made between the said
John Gyfford, the father, and Mary, his wife, of the first part,
the said James Hannam and George Gyfford, gentleman, of the
second part, and John Hoskins, gentleman, and the said William
Gyfford of the third part, bearing date September 20th, 30
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Elizabeth, more fully appears, ete. And so being thereof seised,
the said Mary died, and the said John, the father, survived her,
ete. And the said John Gyfford, the father, died on the 11th day
of September in the 43rd year of the said Queen at Frome in the
county of Somerset.

And they say that the said William Gyfford is son and next
heir of the said John Gyfford, deceased, and he was of the age of
thirty years and more at the time of the death of the said John.!

It will be noted, as a enrious circumstance, that this family
held land in Barford, co. Wilts, which was one of the manors held
by Berenger Giffard at the date of Domesday.

When Robert Gifford of Exeter was ereated Baron Gifford of
St. Leonards, co. Devon, in 1824, he claimed to descend from this
family, and the Heralds granted him their arms; but the descent
has not been proved, and as the Giffards from time immemorial
have played an important part in the municipal affairs of Ixeter,
and Robert Giffard, the father of the first peer, was a considerable
burgess of that town, it is far more likely that they descend from
the Giffards of Halsbury or the Giffards of Yeo, both of which
families held burgage tenures in Exeter, as shown by the
inquisitions p.m. which have been quoted. Sir Thomas Gifford,
Mayor of Exeter, was knighted in 1663, and Sir John Gifford,
another mayor, was knighted in 1688.2

GIFFARD OF HOOTON PAYNEL, CO. YORK.

Hooton Paynel, co. York, was held in demesne by the
Paganels, from whom it passed to their coheirs, the Luttrels,
and from the latter family to the Hiltons, who possessed it in
1471 In 1495 it was in the King’s hands, and Henry VIII in
the 33rd year of his.reign granted it to William fitz William,
Farl of Southampton. In 38 Elizabeth it was held by John
Gifford of Chichester and Elizabeth, his wife.?

! Chancery Ingn. p.m., Series 11, Vol. 271, No. 157.

2 Le Neve’s Knights.

3 Hunter's South Yorkshire. William, Earl of Southampton, died s.p. in 1542,
when the manor escheated to the Crown and was afterwards acauired by John
Gifford, the grandfather,
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An inquisition taken after the death of John Gyfforde, armiger,
of Hutton Painel, in 38 Elizabeth, names three generations of this
family, but I am unable to affiliate them with any other branch of
the Giffards. It states that the said John Gyfforde some time before
his death was seised in fee of and in the manor of Hoton Pannell,
otherwise Hutton Pannell, co. York, and by his indenture bearing
date the first day of October in the 12th year of the said Queen, for
and in consideration of a marriage before solemnised between John
Gyfford, his son and heir-apparent, and Elizabeth, danghter of
Edward Bellingeham, esquire, and for the jointure of the same
Elizabeth, granted and agreed with Riehard Bellingham,
gentleman, son and heir-apparent of the said Edward, that he,
the said John Gyfford, the father, and Anne, then his wife, before
Christmas next by fine to be levied, would acknowledge the
said manor and lands and rents speeified in Hutton Pannell,
Byllam, Clayton, and St. John’s, and the advowson of the church of
Hutton Pannell, to be the right of the said Richard Bellingeham,
and of one George Goringe, esquire, ete. Which said fine so to be
levied should be, as regards all the said messuages, lands, ete. (being
parcel of the manor aforesaid), then in the tenures of Nicholas
Whyteaeres (and others) to the use of the same John Gyfford, the
father, and his heirs during the life of the said John Gyfford, the
son, without impeachment of waste, and after the decease of the
said John, the son, then to the use of the said Elizabeth and of the
heirs males of her body begotten by the same John Gyfford,
the son, in default to the use of the heirs male of the body of the
said John Gyfford, the son, in default to the use of the heirs male
of the body of one John Gyfford, esquire, deceased, grandfather
of the said John Gyfford, the son, and in default to the nse of the
right heirs of John Gyfford, the son, for ever. And as regards
all the messuages, lands, ete.,, then or late in the tenures of John
Thomson, Henry Fawkes, and George Showre, should be to the
use of John Gyfford, the father, for the term of his life, and after
his decease to the use of the said John Gyfford, the son, and
Elizabeth, his wife, and of the heirs male of the body of the
said John, the son, begotten of the hody of the same Elizabeth, in
defanlt to the use of the issue male of the said John Gyfford,
the father, and in default with remainders as above.

And the said John Gyfford, the father, was seised in fee
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of all that grange and “farmhold,” called Hallywell Grange,
otherwise Howell Grange, in the parishes of Thurnsco, Darfeild,
and Hutton, co. York, and of and in all that tenement and
farm, called “Ryslippes” or “Islippes,” in the parish of
Northall and Harrowe, in the county of Middlesex, and by a
fine levied on the Octaves of St. Michael, 33 Klizabeth, he
conveyed the premises in the counties of York and Middlesex
last recited to the uses expressed in certain indentures made
between the same John Gyfford, the father, and William
Gyfford, his second son, of the one part, and Richard Erneley,
esquire, and John Lyon, gentleman, of the other part, namely, as
regards the said grange and other the premises in Thurnseo,
Darfeild, and Hutton, to the use of the said William Gyfford and
his heirs until he should marry a certain Awdrey (Audream)
Lyon, and after the marriage so celebrated between them, then,
except all wood lands, parcel of the said grange, and all
woods thereon growing, to the use of the said William Gyfford
and Awdrey, and of the heirs of the said William, for ever. And
as regards the said premises in the county of Middlesex, to
the use of the said John Gyfford, the father, and Anne, his
wife, during their lives and the life of the longest liver of them
after their decease to the use of the said William Gyfford and his
heirs, for ever.

The inquisition further states that the manor and advowson of
Hutton Panell were held of the Queen in chief by the twentieth
part of one knight’s fee, and were worth by the year beyond
reprises £15. The said grange and “farmhold” were held of
the said Queen by the hundredth part of one knight’s fee, and
were worth by the year beyond reprises £3 6s. 8. Of whom the
premises in Middlesex are held the jurors were ignorant, and they
were worth by the year beyond reprises £5. The said John
Gyfford, the son, was son and heir of the said John Gyflord,
the father, named in the writ, and was of the age of forty-seven
years and more at the time of the death of the said John Gyfford,
his father. And that the said Anne was yet alive at Abyngton, in
the county of Berks.

The above inquisition gives the following pedigree :—

! Chancery Inqn. p.n., Series II, Vol. 245, No. 67.
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is a list of the English who were in IFrance with King James,
and amongst these is Sir John Gifford with a note against his
name, “ He hath a very good estate.” He must have subsequently
returned to England, for he died in London in 1736, when the title
became extinct.

GIFFARD OF CHILLINGTON.

When Evelyn Shirley wrote his book on The Noble and Gentle
Men of England in the early part of the reign of Victoria, he
prefaced his account of this family with the following words :—

“ A noble Norman family which is traced to the Conquest,
and of which there were in Leland’s time four ‘notable houses
remaining in England in the counties of Devon, Southampton,
Stafford, and Buckingham, all with the exception of the third
have been long extinet.” Previous chapters of this history will
have shown that the houses which have become extinct since
Leland’s time were those of Giffard of Halsbury, co. Devon,
Giffard of Itchell and Cove, co. Hants, and Giffard of Twyford,
co. Bucks, but when Shirley speaks of these houses as being
- extinet, it was in the sense that their hereditary estates had
been lost, either by sale, or by intermarriage into other families.
It is to be presumed that cadets are existing of all these houses,
and in the case of the Giffards of Halsbury, we know that to
be the fact, the younger branch of this family, the Giffards of
Brightley, having carefully preserved their evidences after the
loss of their lands, and recorded them in the College of Arms.

Chillington occurs in Domesday, amongst the possessions of
William filius Corbutionis in Warwickshire, but rubricated under
the Staffordshire Hundred of Cuttlestone. The entry is as
follows :—

In Colveston Hundred. Idem Willelmus tenet Cillintone,
ibi sunt IIT hide, terra est VI carucate, in dominio est una
carucata, et IX servi et XIII villani et VI bordarii, valuit 1IIL
libras, modo XXX solidos. Episcopus de Cestria calumpniat hane
terram.

By a deed s.d. Peter Corbesun, the grandson of William fitz
Corbuson, granted Chillington to Peter Giffard (whom he styles

-
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the nephew of his wife), to be held by him and his heirs for the
service of half a knight’s fee. For this grant Peter Giffard gave
him 20 marks and a charger (of metal), and to Margaret, his
wife, five marks. The deed is witnessed by Henry de Montfort,
Roger Murdac, and others.

At the date of this deed Peter Giffard had returned from
Ireland, where he had served with distinetion under Strongbow
(Richard fitz Gilbert, Earl of Clare). At Chillington there is
still preserved the original grant made to him by Earl Richard
of the vill of Tachmelin in Ireland with a moiety of the Cantred
or Hundred of the same, for which he was to find the service of
ten knights.?

Margaret, the wife of Peter Corbuson, was without dounbt a
Giffard, and probably sister of a William Giffard who was
seneschal of Roger, Earl of Warwick, during the reign of King
Stephen and the early part of the reign of Henry II. The object
of paying five marks to her would be to extinguish her right of
dower out of the manor.

Peter Corbuson, the grantor, was of Stodley, co. Warwiek, and
grandson of William filius Corbutionis, who held twenty-three lord-
ships in capite at the date of Domesday. In Normandy this family
held under the great house of d’Arques, Vicomtes de Rouen, and
on referring back to the account of the Giffards of Normandy,
it will be noted that the family of d’Arques were a younger
branch of the Giffards of Longueville.

The above deed takes no aceount of the Bishop’s claim on the
manor, but by another deed s.d. Peter Corbuson grants to Peter
Giffard, Chilintona, which had been the marriage portion of
Margaret, the sister of Peter Corbuson, to be held by him and his
heirs for the service of half a knight’s fee, as freely as Peter
Corbesun, his father, had held it, and this grant was made in the
court of Richard Peche, the Bishop of Coventry, and with his
assent, the said vill of Chilinton being of his fee. Witnesses :—
Robert Giffard, son of Gerard Giffard, and William Giffard, his
brother, Richard,the Dean of Lichfield, William Giffard, the brother
of Peter Giffard, and Robert Giffard, the son of William Giffard.

The date of this deed is approximately 1178, for it must be
anterior to 1181, when Bishop Richard Peche died, and it was

! Deed No. 2, Appendix. 2 Deed No. 1, Appendix.
G 2
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probably later than 1177, when the English were expelled from
the south of Ireland.!

By another deed s.d. Richard, the Bishop of Coventry, confirms
the above grant. This deed is witnessed by Richard, the Dean
of Lichfield, Andrew Giffard, clerk, Gilbert Giffard, William
Giffard, and Richard de Rushale, the Bishop’s steward.?

By a third deed William, the son of Peter Corbuson, confirms
the grant of Chilinton which had been made to Peter Giffard- by
his father, for which Peter gave him a palfrey and a robe, two
marks of money, and some armour. This deed is witnessed by
Hervey (de Stretton), the Sheriff of co. Stafford, William Giffard,
son of Gerard Giffard, and many others.®

The date of this deed must be anterior to Michaelmas, 1184,
when Hervey de Stretton relinquished his shrievalty.

In the notes to the Chillington deeds in Vol. ITI of the Stafford-
shire Collections 1 expressed an opinion "that the Giffards of
Chillington were a branch of the Giffards of Brimsfield. This
opinion was based on the circumstances that the former family
had quartered the three lions of the Giffards of Brimsfield in their
coat-of-arms as early as the reign of Henry VIII, on the presence
of Gilbert Giffard, a son of that house, as one of the witnesses
to the Chillington deeds, and on the assumption, which has since
proved untrue, that a Gerard, son of Elias, who occurs in the
Liber Niger of 1166 as a tenant of the Baron of Bery Pomeroy,
was identical with the Gerard named in the Chillington deeds.

It will be seen from the evidence which is now brought
forward that there can be hardly a doubt of the descent of the
Giffards of Chillington from the Giffards, Barons of Fonthill.

The principal evidence for this view is derive¢ from the names
of the witnesses to the Chillington deeds above given. .These
were i—

! Deed No. 3, Appendix. It is clearly later than 1166, the date of the Liber
Niger, for Peter Giffard is not named among the Bishop’s tenants in that Feodary.

2 Deed No. 4, Appendix. y

3 Deed No. 5, Appendix. These four deeds, Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5, were unfortu-
nately lent to Shaw, the historian of Staffordshire, for the purpose of being
copied for his history of Staffordshire, then in progress. Shaw died shortly
afterwards, and these decds not having been reclaimed by the family were sold
amongst his effects, and they are now supposed to be amongst the collections
of Sir Thomas Phillips, who purchased the greater part of the collections of Shaw.
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Robert Giffard, son of Gerard Giffard (the Baron of Fonthill);

William Giffard, his brother, and another son of the Baron
of Fonthill;

William Giffard, brother to Peter Giffard ;

Robert Giffard, son of William Giffard ;

Andrew Giffard, clericus (the eventual heir of the Giffards
of Fonthill) ; and
Gilbert Giffard.

All these Giffards, with the exception of the last, can be
identified as members of the Fonthill branch of the family. A
contemporary Gilbert Giffard was without doubt a son of Elias
Giffard, the Baron of Brimsfield, but the name of Gilbert was
likely to be common to both branches, owing to their relationship
to the Fitz Gilberts of Clare.

It will be remembered that part of the Fonthill fief consisted
of “wvavassorin,” or tenures by eastle guard at the Castle of
Strigul (now Chepstow), the caput of the Barony of Clare.

The serviee of eastle gnard was usually performed by the
younger sons of the military tenants of the barony. It was
an honowrable office, whieh eould be filled withont the great
outlay in arms and horses entailed by the service of a knight. It
requires therefore no great streteh of the imagination to eonceive
Peter Giffard, a cadet of the house of Fonthill, performing this
service at Strigul, and in this way beeoming eulisted in the
expedition which sailed from that point to Ireland on the
invitation of Dermot, the King of Leinster, in 1170.

On the subject of the parentage of Peter we are left almost
entirely in the dark, for the name of his father never transpires.
The only elue we possess to it is in the arms borne by the
Giffards of Chillington from time immemorial, viz., the three
stirrups and leathers. These are the arms borne in ancient days
by the Seudamores of Upton and Fifield, co. Wilts. The feodary
of 1166, whieh is known as the Liber Niger, records under
Wiltshire that Godfrey de Scudamore held at that date four
knights’ fees, and that one of these was held by Walter Gitfard
“of old feoffment,” by which is meant that he or his ancestor
had been enfeoffed in it before the death of Henry I I
think it probable that Peter Giftfard was either son or brother
of this Walter, but beyond that I eannot go. The Scuda-
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mores of Wiltshire were near neighbours of the Giffards of
Fonthill, and Peter was a common Christian name amongst
them.

Peter Giffard firsk appears on the public records as defendant
in a suit respecting Gunstone, near Chillington, on an undated
Plea Roll of the time of Richard I! e occurs frequently as a
knight of great assize on the Curia Regis Roll of May, 1201, and
in the same capacity at the Staffordshire Assizes of 5 John
(1203). After this date the name ceases to appear on the Rolls
until 10 H. III, or 1227, at which date I conclude this Peter
was dead and had been succeeded by

PETER GIFFARD IIL

At the Stafford and Salop Assizes of 10 H. ITI (1227) Williamn,
son of Syrid, sued Peter Giffard and Avice, his wife, for unjustly
disseising him of a freehold in Walton. The cause was made a
“remanct” (for the decision of the Justices of the Bench at
‘Westminster), as it appeared that the plaintiff's claim was for
common of pasture.

Avice, the wife of Peter, has been shown in previous notes on
the Chillington Charters to have been the daughter of Eutrop
Hastang of Leamington Hastang in Warwickshire and Chebsey
in co. Stafford! and Peter Giffard must have obtained Walton
in frankmarriage with her. This Peter is shown to be a son
of the first Peter by a suit in Banco of 7 E. I, which will be given
later on.

A list of the bishops’ fees in the Testa de Nevill returns
Peter Giffard as holding a fourth part of a knight’s fee in Walton
and half a knight’s fee in Engleton, for which read Chillington.
This is probably Peter Giffard II, for this list of tenures is earlier
than A.p. 1231, the tenant named at Hints, Geoffrey le Savage,
being dead at that date.® A Peter Giffard occurs also in the Testa
de Nevill in a list of Suffolk and Norfolk tenures of ¢irea 1241 as
holding half a knight’s fee in Wickham in that county of William

v Staffordshire Collections, Vol. I1I, p. 20S.
¢ Idid.
2 Close Roll, 15 H. II1, . 18,
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WILLIAM GIFFARD.
1263 To 1272.

During the disturbances of the kingdom consequent on the
rebellion of Simon de Montfort and the Barons against Henry 111
in 1264 and 1265, this William must have been ejected from his
estates, for the Forest Roll of 55 H. III has a presentment
made against Robert Chenney, a Shropshire knight, for taking
three bucks and other venison from Cannock Forest in 49 H. ITI
to Chillington, which was at that time in possession of the said
Robert,! and Deed No. 10 of the Chillington Charters printed
with this history shows that he had also been ejected from
Walton. '

I conclude this ejectment was consequent on William’s loyalty,
for the county of Stafford at this date was entirely in the power
of Simon de Montfort’s adherents. The chief amongst these in
Staffordshire was Ralph Basset of Drayton, and a presentment
made against eleven of the landowners of that county for taking
venison from Cannock Forest in 48 H. JII states that they had so
“ advocarunt s¢” by Ralph Basset that none of the foresters
dared to attach them.? Robert Hastang, the lord of Chebsey wko
had ejected William from Walton, was also of the same faction,
and several presentments were made against him and his servants
at the same Pleas of the Forest for taking venison to his honse
at Chebsey.*

By a writ dated from Northampton 28th December, 50 H. I1I
(1266), the King for the geod service performed by William
Giffard to himself and Prince Edward granted to him all the
lands of Robert Motun in Sibetoft.! It wiil be observed that a
Robert Motun, probably son of this Robert Motun, is a party to
Deed No. 14 of the Chillington Charters.

William was dead before July, 1272, for at the Stafford
Assizes of that date the jury of the Hundred presented that John
Gyftard, lord of Chilynton, held a full knight’s fee and was of full

1 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. V, part 1, p. 146. 2 Idid.

3 Ibid., pp. 140, 141, 146. Therc were other presentments to the same effect
against Ralph Basseb. The men in arms against the King appear to have
subsisted in a great measure on the King's venison. Ralph Basset of Drayton
was afterwards killed at the battle of Evesham, fighting against the King.

4 Rotuli Selecti (priuted), p. 211.
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age and was not yet a knight. He was therefore vn misericordia
i.e., at the mercy of the court for any fine it might think fit to
impose on him. .

JOHN GIFFARD I OF CHILLINGTON.
AD. 1272 1o 1307.

John Giffard, who now succeeded to Chillington, was the
fourth son of his father Peter. During the first part of his
career and before he became a knight he has the prefix of
“ Magister ” to his name, and had been probably brought up to the
profession of the law. It was perhaps this eircumstance which
produced the numerous suits at law in which he was engaged
during the whole of his lifetime. His first quarrel was with the
Bishop, his superior lord, respecting the fishery of Copmere,! but
a more serious cause of dispute was the service due for the manor
of Chillington. John refused to pay his relief to the Bishop,
alleging that he held the manor of the Mandevilles, and at the
assizes of 56 H. III (1272) the Bishop sued him for the manor of
Chylinton, exeepting ten messuages, and four virgates of land as
the right of his church.? The land excepted was evidently that
held in demesne, and this shows that the Dishop was elaiming
only the suzerainty of the manor. John Giffard called to
warranty John fitz John, who was to be summoned to be at Salop
on the morrow of All Souls. This John fitz John was the son of
the baron whom William Giffard had sued in 1257 to take his
homage and a reasonable relief for the manor of Chillington.
He was the descendant, by a second wife, of the famous
Geoffrey fitz Piers de Mandeville, Earl of Essex, and was the
senior coheir of the Giffards of Fonthill. The fact, therefore, of
John Giffard calling upon him to warrant to him the manor of
Chillington lends strong probability to the view that the Giffards
of Chillington descended from the Giffards of Fonthill. When
William Giffard of Chillington called John fitz John to warranty
in 1257 he must have been under the impression that Chillington
was a Giffard fief which had come into the possession of Peter
Corbuson through marriage with his wife, Margaret Giffard, and

Assize Roll, Salop, 56 H. ITI, Vol. IV, Staffordshire Collections, p. 189.
2 Assize Roll, Stafford, 56 H. 111, Vol. 1V, Staffurdshire Collections, p. 206,
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under the influence of this belief John fitz John had accepted the
homage of William Giffard. .

Jolm Giffard occurs either as plaintiff or defendant in other
suits on the Assize Roll of 56 H. 1II (1272). In one of these
Richard, son of Richard de Huntinbach, sued him under the nanme
of John, son of Peter Giffert of Chilynton, for commeon of
pasture in two acres of land in Walton. John stated that William
Giffard, his brother, and whose heir he was, had held a several
pasture there, but the jury found in favour of the plaintiff!

The other suits present no feature of interest.

In his plea against the Bishop respecting the fishery of
Copmere, Magister John Giffard put in his place as his attorney
John Giffard, Zés brother. It was not uncommon in former days
to give the same Christian name to two brothers.

On the De Banco Roll of Mich., 2-3 E. I, John Giffard again
sued John Fitz John to warrant to him the manor of Chilinton
which Roger, the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, claimed against
him ; and at the same sittings of the Court John Giffard sued the
Bishop to permit him to fish in the water of Okemere (sic), as he
formerly used to do. The Bishop did not appear and was to be
attached by better sureties.?

At the same term Roger, the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield,
sued Jolm Giffard for the mmanor of Chylyngton, excepting ten
messuages, four virgates and 140 acres of land, as the right of
his church, and of which Hugh, his predecessor, had been in
seisin in the time of King Henry, the great-grandfather of the
King. John appeared by attorney and put himself on a great
assize (of knights) and the suit was adjourned to the following
Easter.®

John fitz John, who had accepted the homage of William
Giffard, died in 1276, whilst the suit was in progress; and when
this took place John Giffard must have approached the Bishop
with some view to an accommodation, for by a fine levied at
Shrewsbury in 6 E. I the Bishop acknowledged the manor of
Chillington to be the right of John Giffard and his heirs, for
which concession John Giffard acknowledged the manor of
Sogenhull to belong to the Bishop and his successors.*

! Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, p. 194. 2 Ibid., Vol. VI, part 1, p. 65.
3 Ibid., p. 70. 1 Pedes Finium, Staffordshire.
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The nature of the claim of the Giffards to the manor of
Sogenhull' (Sugnall) does not appear either from the Rolls or
from the Chillington deeds. _

The De Banco Roll of Trinity term, 7 E. I, has a suit which
contains much interesting matter concerning the descent of the
family from Peter Giffard the second. It states that Robert
de Somerford was summoned by John Gyffard of Chilinton in
a plea that he should perform the customary services owing
for a freehold he held of the said John in Chilinton, and he
stated that Robert held of him a messuage and a virgate of land
in Chilinton by homage and the service of a pound of pepper and
suit at his court of Chilinton every three weeks, of which service
Peter, the ancestor of John, had been seised in the reign of King
John, by the hands of William, the father of Robert de Somerford,
and from the said Peter the right descended to Peter, as son and
heir, and from the last Peter, who died s.p., the right descended to
one William, his brother and heir, and from William, who died s.p.,
the right descended to one Hugh, as his brother and heir, and
from Hugh, who died sp., the right descended to the plaintift
John as brother and heir.

Robert appeared and admitted that he held the teneutent by
homage and the service of a pound of pepper, but denied the suit
of court and the alleged seisin of the said Peter, the ancestor of
John, and he put himself on a great assize. The suit was
adjourned to Michaelmas term, when four knights were to elect a
jury.?

At the Pleas of the Forests of Kinver and Caunock held in
14 E. I (1286) Magister John Giffard of Chillington produced a
Charter of King H. III, by which the King conceded, at the
instance of W., Archbishop of York, that Joln should not be
placed on any assize or jury, or made sheriff, verderer, reguardor,
or any other office against his will. The Archbishop named was
Walter Giffard, the head of the house of Giffard of Weston-under-
Edge, co. Gloucester (see p. 56).

John de Mandeville, the Baron fitz J ohn, had been succeeded
by his brotber Richard in 1276, and at Trinity term in Banco, 18
E. I, John Gyffard summoned him to acquit him of the service

! Pedes Finium, Staffordshire.
? Staffordshire Collections, Vol. V1, part 1, p. 96.
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which Roger, the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, exacted for the
freehold which the said John held of Richard in Chilinton, and of
which Richard, who was mesne tenant between them, ought to
acquit him, and John Gyffard stated that he held of the said
Richard the manor of Chylinton by homage and the service of
half a knight’s fee, and of which service Richard ought to acquit
him, and through defaunlt of this acquittance the Bishop had
distrained him to perform homage and to pay a relief of 50s., and
for which he claimed £20 as damages.

Richard appeared by attorney and asked that it might be
shown for what reason he was bound to acquit John of the
service in question.  John Gyffard replied that William, his
brother, and whose heir he was, had done homage to John, the
brother of Richard, and he had offered his homage to the said
Richard on the Quindene of St. Hillary, 7 E. I, in Westminster
Hall in the presence of Ralph Gyffard, William de Pencriz, and
William de Somerford, and again on the Quindene of the
Purification, 10 E. I, at Belesale, near Warwick, in the presence of
William de Wroteslega, Reginald de Stapelega, Thomas Pany, and
Ralph Gyffart, and the said Richard had refused on both occasions
to admit his homage. The snit was adjourned to Michaelmas
term.!

At the adjourned sittings Richard again appeared by
attorney, and being asked if he was willing to acquit John
Gyffard of the service in question, replied that he was, on
condition that John did homage to him, but he denied that John
had ever offered him homage, and Richard, being asked if he had
power of distress for the homage and other services due in case
they were in arrear, admitted that he had the power, but he
claimed a verdict on the ground that the homage had never been
performed or offered to him. The suit was then adjourned to the
Hillary sittings and subsequently to the following Trinity term,
when Richard failed to appear and a verdict was given in favour
of John Giffard.?

At Hillary term, 20 E. I, the Sheriff of co. Northampton was
ordered to levy 20 marks from the lands of Richard fitz John,

! Staffordshire Collections. Vol. VI, part 1, p. 194.
2 Ibid., p. 196.
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being the damages adjudicated against him in a suit of John
Gyffard of Chylington, in a plea of “quod acquietaret.”

John Giffard thus attained his objeet and the interposition of
a powerful baronial house between him and his superior lord the
Bishop. The suit is of interest from the light it throws on feudal
usages, and the frequent introduetion of new mesne tenures
between the occupier and his lord, which is often a stumbling-
block to the antiquary. The Bishop had distrained upon John
Giffard for these services in 13 E. I, for on the Coram Rege Roll
of Trinity term in that year John was suing William, the Bedel
of Brewode, and three others for damages for an illegal distress,
the defendants having taken the cattle of his plough at Chil-
lington and impounded them. The Beadle of Brewood was, of
course, the Bishop’s beadle, and the legal training of John Giffard
here came to his aid, for the taking of cattle of the plough as
a distraint had been declared illegal.

On the Staffordshire Assize Roll of 21 E. I (1293) John
Giffard oeccurs on more than one oceasion as a knight of great
assize. At this epoeh he had again to defend his title to
Chillington, for William, son of Peter Corbuson, the represen-
tative of the original donor, sued him at these assizes for the
manor of Chilinton, and pleaded that one Margaret, the daughter
of Peter Corbuson, his kinswoman, and whose heir he was, was
seised of the manor in demesne as of fee in the reign of King
Henry, the father of the present King, and from Margaret, who
died s.p., the fee descended to one Williamm as her brother and
heir, and from William to Peter as son and heir, and from Peter
to the plaintiff as son and heir.

The reader will easily discern the errors in this statement
of claim and in the dates quoted. It was necessary for the
plaintiff to derive his elaim from an aneestor who died not later
than the reign of Henry III, as this was the legal limit of time
for a writ of mordancestor, but Margaret, the ancestor from whom
he derived his eclaim, must have died in the reign of Henry II,
and was the aunt, not sister, of the first William Corbuson named
in the pedigree.

John Giffard, however, took exception to the writ on the
ground that he was not possessed of the whole manor, and

! Staffordskire Collections, Vol. VI, part 1, p. 204.
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specified fifteen freeholders by name who held lands within 1t,
and as William could not deny this, the suit was dismisscd.!

In 1295 we have the first mention of John’s wife Ada.
Some time anterior to this date she had been jointly enfeoffed
with her husband in the manor of Chillington, but the deed no
longer exists. At Michaelmas term, 23 E. I, Agnes, formerly
wife of Robert Elys, was suing John Giffard and Ada, his wife,
for the third of a messuage and 18 acres of land and 2s. of rent
in Chillington which she claimed as dower.® The suit was
adjourned.

It would weary the reader to name all the lawsuits in which
this John Giffard was engaged. At Michaelmas term, 30 E. I,
he was suing John de Harecourt for land in Walton .by a writ
of right, the meaning of which is that he had claimed the land
in John de Harecourt’s court at Chebsey, and a jury of the
tenants had decided against him. John Giffard now transferred
the suit into the King’s court by a writ of right. The court was
presided over by Ralph de Hengham, the Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas, and there is an entry on the Roll to the effect
that John Giffard, lord of Chillington, knight, acknowledged that
he owed to Ralph de Hengham six marks, and the said Ralph
conceded that any other writings of the said John in his possession
respecting other debts before this date should be cancelled.® The
Justices of this era were notoriously corrupt, and extorted con-
siderable sums from the litigants in their courts.

Richard de Mandeville, the Baron FitzJ ohn, died in 27 E. I, and
the Staffordshire inquisition on his death states that he held half a
knight’s fee in Chillington and La Hyde, co. Stafford, which John
Giffard held of him. His heirs were four sisters or representatives
of sisters, of whom Matilda de Beauchamp, the wife of William
de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, was the eldest coheir. In the

1 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part 1, p. 222. It will be observed that
in all these suits respecting Chillington Jolin Giffard never pleaded the grant to
him by Peter Corbuson. The reason for this was that these grants explicitly
admitted tbe Bishop’s claim, and Jobn Giffard was determined to get rid of
his episcopal overlord. I suspect that the Bishop was the instigator of tbis
suit of William Corbuson, and that the object was to force Jobn Giffard to
produce his title deeds.

2 Ibid., Vol. VII, p. 32.

3 Ibid., pp. 100 and 101.
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partition of Richard’s estates Chillington passed to the Beau-
champs, and from this time forward formed a part of the Barony
of the Earls of Warwick.

In the meantime Roger, the Bishop of Lichfield, John
Giffard’s old antagonist, had died, and the new Bishop, Walter,
claimed the usual feudal services. At Hillary term, 32 E. L
John Giffard sued Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, to
acquit him of these services, but the suit was made a “remanct,”
Guy heing in Scotland in the King’s service.! At the same term
Roger Corbeson’s suit came on again, and the plaintiff repeated
his plea as before. On this occasion John discovered a flaw in
his opponent’s plea, and took exception to it on the ground that
Roger stated that the fee reverted from Margaret (from whose
seisin he claimed) to Peter Corbuson as her uncle and heir, but
gave no reason for this, viz., that Margaret had died without
leaving issue. Roger then asked permission to withdraw his
writ, whieh was granted.? :

The snit came on again at Trinity term, 33 E. I, when Roger
sued John Gyffard and Alditha (sic), his wife, for the manor.
The defendants stated they had not possession of the whole
manor, because Thomas de Hyde held a messnage and a virgate
of land in it, Ralph Gyffard held a messuage and a croft, and
the nuns of Brewode held a messuage and half a virgate of land,
and they held these tenements at the date of the writ, viz., on
the 6th March, 32 E. I. Roger replied that John and Alditha
held the whole manor, either in demesne, or as of service, or as
of alms, and appealed to a jury, which was to be summoned for
the morrow of St. Martin.

No jury had been empanelled in this suit up to Easter term,
34 L. I (1307), at which date Roger withdrew his suit. This was
probably done owing to the death of Sir John Giffard. In 1310
there is direct proof of the death of the latter, for in that year
Roger had begun another suit against his son and successor.

Ada or Alditha Giffard, the wife of Sir John Giffard, is
stated in the family pedigree at Chillington to have been the
daughter of Hugh de Courtenay, the Baron of Oakhampton, co.
Devon. T have never seen any proof of.this marriage, and it is

! Staffordshure Collections, Vol. VII, p. 115.
* Ibid., p. 114.
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probable that in this case John Giffard of Chillington has been
confounded with one of the’ Giffards of Devonshire. I believe
myself that this Ada was a Basset of Sapcote, owing to the
presence of more than one member of that family as witnesses
to the Giffard deeds of this period.

SIR JOHN GIFFARD II.
AD., 1310 TO A.D. 1343.

Even if Roger Corbuson had not withdrawn his writ in 1307,
the demise of the Crown would have nullified it. Edward I
died in the autumn of 1307, and early in the new reign Roger
sued out a new writ against John, the son of John Giffard,
elaiming the manor of Chillington on the same grounds as before.

The suit must have first come into court at the Trinity term of
2 E. IT, for the record for Hillary term, 3 E. II, states that Roger,
son of Peter Corbezun, not appearing to prosecute his plea against
John, son of John Giffard, for a messnage and two carucates of
land in Chilington, the suit was dismissed.*

Roger, however, immediately sued out new writs against both
John Giffard and his mother, who held one-third of Chillington
as dower. These writs were returnable at Michaelmas term,
4 E. IV, and the roll of that term states that the suit of Roger,
son of Peter Corbizun, against John, son of John. Giffard, for a
messuage and two caruecates of land in Chilington was made a
remanct, the said John being in Secotland in the King’s service,
and having letters of protection from the 8th September, 4 E. II,
till the following Feast of the Purification.

By another writ, Roger sued Alditha, formerly wife of John
(tiffard, for a messuage and a carucate of land in Chilington, in
a plea “de consanguinitate” Alditha asked for a view of the
tenements claimed, and the suit was adjourned to the Quindene
of St. Hillary.?

At this date John Giffard was serving in Secotland in the
retinue of John de Somery, the Baron of Dudley. On the 26th
September, while the suit was pending, he was at Roxburgh.?

L Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IX, p. 22.~ There is no’ notice of the suit on

the Roll of Michaelmas Term, 3 E, IT. The regnal year began on the 8th July.
* Ibid., p. 26. 3 Idid., Vol. VIII, p. 31.
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The battle of Bannockburn was fought on the 24th June,
1314, and the King fled to Berwick-on-Tweed, from which place
he expedited, on the 30th June, 362 urgent writs to barons and
knights in the English counties enjoining them to be at Newecastle-
on-Tyne on the 15th August, to repress the incursions of the
Scotch. One of these writs was sent to John Giffard of Chel-
yngton.

In this year, viz,,in 8 K. II, he purchased from Ralph de
Frecheville, lord of Cruch (Crich, co. Derby), the wardship and
marriage of Ralph, son and heir of Ralph de Lathebury, and the
marriage of the heir.! The object of this was doubtless to marry
his daughter Margaret to the young heir (see deed No. 19).

In the following year he was one of the commissioners for
levying the XXth for the Scotch war, and in 1316 he was one of
those appointed to raise an armed man from every vill or
township in the country to serve the King in Scotland.?

In 1317 the King issued military summonses for another
invasion of Scotland, and on the 7th October John Giffard of
Chilyngton had letters of protection whilst serving in the retinue
of Stephen de Segrave, dated from York, and to last till Christmas.
On the following 18th November he took out fresh letters of
protection whilst serving in the retinue of Edmund, Earl of
Arundel.?

In 1318 Sir John Giffard was again serving in Scotland in the
retinue of Roger de Somery, the Baron of Dudley. His letters of
protection are dated from York on the 24th September, to last till
the following Easter.!

In 1319 he was in Scotland in the same retinue, his lefters of
protection being dated from York on the 20th July.® In this
year, whilst he was with the King at York, he obtained a charter
of free warren for Chillington and Walton (deed No. 14).

In 1321 was formed the association of the Barons against the
Despencers. John Giffard of Chillington remained faithful to the
King, and his loyalty must have been the more conspicuous, owing
to the defection of the other branches of the family. John

! Wolley Charters, British Museum, IX, 31.
2 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 35, and Parliamentary Writs
(printed).
3 Ibid., pp. 36-37. 4 Ibid., p. 39. 5 Ibid., p. 40.
H
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Giffard, the Baron of Brimsfield, Sir John Giffard of Weston-
under-Edge, and the Giffards of Suffolk all joined the confederacy,
and their lands were taken into the King’s hands.

In 1322 the King recalled the Despencers and ordered a levy
of men from the Midland Counties. The Commissioners of
Array for co. Stafford were Sir John de Swynnerton and Sir John
Giffard of Chillington.*

In 1324, the Confederate Barons having taken up arms under
the Earl of Lancaster, the King assembled his forces at Coventry
and advanced into Staffordshire to attack them, and the Earl re-
treated to the north. On the 11th March the King was at Tutbury,
and on the 15th the retreat of the Earl was intercepted at Borough-
bridge in Yorkshire and his forces were defeated and dispersed.

The King then called a Parliament to meet at York. The
members for co. Stafford were Sir Philip de Somerville and Sir
John Giffard. There is evidence of the attendance of the latter on
the Parliamentary Rolls, for he was paid 4s. a day for fifteen days’
attendance and for eight days spent in going and returning.?

John Giffard was a Knight of Parliament for co. Stafford again
in 18 E. II (1325), and after that date we hear no more of him in
connection with public affairs. When Edward I1I commenced his
military operations in Scotland in 1333 John must have been
over sixty years of age and past the time for military service.
To turn to his domestic affairs, it is curious that no deed at
Chillington names his wife. A suit, however, on the De Banco Roll
of Trinity, 16 E. 11, and deed No. 19 seem to show that he married
into a Derbyshire family. In this suit John Giffard of Chillington
sued Robert de Sheldeford and thirty-two other defendants, who
appear by their names to be tenants at Longley and Murcaston
in Derbyshire, for coming to his houses at Murcaston, cutting
down his trees, breaking into his houses, and carrying away his
timber and other goods and chattels to the value of £20. None
of the defendants appeared, and the Sheriff was ordered to distrain
Robert de Sheldeford, who had found bail, and to arrest all the
others and produce them at the following term.* By the deed
above mentioned, John Giffard granted to his daughter Matilda

! Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 45.

? Parliamentary Writs (printed) and Close Roll, 16 E. II.  The King’s writ
is dated 29th November, which would be the 29th November, 1322.

3 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IX, p. 90.
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all the lands and tenements which he held by the gift of Margaret,
late wife of Ralph, son and heir of Ralph de Latheby,! in Eginton
and other places named (all in Derbyshire), to be held by Matilda
during the lifetime of the said Margaret. This deed, which is
dated from Chillington in 14 E. 1II, is witnessed by four of his
Staffordshire neighbours and by four knights of co. Derby, the
first-named of whom, Edward de Chaundos, was the father of the
famous Chandos of the following reign.?

Eginton and Merecaston formed part of the Chandos fee in
Derbyshire, and it is probable that John Giffard was married to
one of that family.?

At Hillary term, 2 E. ITI, Roger Corbuson commenced anew
his action against John Giffard for the manor of Chillington.
Ada, the mother of John Giffard, was still alive and held a third of
the manor as dower. She was therefore again made a defendant in
the suit, the record stating that Roger, son of Peter Corbessone,
sued John Giffard of Chylington, chyvaler, and Alditha, formerly
wife of John Gyffard of Chilyngton, for the manor of Chilyngton,
by a writ of “de consanguinitate.”

John and Alditha asked for a view, and the suit was adjourned
to Trinity term to enable a view to be made. At the latter term
the suit was adjourned again, and this is the last appearance of
it on the Rolls. Ada, whose longevity is remarkable, lived to
the year 1339, having survived her husband for a period of thirty-
two years, during which time she had held the whole of Walton
which had been settled wpon her and a third of Chillington as dower.
In the latter year she was sminmoned to appear in Baueco with
other tenants in Gunston to acknowledge by what service she
held a tenement in Gunston which Ralph Thickbrome had granted
by fine to Hugh de Gunstone. She failed to appear, and the Sheriff
returned she was dead. It was testified, however, in court that
she was alive.* The probability is that she was on the point of

! Ralph de Lathebury, the husband of Margaret Giffard, had died s.p. and had
been succeeded by his brother Robert in 20 E. IT (Originalia).

? Deed No. 19, Appendix.

3 A John Gyffard of Egynton, the elder, and John Gyffard of Egynton, the
younger, occur in a suit in Banco in 19 Ric. II (see Staffordshire Collections,
Vol. XV, p. 67).

Staffordskire Collections, Vol. XI, pp. 6 and 9. I&id., p. 93. As John
Giffard’s father lived to old age, Ada was probably a second wife. .
H S
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death and too feeble to appear in court, for there is proof of her
death in the following year, when John Giffard is found dealing
with both manors as sole tenant.

In 12 E. III, viz, on the 26th April, 1338, John Giffard settled
his manor of Walton on his son John upon his marriage with
Katherine, the daughter of Hugh, son of Robert Dunsowe of Salop.
The settlement was made by Fine, the terms of which were
that John and Katherine were to hold the manor for their lives,
rendering 10 marks annually to Sir John for his life and a rose
annually to his heirs, with remainder to the heirs of the body of
John and Katherine, and failing sueh to the right heirs of John
Giffard the father.

On the same date, by another fine, the manor of Chillington
was settled on John Giffard for his life, with remainder to John,
son of John Giffard of Chilynton, and the heirs of the bodies of
John, son of John, and Katherine, the daughter of Hugh, son of
Robert Dunsowe of Salop, and failing such to remain to the right
heirs of John Giffard, knight, for ever.

Both these fines were levied at York, where the King was
assembling his forees for an invasion of Scotland. This invasion,
however, never took place, for the King, finding that the Scots
were receiving succours from France, determined to attack the
latter eountry, and embarked his troops in the autumn of 1338
for Flanders.

The latest document in whieh Sir John Giffard appears is the
deed of 14 E. III, No. 19. He was dead before August, 1344, for by
a writ on the Memoranda Roll of the Exehequer of 23 E. TII
John Giffard of Chillington (his son) was summoned to appear at
the Exehequer to answer for his contempt in not taking knight-
hood according to the King’s proelamation, before the feast of
St. Lawrence, 18 E. ITI (10th August, 1344).

He left the son John who is named in the above writ, and deeds
or public doeuments name three daughters, Margaret, Matilda; and
Elizabeth. By a fine levied in 7 E. ITI the manor of Rushall was
settled by William de Boweles the elder on himself for life, with
remainder to his son William and Elizabeth, daughter of John
Giffard of Chilynton, and the heirs of their bodies, and failing such
on the heirs of William de Boweles the elder.!

v Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XI, p. 135.
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Before proceeding with the history of the successors of the
last Sir John Giffard, I propose to devote a page to the career of
his half-brother Sir Peter Giffard, who played a not unimportant
part in the troubled reign of Edward II.

He first appears in Ada Giffard’s deed of 10 E. II (March,
1317), by which Ada grants to Peter Giffard, her son, all her
interest in Grunston (deed No. 13).

In 13 E. II (1319), he was serving in Scotland in the retinue
of John de Cherleton. This John was married to Hawyse, the
sister and heir of Griftin de la Pole, the Prince of Powis, and in
the same year we find Peter Giffard married to Ela, the widow of
Griffin. The latter had died under age in 1309, leaving no issue,
and Ela married James de Perrers' shortly afterwards, and had
been left a widow for a second time when she married Peter
Giffard. Ela was daughter of Nicholas, Lord Audley, and her
mother Katherine was a daughter of John Giffard, the Baron of
Brimsfield.

On the De Banco Roll of Michaelas, 13 E. II, Peter Giffard
and Ela, his wife, sued Walter de Grendon to render to them an
account for the time he had been the bailiff of the said Ela in
Tissington, co. Derby.?

At Michaelmas term, 15 E. I1, Joan, late wife of Nicholas de
Audley, sued Peter Giffard and Ela, his wife, for 10 marks of rent
in Legh Underbrokhurst, in which Ela had no entry except
through Nicholas de Audley, the husband of Joan, who had
demised the rent to Ela and to James de Perers, formerly her
husband, and to which Joan could not object during the lifetime
of her husband.®* By this marriage Peter had become a very large
landowner in Wales, for besides Ela’s dower as widow of Griffin
de la Pole, the Prince of Powis, her mother, Katherine de Audley,
by a deed in the Liber Rubeus, had granted to James de Perers
and to Ela, her daughter, the castle and manor of Thlamandewry,
with the Commotes of Hormyn and Pernet; to be held by them and
the heirs of their bodies. This deed also proves the parentage of

! James de Perers was pardoned for marrying Ela without the King’s
permission in 1309 (Fine Roll, 3 E. II), His brother, Richard de Perers, paid
100 marks for the pardon.

2 Staffordskire Collections, Vol. 1X, p. 78. Tissington was un Audley fee.

3 Ibid., p. 87.
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Ela, for Katherine was the wife of Nicholas, Lord Audley, who
died in 1299.!

Sir Peter, as the husband of a dowager Princess of Powis, must
have been an important person in Wales at this juncture. The
King had recalled the Despencers on the 8th December, 1321, and
immediately ordered a levy of men from Wales and from the
counties of Sussex, Oxford, Berks, Hants, Northampton, Stafford,
Warwick, and Lancaster.

In January, 1322, on the rebellion of Roger de Mortimer, the
King committed to Peter Giffard the custody of the Castle of
Chirk, which was the caput of the Barony of Mortimer. On the
5th March in the same year, when the King assembled his forces
at Coventry to attack the Confederate Lords under the Karl of
Lancaster, he commanded Sir Peter Giffard to send to the
rendezvous of the army at Coventry 500 men from Chirk.?

The Commissioners of Array for co. Stafford were John de
Swynnerton and John Giffard of Chillington, who were ordered to
raise 2,000 men and conduct them to the King wherever he
might be.

The King had always been popular with the Welsh, and a large
body of that nation joined his standard. On hearing of his
approach, the Earl of Lancaster raised the siege of Tickhill and
attempted to defend the line of the Trent, but the King passed by
a ford, and the Earl fell back towards Scotland. At Boroughbridge
he was intercepted by a force from Cumberland, and after a few
hours’ fighting, his army was defeated and dispersed.

Sir Peter Giffard must have taken part iu these operations, for
his arms are entered on the famous Roll of Boroughbridge. He
bore azure, three stirrups and leathers gold and a border for
distinction as a younger son. I think it probable that he served as
a banneret upon this occasion. The battle was fought on the
22nd March.

In the following year he was dead, for on the 22nd April, 16
E. II (1323), the King issued a writ to the Sheriff of Salop and
Stafford commanding him to take into the King’s hands all the

! The pedigree of Audley is given very. incorrectly in all the historic peerages.
This Nicholas left a son Thomas, who died s.p. in 1807, and was succeeded by a
brother Nicholas. Ingns. p.m.

Staffordskire Collections, Vol. VITI, p. 42.
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goods and chattels of Peter Giffard, late cusfos of the Castle of
Chirk, who was dead, and who was indebted at the date of his
death in divers sums to the King.! Apparently the harshness of
the King’s fiscal officers upon this occasion alienated Ela, the
widow of Sir Peter, from her allegiance to the King’s cause, for
two years afterwards there is an entry on the Fine Roll of 18 E. 11
stating that Ela, formerly wife of James de Perers, who had been
indicted for adhering to the King’s enemies, made oath, and found
security for her good behaviour in a sun of £300. It is not
unusual to find a widow designated in this way on the Rolls
under the name of a previous husband.

Peter left a son Hugh, who served in the expedition to
Hennebonne in 1342, He was probably son of Peter by a
former wife and was one of a body of outlaws employed by
Edward III, who, having found sureties to serve at their own
cost, obtained a general pardon dated from Castry on the
16th September, 1342.?

JOHN GIFFARD III

AD. 1344 TO A.D. 1350.

The earliest appearanee of this John Giffard as head of his
house is on the Patent Roll of 18 E. III (a.n. 1344), where he is
appointed a commissioner with William de Perton to return the
value of the various lands held by every person in Staffordshire
from 100s. upwards.®> By a recent order in Council, it had been
ordained that all those who held lands or rents from 100s. up to
10 marks annually should find an archer for the King’s service ;
those from 10 marks up to 20 marks, a hobelar or light horseman;
those who held £20, two hobelars; and those assessed at £25, a
man-at-arms. The army of Edward II[ which fought at Crecy two
years later was raised on this basis, but John Giffard, {rom bad
health or other disability, never took to the profession of arms, nor
was he ever made a knight. A writ from the King, dated the 16th
October, 1347, directs the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer
to supersede all demands on John Giffard of Chirynton (sic) for a

! ¥ine Roll, 16 3’5] 11, Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IX, p.130. [bid., p.131.
2 JEid., Vol. VIII.

3 Rot. L'at., 18 E 111, part 2, m, 17, dorso,
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man-at-arms, as he had sent one to Portsmouth, who had served
with the King until his return to England, as appeared on the
rolls of the Marshal.! _

A writ on the Memoranda Roll of the Queen’s Remembrancer
of 23 E. T1T states that John Giffard of Chillington had been
summoned to the Exchequer to answer for his contempt in not
taking knighthood according to the King’s proclamation, before
the feast of St. Lawrence of 18 E. IIT (10th August, 1344).

His latest appearance is at Michaelmas term, 24 E. 111 (1350),
when he was suing in Banco John Hastang, chivaler, to acquit
him of the service which the Bishop exacted from him for his
freehold in Walton, and in which the said John was mesne tenant
between them and ought to acquit him. John Hastang did not
appear, and the suit was adjourned.? As it does not occur again,
John Giffard probably died about this date. As already mentioned
in the account of his father, he married Katrine, the daughter of
Robert de Dunsowe of Shrewsbury, but he left no issue and was
succeeded by his brother Edmund.

SIR EDMUND GIFFARD.
ALD 3 5 BT OIS A

Edmund Giffard first oceurs in the Rolls as serving in France
in 29 E. IIT (1355) in the retinue of Ralph, Earl of Stafford. At
this date he had become a knight.®

At Easter term, 37 E. III, Edmund Glffard sued John
Sprenghose and Katrine, his wife, for waste and destruction in
‘Walton, which John Giffard, his father, and whose heir he was,
had demised to the said Katrine for her life. Katrine was clearly
the widow of his brother John, who had remarried John
Sprenghose of Longnor, co. Salop. After many adjournments
of the suit, at Hillary term, 40 E. ITI, Edmund had varied his
plea and sued the same defendants for waste and destruction
in Walton, which John Giffard, the brother of Edmund, and whose
heir he was, had demised to Katrine for her life.# This litigation,

1 French Roll, 21 E. 111, and Staffordskire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 91.
Ihid., Vol. XTI, p. 101. 3 Ibid., Vol. VIII, p. 96.
Ibid., Vol. XIII, pp. 31, 52-55. .
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after lasting for five years, was terminated by a fine levied
in 41 E. III, by which John Sprenghose and Katrine surrendered
the manor to Edmund Giffard and his heirs, who were to
render to them 8 marks annually during the lifetime of Katrine.!

The latest appearance of Edmnund is on the Coram Rege Roll
of Easter, 50 E. ITI (1376), when he was suing Adam de Peshall
for the eustody of the land and heir of Nicolas de Whiston.?

At Easter term, 51 E. ITI, the Sheriff of co. Stafford returned
that Edmund Giffard, one of the jurors in a suit in Banco, was
dead,® and at Trinity term, 51 E. IIT (1377), Adam de Peshall was
suing Margaret, formerly wife of Edmund Giffard of Chillington,
and John de Tuttebury, the exeeutors of the will of Edmund, for
a debt of 100 marks. I have no clue to ‘the identity of
Margaret, but the suits in Vol. XIII, Stagordshire Collections,
show that the first wife of Edmund was Agnes, daughter of Sir
John Whiston of Whiston, by whom he had issue his successor
John.*

JOHN GIFFARD 1IV.
A.D. 1377 10 A.D. 1409.

This John Giffard first occurs in the Publie Records at the
Staffordshire Assizes of 2 R. IT (1379), when he was defendant in
a suit brought against him by Sir Adam de Peshall, who claimed
the manor of Whiston. John Giffard at this date was stated to
be under age; but he had nevertheless removed Sir Adam from
the manor. The latter appears to have entered it on the death of
Nicholas de Whiston. Sir Adam’s elaim was derived from his
wife Elizabeth, who had previously married Sir John de Whiston,
the father of Nicholas.®

John Giffard must have come of age in the following year, for
in March, 1380, he sold all his interest in the manor of Weston-
under-Lizard to Sir Adam de Peshall, and accepted in place of it

! Staffordshire Fines, Vol. XI of Staffordshire Collections.

2 Ibid., Vol. XIV, p. 140. 3 Ibid., Vol. XIII, p. 139.

4 Ibid., p. 148. )

® A completc account of this transaction will be found in the History of
Weston-under- Lizard, by Mr. Charles .Bridgeman, in Vol. TI, N :w Series, of the
Staffordshire Collections.
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lands and rents in Stretton.! At the same period he likewise
obtained possession of the manor of Whiston, as heir at law of
his cousin Nicholas de Whiston, having evicted from it one
Walter Pryde, who had obtained a lease of it for fourteen years
from Sir Adam de Peshall.?

The suits by which this John Giffard recovered the manor
of Walton from the representatives of Sir John Salisbury will
be found in Vol. XV of the Staffordshire Colleetions and the
appendix to Vol. III, New Series. This matter had become very
complicated, owing to the action of the King’s Escheator, who had
taken possession of the manor on behalf of the Crown after the
forfeiture of Sir John Salisbury. The latter was one of the five
knights of the King’s household who were beheaded by the Duke
of Gloucester in 1388,

John Giffard must have been dead in 10 H. IV, for amongst
the indictments of the county of Stafford brought before the King
at Lichfield in 1 H. V (1413) is one which states that John del
Pirye of Gunston, Thomas Byle of Penford, and John Gyffard of
Chillington, armiger, had broken into the house of William Kent,
the Bailiff of Brewode, in 10 H. TV, and had feloniously killed
John Geffrey, the servant of the said William, and that Thomas
Gyftard of Chillington, squyer, had afterwards knowingly
received them at Chilyngton.®

The John Giffard of Chillington, armiger, named in this
presentment could not have been the head of his house, as it is
not likely he would have been harboured at Chillington by his
own son. If a younger son takes up the profession of arms, he is
often styled ¢ armiger ” in ancient documents.

Another presentment states that John Gyffard of Chylington,
yentleman, and others had feloniously killed Edmund Clerk of
Stretton in 12 H. IV, and it had also been presented that Thomas
Byle of Penford, yoman, and John Gyffard of Chilyngton, armiger,
had broken into the house of William, the Bailiff of Brewode,
in 10 H. IV and had feloniously killed John Geffrey, the servant
of William. A postscript adds John Gyffard and Thomas Byle

Y History of Weston-under-Lizard, Vol. I, New Series, of Staffordshire Collec-
tions, p. 60. =

2 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIII, p. 203

3 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XVII, p. 8
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afterwards surrendered and produced the King’s Letters Patent
dated 25th January, 2 H. V, pardoning them for all felonies, ete.,
perpetrated before the 8th December last! Here it will be
perceived this John Giffard is styled gentleman in one indictment
and armiger in another, and it may be safely assumed that John
Giffard, the head of the family, was dead in 10 H. IV, when
Thomas Giffard is stated to have harboured the above malefactors
at Chillington.

THOMAS GIFFARD.
AD. 1409 TO A.D. 1420.

John was succeeded by Thomas Giffard, who is called his son
in the Chillington pedigree and in the Heralds’ Visitations, and 1
see no reason to doubt it, although I have been unable to find
any direct proof of it. He served the office of sheriff of the
county in 11 H. IV (1409-10).

Several presentments made against him on the occasion of the
King’s visit to Lichfield in 2 H. V will be found in Vol. XVII of
the Stafordshire Collections. He was one of the faction of the
Erdeswicks and Venables who had attacked Edmund de Ferrers,
the lord of Chartley, with a large force in that year, and had
destroyed his park palings and killed one of his servants.?

At the same date a presentment was made against him for
giving liveries to seven persons against the Statute, the persons
to whom he had given the liveries not being members of his
household.?

Another presentment states that Thomas Giffard of Chylyng-
ton, having a commission from the King’s Chancellor to arrest

lichard de Peshall of Newport, co. Salop, armiger, had attempted
to arrest him at Stafford in 1 H. V, and the said Richard had
refused rebelliously to submit, and John Jurdan of Fossebrok,
yoman, with other malefactors, armed with swords and bows. and
arrows, had rescued the said Richard from the custody of Thomas
Giffard, and would have killed the said Thomas unless the

U Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XVII, p. 29
2 Ibid., pp. 3 and 51,
3 Ibid., . 6.
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constables of the town of Stafford and other lieges of the King
had not rescued him.!

Thomas Giffard served with the King in France in 1415,
in the retinue of Sir John Blount,? and according to the Sloane
MS. 6400 returned sick from Harfleur. On the 17th August,
1415, Joyce, who styles herself Lady of Chilinton, in conjunction
with Robert, the son and heir of Thomas Giffard and Joyce, grants
to Thomas Shelley of Walton a messuage and half a virgate of
land in Walton (deed No. 22). On reading this deed anybody
would assume that Thomas was dead, and the Chillington
pedigree names this year as the date of his death on the strength
of this deed. He is found, however, to be alive for some years
afterwards, and on closer consideration it will be perceived that
as Henry V did not land in France till the 13th August, it is
hardly conceivable that Joyce could have received notice of the
death of her husband in France as early as the 17th of the same
month. There are also suits in Banco of later date in which a
Thomas Giffard occurs as a plaintiff, and although he is not
specifically named in these as lord of Chillington, there can be
little doubt of his identity. In the first of these, of Hillary term,
7 H. V (1420), Thomas Giffard, armiger, sues Richard de Onne for
a debt of £10; and in the second suit of Trinity, 8 H. V (June,
1420), he is plaintiff, with Sir John Talbot and others, in a suit
respecting a Statute merchant or bond for 500 marks, the execution
of which they alleged was to their detriment.*

Likewise, when in the seventh year of Henry V precepts were
issued to the sheriffs of counties to summon a certain number of
knights and esquires, bearing arms from their ancestors, of such as
were most able and sufficient to serve the King for the defence
of the realm, one of the names returned for Staffordshire was that
of Thomas Giffard.®

It will be noted that in the deed of 1415 Joyce does not
describe herself as widow of Thomas, and I conclude therefore,

! Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XVII, p. 27.

2 Treasurer of Receipt Miscellanea ;t? 4

3 This Sloane MS. consists of unpublished collections from the Feedera and is
the principal authority for Sir H. Nicolas’s 4 gincourt.

4 Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XV1I, pp. 71 and 73.

5 Dugdale’s Collections.
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taking the other circumstances into consideration, that the deed
was executed under the powers of a letter of attorney, issued by
Thomas Giffard in favour of Joyce and his son Robert, before his
departure for France in the King’s expedition.

I have not met with any later notice of him than the suit
named above of June, 1420. According to the Heralds’ Visitations
and the Chillington pedigree, he married Joyce, the daughter of
Sir Robert Fraunceys; the latter had married Isabella, the widow
of Sir Thomas de Brompton, who held the manors of Longford
and Church Eaton for her life, and he would be therefore a near
neighbour of the Giffards.!

Sir Robert was lord of Foremark and other lands in co. Derby
and was a man of some note in his day.

ROBERT GIFFARD.
A.D. 1420 TO A.D. 1486.

Robert Giffard, who doubtless derived his name from his
grandfather, Sir Robert Fraunceys, is named in the deed of 1415
(No. 22) as son and heir of Thomas. At this date, however, he
was probably a minor, for he lived till 1486,

He is a witness to a Wrottesley deed of 20 H. VI (26th
October, 1441) and is a party to the deed of 1466 (No. 23). In
1470 he was defendant in a suit in Banco, the original writ of
which is deed No. 24 of the Chillington Charters, but I have not
been able to find the record of it on the Rolls.

According to the Chillington pedigree he married for a first
wife Hubella Blount, but it does not give her parentage. She
was probably daughter of Sir John Blount, the knight banneret
with whom Thomas Giffard was serving in France in 1415. By
her he had no issue, and in his old age he married a young wife,
Cassandra, the daughter of Thomas Humphreston. As his son
John lived till 1556, even allowing that the latter had reached
the age of ninety at this date, he could not have been born before
1466, and at the later date Robert must have been sixty-five years
of age. In 1473, when Robert was about seventy-two, he
made a settlement upon his young wife which virtually disin-

History of Weston-under-Lizard, Vol. II, New Series, Staffordshire Col-
lections, pp. 153 and 157.
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herited his son for the greater part of his life, for by a fine
levied in 12 E. IV he settled all his manors and lands in
Chillington, Whiston, and Walton on himself and Cassandra and
the heirs of their bodies, and failing such on his own right heirs.!
Cassandra survived till 1537, and under this settlement her son
could not have inherited his patrimony for a period of over fifty
years after his father’s death. On the other hand, she did her
best to provide a rich wife for him at an early age, for John was
married about 1483 to Joan Hoord, a daughter of Thomas
Hoord of Bridgenorth by Joyce, a daughter and coheiress of Sir
John Stapleton of Stapleton, co. Salop.? In 1483, when the
negotiations for this marriage were set on foot, it was necessary
to make some provision for the young couple, and for a jointure
for Joan, and Cassandra, by a fine levied in 22 E. IV, released all
her right in the manor of Whiston.®

Robert died on the 4th June, 1486. In Ashmole’s time there
* was an alabaster gravestone at the foot of the steps of the chancel
of Brewood Church with this inscription on it :—

“3Bic facet Wobertus Criffarly, Pominus Ve Chyllington
armiaer, qui obiit quarto die FJunii anno vomini, 1486.”
Upon another alabaster slab, lying by the side of the other, was
inscribed :— '
“39ic facet Domina Cassandra, filia Thome IWumfers-
ton armigeri et uxor Woberti riffard avmigeri, ac Yomini e
¢hillington, ac postea uxor Fjobannis Irodoke avmigeri,
que Cassanbra obiit bic mensis Panuarii anno
domini 1537, tufus anima propitictur MDeus.”*

SIR JOHN GIFFARD.
1486 ro 1556.

The Chillington deeds and the Heralds’ Visitations all concur
in deseribing this John Giffard as son of the last-named Robert ;
but we are met with a most remarkable phenomenon in the

1 Stagfordshire Collections, Vol. XI, p. 240.

2 Visitation of Staffordshire, 1583, Vol. IIL of Staffordshire Collections, p. 82.
3 Staffordskire Collections, Vol. X1, p. 241.

4 Ashmole’s MSS,, Bodleian Library, No. 833, p. 28.
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pedigree at this point. His father Robert occurs as a consenting
party to a deed dated 1415 (No. 22). As the age of consent
commenced at fourteen, Robert must have been born before 1401.
His son John survived till 1556. An interval of 155 years
between two epochs of a father and son appears scarcely credible
at first sight,! but there seems no doubt of the fact in this case.
tobert, the father, married a young wife in his old age. John was
born when his father was about sixty-five years of age, and lived
to be ninety years of age. At the date of his father’s death
John was twenty years of age. He first occurs in a deed dated
1489 and quoted by Parke in his History of Brewood, by which
Henry Parcarius (Parker) and Margaret, his wife, grant a pasture in
Chillington, called the Jay Ridding, to John, the son and heir of
Robert Giffard. His earliest appearance in the Chillington deeds,
now extant, is in deed No. 25, dated 1495. By this deed William,
the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, lets to farm to John Giffard
and to Roger Fowke, for a term of 99 years, his land of Hatton
in Brewood, for which the lessees were to render £9 10s. per annum.

In 1509, the year of the accession of Henry VIII to the throne,
John Giffard was appointed sheriff of the county,and was included
in the Commission of the Peace issued by the new King in the
following year. The accession of Henry VIII at the age of
eighteen, after the dull and gloomy reign of his father, was hailed
as the commencement of a new era, and most of the young men of
good family at this period attended the court of the new King.
John must have early attracted the attention of Henry VIII,
for in May, 1509, 7.e., within a month after the commencement
of the new reign, he is named as one of the Sewers of the King’s
houschold. An entry of the 24th May, 1 H. VIII, amongst
the State Papers printed, states that John Giffard, one of the
King’s Sewers, was appointed Ranger of the seven Hayes of the
Forest of Cank.

I am inclined to think that we have in this appointment and
the subsequent grant to John Giffard of the standard of a demi-
archer and the motto of “ Prenez haleine et tirez fort” a clue to the

! There is a somewhat similar ease, however, within my own knowledge.
General Burgoyne, who commanded the British forces in America in 1777, was
born in 1722; his son, the late Field-Marshal Sir John Burgoyne, was born in

1782 and died in 1871. There was therefore an interval of 149 years in this
instance.
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favour with which he was regarded by the King. The importance
attached by the King to skill in archery is well known, and is
shown by many of his edicts. In one of these it was ordered that
every person having a man child or men children should provide
a bow and two shafts for every such child being seven years old
and upwards, till of the age of thirteen. It was also ordered in
this reign that all men under sixty, except spiritual men, Justices
of the Peace, and some others named, “shall use shooting with the
long bow, and shall have a bow and arrows ready in their house”;
the State Papers also show that it was a frequent custom with the
King to practise archery with the members of his household in
Tothill Fields, to whom he had often to pay sums of money which
were lost by him in this pastime, and in the twentieth year of his
reign he even went so far as to institute a society under a charter
for the practice of shooting with the long bow, which, in imitation
of the Order of the Garter, was called the Society of St. George.!

On the 10th July, 2 H. VIII (1510), the King granted to
John Giffard the wardship of Sampson, the brother and heir of
Hugh Erdeswick.?

On the 18th June, 1512, he obtained from the King the office
of Joint Bailiff of the manor of Wolverhampton which had been
forfeited by the attainder of Lord Lovell. In this grant he is
styled Gentleman Usher of the Chamber.?

In the following year the King, having made an alliance with
the Emperor Maximilian, invaded France with a force of 25,000
men. His exit from Calais at the head of his army is thus
described by Stowe :—

«21 July. The King passed out of the Towne of Caleis in
goodly array of battell, and took the fielde. Before the King went
800 almains all in a plumpe. After them came the Standard with
the Red Dragon, next the Banner of our Ladye, and next of
the Trinitie, under which were all the King’s Household. Then
went the Banner of the Armes of England borne by Sir John
Gifford, under which banner was the King himself.”*

1 Lieut.-Colonel Luard’s History of the Dress of the British Soldier.

2 State Papers (printed). Rolls Series. 3 Tbid.

+ Stowe’s Chronicle, 1615, p. 492. There can be little doubt that the standard-
bearer was Sir John Giffard of Chillington, for independent of the faet that the

latter was in the King’s household, there was no other of the name at this period
who was a knight.
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The military operations of this campaign comprised the sieges
of Terouanne and Tournay, and the battle of the Spurs, all of
which resulted in favour of the English arms.

In the following year (1514) he obtained from the Crown the
wardship and marriage of Dorothy, the eldest daughter and coheir
of Sir John Montgomery. At this date Sir John Giffard had been
a widower for several years, but he was still in the prime of life,
and it is very possible that he intended to marry the young lady
himself in the first instance, but he soon became smitten with the
more mature charms of the mother of the heiress, and on the
Patent Roll of 6 H. VIII (1515), there occurs a pardon for Sir
John Gifford, knight, for marrying Elizabeth, the widow of Sir John
Montgomery, without the King’s licence. In the previous year
John Torte, the Solicitor-General to the King, had purchased the
wardship and marriage of the second daughter of Sir John
Montgomery,! and it is probable that he would have had to pay
a very large sum for licence to marry a rieh widow who was
in ward to the Crown; he trusted, therefore, to his favour with
the King to be excused his fine for marrying her without
licence. )

Dorothy, the eldest of the coheirs, was married shortly after-
wards to Thomas, the eldest son of Sir John.

By his marriage with the widow of Sir John Montgomery, he
must have come into a very considerable fortune, for the Mont-
gomerys possessed very large estates in Derbyshire. Their
principal manors were Cubley, Rodsleye, Marston-Montgomery
and Sudbury, in Derbyshire, all of which had been held of the
Honor of Tutbury since the Conquest. Upon the forfeiture of the
last Earl of Ferrers his great fief had been bestowed by Henry III
on his younger son Edmund, the founder of the House of Lancaster.
Upon the accession of Henry IV to the throne, all the estates cf
the House of Lancaster had become merged in the Crown, and in
this way the Montgomerys had beeome tenants in capite, and the
wardship of the widows and heirs had become vested in the Crown.

After his marriage with Elizabeth Montgomery, Sir John
Giffard was ineluded in the Commission of the Peace for Derby-

1 State Pupers (printed). Glover’s Visitation of Staffordshire of 1553 shows
a daughter of Sir Thomas Giffard married to Sir John Porte. If this is correct,
I conclude the latter was the son of the Solicitor-Gencral,
I
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shire, as well as for Staffordshire. Elizabeth was daughter of Sir
Thomas Gresley of Drakelow.!

His marriage with Elizabeth, however, involved him in a law-
suit, for Sir John Montgomery had left a younger brother, Ralph,
who opposed his presentation to the church of Cubley in the
following year (1515). On the de Banco Roll of 7 H. VIII there
is a suit in which John Gifford, knight, and Elizabeth, his wife,
sued Ralph Montgomery, armiger, and others for the next
presentation to the church of Cubley. The pleadings state that
Nicholas Montgomery, the father of Sir John, had presented to the
church in the reign of Henry VII, and that John, his son and heir,
had enfeoffed Edward, Lord Hastynges, and others in the manor,
and by this deed John Montgomery and Elizabeth were seised of
the manor for “their lives, that John had died leaving no male
issue, and that Elizabeth had married John Gifford, knight, as her
second husband.? Ralph appears to have died shortly afterwards,
s.p., for the custody of all the Montgomery estates was granted
by the Crown in 1518 to William, Lord Mountjoye, Sir John
Giffard, and John Porte, the King’s Solicitor.®

In the list of the King’s household for the year 1516, which is
printed in the State Papers, Sir John Gifford occurs as one of the
Knights of the Body, and his son Thomas Giffard as one of the
Gentlemen Ushers in Ordinary. Several of his neighbours are
likewise included in this list, for amongst the Knights of the
Household were Sir John Dudley, Sir George Throckmorton, Sir
Gilbert Talbot, Sir John Talbot, Sir Godfrey Foljambe, and Sir
William Feilding. It was an era of display and profusion,and the
King’s household was organised upon a very extensive scale. The
fees, however, were small, the pay of a Knight of the Household
being £10 a year only, which would be perhaps equivalent to
about £200 a year at the present time.

In this year also Sir John Giffard and two other courtiers, who
are styled servants of Queen Katharine, and one John Watson of
Weddesbury, co. Stafford, obtained a joint grant from the Crown of

Y The Gresleys of Drakelowe, by Mr, F. Madan, and the Herald’s Visitations of

Staffordshire. It is curious that the latter never mention that Elizabeth was
the widow of Sir John Montgomery.

2 De Banco Roll, 7 H. VIIT. The pleadings give an elaborate pedigree of the
Montgomerys.

3 State Papers (printed). Rolls Series.
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the wardship of John Smythe, an idiot son and heir of Richard
Smythe, together with the custody of his lands in Bromwich and
Weddesbury. He also obtained in this year, in conjunction with
the Dean of the Chapel Royal and another named, the next
presentation to a prebend in the collegiate church of Tamworth.
These grants will give an idea of the way in which the courtiers
of this age competed for the patronage of the Crown, even for
the smallest crumbs which fell from the Royal table.

Sir John Giffard served the office of Sheriff for co. Stafford
again in 1518, and likewise for the years 1526, 1531, and 1542.

In 1518 he obtained a grant jointly with William Blount,
Lord Mountjoye, and John Porte, the King’s Solicitor, of the
custody of the lands of Sir John Montgomery, deceased.! Up to
this date the Crown had parted only with the wardship. and
marriage of the coheiresses.

In 1520 Sir John Giffard was one of the knights of co. Stafford
deputed to meet the French King at the famous interview between
Henry VIII and King Francis on the Field of the Cloth of Gold ;
the other members of Staffordshire families named for this duty
were Sir Loys (Lewis) Bagot, Sir John Draycot, Sir John Stanley,
Sir John Devereux, Sir John Ashton? John Egyrton, and John
Blount?> In order to augment the splendour of the King’s
retinue, a large body of knights and esquires from every county
had received orders to attend upon this oceasion.

In 1523 the King was at war with both Scotland and France,
and Sir John Giffard was employed in the collection of the subsidy
in Staffordshire and in the muster of the armed forces of the
county. He probably also took part in the military operations of
this year, for it was at this period that he obtained the grant of
the standard, which is depicted in Vol. I1I, Part 2, of the Siaford-
shire Collections. In the following year he was the collector of the
forced loan for the war in Franee, and paid into the Exchequer a
sum of £705 0s. 1d.¢ which he had managed to raise in Stafford-
shire. ’

In 1530, after the disgrace of Cardinal Wolsey, he was one of
the .commissioners appointed to inquire into the extent of the
Cardinal’s lands in co. Stafford.®

! State Papers (printed). 2 Probably & mistake for Sir Edward Aston.

3 State Papers (printed). ! 4 Ibid. > Ibid.
PIe2
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In the Commission of the Peace for Staffordshire issued in 22
H. VIII (1531),both the names of Sir John Giffard and his son
Thomas were omitted, but they were restored again in 1532. The
only clue I have for the cause of their omission in the former
year is that it was contemporaneous with the rise of Cromwell,
with whom Sir John Giffard does not appear to have been on good
terms. The King’s disbursements in the year 1531 contain an
item for the payment of 12s. 6d. to George Giffard for money lost
by the King at Totehill.!

On the 20th April, 1532, Sir J ohn Gyfford and Thomas Gyfford,
one of the Gentlemen Ushers of the King’s Chamber, obtained a
grant in survivorship of the office of Ranger of Cannock Forest, for
which they were to surrender the Letters Patent of 21st November,
1 H. VIII, granting the same office to John Gifford alone by the
name of John Gyfford, one of the King’s Sewers. In this year
also Sir John obtained a lease of the King’s manor of Patyngham,
co. Stafford, for twenty-one years, for which he was to pay £25 3s.
(the old ferm) and 3s. 4d. of increase.

At the coronation of Queen Anne Boleyn, on the 1st June,
1533, Sir John Gifford, was appointed to attend npon the Queen as
one of the “ Queen’s Servitors.” Very shortly after this ceremony
he proceeded with his wife upon a pilgrimage to Amiens, for under
date of the 5th June, 25 H. VIII (1533), the State Papers
contain a licence for Sir John Giffard and the Lady Elizabeth, his
wife, to depart on a pilgrimage to St. John, at Amyas (sic) in
Picardy with twelve persons, six horses, and £60 in money.

A letter from Sir John Giffard, which is dated from Chelynton
the 30th April, 1535, and which is printed among the State Papers,
exhibits him in a very favourable light, for he attempts in it to
screen his neighbour, Walter Blount, from an accusation for heresy
which would have proved fatal to him at this period. The letter
is addressed to Cromwell, the King’s minister, and is in answer to
one which had accused Sir John of suppressing a bill for heresy
which had been exhibited against Walter Blount by one Thomas
Foster. Sir John says in his reply, “ There was no certainty in
it, but if it had been submitted to the jury it would have been
found against him, as there was an cvil rumour that he had

! Probably George Giffard of Ichull and Cove, co. Hants. Sec anfe, p. 59,
for account of tLat family,
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spoken lightly of the Saints, and at the last sessions he openly
at dinner, before my lord Stafford, Sir Edward Aston, Sir Philip
Draycote, Sir John Harcourte, and others, spake light words of
the Saints, to which my lord Stafford objected.” Sir John then
refers Cromwell to Fitzherbert (the Justice), and adds that “he
had been Justice of the Peace for 38 years, and six times Sheriff
for the county he dwells in, and was never before called before
the King’s Council, or before any Judge, spiritnal or temporal, for
any act he ever did.”*

I doubt whether a more diplomatic letter than the above was
ever penned. Cromwell favoured the new doctrines and would
not think much of “the Saints,” and Sir John suggests in his letter
that Walter Blount would have been convicted by a Roman
Catholic jury of Staffordshire for holding the same opinion as the
minister on these subjects. The heresy of which he had been
charged was doubtless a denial of the Real Presence.

Sir John Giffard and his son Thomas were both on the com-
mission for the general muster of the kingdom in 1539. He is
returned in this as possessing horses and harness complete for
seven men, and his son Thomas as having the same for four men.
As the largest number returned for any single individual in
Staffordshire was ten by Lord Stafford, the Giffards appear to
have occupied at this date the most important position in the
county.?

In January, 1540, the court was ordered to meet the new
Queen, Anne of Cleves, at Shooter’s Hill, on her way to London
from Dover. Thomas Giffard is named amongst the squires
attending upon the King upon this occasion, and Sir John Giffard
was a “Whiffler” to maintain order® At this date he was
seventy-four years of age.

Upon the suppression of the monasteries, Sir John Giffard
purchased from the Crown many of their possessions in cos. Stafford
and Derby. The price generally exacted by the Crown from the
grantees was twenty years’ purchase for lands and fifteen years’
purchase for buildings, but the courtiers who surrounded the King
doubtless obtained them upon easier terms.

1 State Papers (printed). Walter Blount was of Blounts Hall, Uttoxeter.
2 State Papers (printed). This muster is printed in Vols. IV and V of
Staffordshire Collections, New Series, 3 Ikid.



118 THE GIFFARDS.

The Letters Patent of 32 H. VIII contain a grant to Sir
John Giffard of Chillington, co. Stafford, of the following manors,
lands, rents, and tythes, viz.,, the manor of Merston or Marston
with the tythes of Foryate, near Stafford, and all the rents and
services in Foryate and Enston and Merston lately belonging to the
Priory of Shene! land in Brycheford lately belonging to Ronton
Priory, and a croft in Orslowe late in the occupation of Margaret
Jobber, also the manor of Onne and lands in Plardwicke and
Westwode, co. Stafford, lately belonging to Shene Priory, the
manor of Adneston or Edneéstone, co. Derby, lately belonging to
the Priory of Tutbury, a rent of 4s. 11d. from the lands of Francis
Shyrley in Shyrley, co. Derby, lands in Netherthrowghmaston
(Thurmaston), co. Derby, late in the tenure of Francis Shirley, and
all lands in Adneston, Shyrley, and Netherthrowghmaston belonging
to the manor of Adneston,and pastures in Wetton, cos. Stafford and
Derby, called Ecton and Le Halesfeld, lately belonging to Tutbury
Priory, the manor of Normecote, co. Stafford, lately belonging to
the Priory of Hulton, and a water-mill in Stone appurtenant to
the same manor, the farm or grange of Kneythton (Kunighton), a
pasture called Grymescroft, the farm or grange of Ellerton in the
cos. of Stafford and Salop, late in the tenure of John Skrymsher,
the farm or grange of Bacheacre or Battysacre, co. Stafford, the
farm or grange called Slamford Grange, lands in Seyghford, co.
Stafford, late in the tenure of Richard Damporte, a cottage and
the tythes of hay in Seyghford, the Coventsmedowe and the lands
called Churchelands and Bromeslandes in Seighford, and a pasture
in Gnowsall called Gylberts field lately belonging to Ronton
Priory, the chief messuage and all other messuages, ete., lands, ete.,
in Grymsyll and Coton, co. Stafford, lately in the tenure of Sir
Edward Aston, part of the possessions of Ronton Priory, and the
rectory of Mylwyche, co. Stafford, lately belonging to Stone Priory,
for all of which Sir John Giffard was to pay the sum of £959 5s.?

In 33 H. VIII (1542) a license was granted to Sir John
Giffard to alienate the rectory of Millwich which had formerly
belonged to Stone Priory, and lands in Grymsull and Coton which

! Marston had formed part of the possessions of Lapley Priory—a cell of the
monastery of St. Ebruph, in Normandy—and as an alien priory had been granted
to the English monastery of Shene by Henry V.

2 State Papers (printed), quoting Rot. Pat. 32 H. VIII, part 1, m. 20.
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had belonged to Ronton Priory, to Sir Edward Aston.! At this
date Sir John was still in the King’s household, although he must
have been seventy-six years of age, for the State Papers show his
half-year’s wages, 100s. was paid up to Michaelmas, 1542.2

He died on the 13th November, 3-4 Philip and Mary
(1556). The inquisition on his death states that by an
indenture of 23 H. VIII (1531) made between John Giffard,
knight, and Thomas Giffard, armiger, the son and heir-apparent
of John, on the one side, and George Throckemorton, knight,
on the other side, on the marriage of Ursula, the sister of the said
George, to the said Thomas, the manor of Walton had been con-
veyed to trustees for the use of the said John Giffard and Elizabeth,
then his wife, and after the death of Elizabeth to the use of the
said Thomas and Ursula, his wife, for their lives, with remainder
to the right heirs of the said John. And Elizabeth had died
long before the death of John. The inquisition further quotes an
indenture dated 12th October, 5 E. VI (1551), made between John
Giffard and Thomas Giffard, knights, and John Giffard, armiger,
son and heir-apparent of the said Thomas, on the one part, and
one Jeyce Leveson, daughter of James Leveson, armiger, on the
other part, and between the said John Giffard and Thomas
Giffard, knights, on the oune part, and Margery Leveson, late wife
of James Leveson, on ‘the other part, dated the 10th April, 4 E.
VI (1550), by which the manor of Whiston and Bickeford had
been settled to the use of the said John Giffard, knight, for his
life, with remainder to the use of Thomas Giffard, knight, for a
term of five- years, and with remainder to the use of John
Giffard, armiger, and Joyee, and the heirs male of their bodies,
and failing such to the use of the said Thomas Giffard, knight,
and his heirs for ever. And the said John and Thomas Giffard,
knights, had granted to the said Edward Aston and George
Throgmorton, knights, Walter Aston and Thomas Grey, armigers,.
John Offeley, of co. Chester, alderman, and John Moreton,
gentleman?® all his lands and tenements, rents, ete., in Chil-
lyngton now or lately in the occupation of Thomas Caryngton,
Thomas Perie, Elizabeth Yate, Thomas Corbett, and Humfrey
White, and the tenement in Hatton late in the tenure or

! State Papers (printed). 2 Ibid.
3 These are the trustees named in the settlements of 1550 and 1551.
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occupation of Niclolas Wilson, and a tenement in Chillyngton
lately occupied by John Corbyn, to the use of the said John
Giffard and Thomas Giffard, knights, for their natural lives,
or the longest liver of them, and after their deaths to the
use of the said John Giffard, armiger, and Joyee, his wife,
and the heirs male of their bodies, with remainder to the right
heirs of Thomas Giffard; and John Giffard, knight, was seised
of -the residue of the manor of Chillyngton in demesne
as of fee and had died seised of t, and before the death of
John Giffard, knight, King Henry VIII, the late King, by his
Letters Patent dated 32 H. VIII, had granted to him the manor
of Marston, near Stafford, with its members, and all the tythes
of Foreyate, near Stafford, and in Enstone, late in occupation of
Thomas Arthure, and a messuage and two virgates of land in
Bircheford, co. Stafford, late in occupation of William Jurden, and
a messuage and one and a half virgate of land in Birchford late
in the occupation of Thomas Harte, and the tythe of hay in
Bircheford late in the occupation of the said Thomas Harte, and
a croft and a piece of land in Oxslowe, co. Stafford, late in the
occupation of Margaret Jobber, together with all rents and
services, woods, pastures, view of frankpledge, etc., late in the
occupation of the said Thomas Arthure, to be held by the
said John Giffard and the heirs male of his body; and long
before his death, the said John Gifford, knight, was seised of the
manor of Onne, co. Stafford, and 9 messuages, 120 acres of land,
18 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood,
12 aeres of waste, and 4s. 10d. of rent in Onmne, Plardewick,
Westwood, Gnoshalle, Stretton, Penford, and Gonston in demesné
as of fee, and he was seised of the manor of Normecote and a
water-mill and 100 acres of waste and 12s. of rent in Normeeote,
and of the manor of Chillyngton, and lands and fenements in
Bromhall late in the tenancy of Thomas Carles.

And the jury stated that the manor of Whiston and Bikeford
was held of William, Lord Paget,' and that Marston and the
land in Briggeford was held in capite by the service of one-
twentieth of a knight’s fee, and the manorsof Onn and Normecote

! Lord Paget had obtained the grant of the lands of the dissolved abbey of
Burton, and Whiston had been held of the Abbot of Burton from time
immemorial.
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and the tenements in Plardewick, Westwode, and Gnowsall were
held ¢n ecapite by the service of one-fifteenth of a knight’s fee, and
the lands and tenements in Penford were held of James Fowler,
gentleman, and that John Gifford died on the 13th November,
3—4 Philip and Mary (1556), and that Thomas Gyfford, knight,
his son, was his nearest heir, and was sixty-three years of age
and upwards.!

Sir John Giffard married for a first wife Jane, the daughter
of Thomas Hoord of Bridgenerth, by whom he had two
daughters and a son Thomas, who succeeded him. Jane appears
to have died in childbed at the birth of her son, for according to
the Herald’s Visitation of 1583 she died on the 8th December,
14912 The eldest daughter, Cassandra, married Humfrey
Swynnerton of Swynnerton ; the second, Dorothy, married first
John Congreve of Stretton and secondly Francis Shirley. By his
second wife, Elizabeth, Sir John Giffard had an only daughter,
Frances, who married Sir John Talbot of Grafton, co. Worcester.?

The Chillington pedigree printed by Parke in his History of
Brewood adds a second son, William, who, to use the words of
Mr. Parke, “achieved the remarkable distinetion of becoming
Archbishop of Rheims and a Duke and Peer of Irance, and who
is stated to have died in 1629.”. Such an advancement is~by no
means improbable, for the sons of the Fnglish Catholic families
were educated at this period in the Jesuit colleges in France,
but none of the pedigrees of the family certified by the Giffards -
in the Herald’s Visitations make any mention of this William,

1 Ingn. p.m., 3-4 Plilip and Mary, No. 138.

* Glover's Visitation of Staffordshire, 1583, printed in Vol. III of Staffordshire
Collections. This date is probably eorreet, but Ashmole, in his Church Notes, has
the following, taken from ler tomb in Brewood Church:—

Ilic jacet Johanna quondam wuxor domini Jokannis Giffard domini de
Chillington, que obiit . . . A, 1481,
The last dute has been probably miseopied by Ashmole. Anybody who has
attempted to deeipher Gothic numerals on a sepu'ehral monument of this date
will readily aceept this view of the matter.

3 Ibid, The pedigree of Giffard in this Visitation is certified by John Giffard,
the grandson of Sir John Giffard, and therefore the account of these eollateral
branches of the family is probably correct. This John was twenty-threo years of
age at the date of his grandfather’s death and had a son, Walter, three years of
age. In this Visitation, John also certifies to the birth of his grandson Peter, -
who was two yearsold. Ie thus certifies to five generations of his families, with
all of whom he must have been intimately acquainted.
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and they would hardly have omitted so illustrious a member of
their house.! .

Sir John lies buried in the chaneel of Brewood Church under
a very fine altar tomb, of which a drawing is annexed and on
whieh are full-length effigies of himself in armour and his two
wives on either side of him. The inscription on the tomb is—

“I0ere Ipeth the bodp of Div Fjobn Crifforde of Chil-
lington in the @Countic of Stafforde Wnpaht wbich departed
this transitorpe Ipf the xiii dap of Pobember in the pear of
our orde Crod Al.ccreclbi. on whose soule Fjesus Habe
merepe. Amen.”

At the time of his death he was 90 years of age and had
been head of his honse for 70 years. Of this period, however, he
had only held his patrimony for 39 years, for his mother
Cassandra survived her husband for 51 years, and she had been
jointly enfeoffed with her husband in all the Chillington property.
She died in 1537. Assuming that she was only 18 years of age
at the date of John’s birth, she must have been over 90 years of
age at the date of her death in 1537. The longevity of the
Giffards for many generations after this period is very remarkable.

The dates of the principal events in Sir John Giffard’s family
history put into a tabular form are as follows :—

He was born in 1466 and died in 1556.

His eldest son Thomas was born in 1491.

His grandson John was born in 1533, and was married to
Joyce Leveson in 1551.

His great-grandson Walter was born in 1553, and was three
years old at the date of Sir John’s death.

If Sir Thomas Giffard had had a son by his first wife, it is
probable that Sir John Gitfard would have seen a great-
great-grandson born before he.died.

His grandson John died in 1613 aged 80, and thus three
generations of the family extended over a period: of
147 years.

! It is true, however, that a William Giffard, an Englishman and a famous
Jesuit father of this era, and who was much mixed up in the plots against Queen
Elizabeth, was subsequently Archbishop of Rheims. See a note in Lingard’s
History of England,
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SIR THOMAS GIFFARD.
A.D. 1536 TO A.D. 1560.

The principal events in the life of Sir Thomas Giffard have
been already told in the account of his father. He was included
in the Commission of the Peace for Staffordshire in 26 H. VIIL
(1535),! and in the same year was one of the commissioners for
levying the tenth of spiritualities in the county?; his name also
appears on the Commission for Gaol delivery in co. Stafford in
15392 In all these commissions his father’s name likewise
appears, aud he was also one of the commissioners in conjunction
with his father for the general inuster of 1539. At this date
he appears to have resided principally at Stretton, for on the
8th February, 30 H. VIIL (1539) the King granted to him
under the name of Thomas Giffard of Stretton, the site of the
Black Nuns of Brewode, co. Stafford, together with the chureh,
water mill, and a pasture, the annual value of which was
estimated at £7 9s. 1d., for which Thomas was to pay £134 1s. 8d.
and to render an annual rent of 156s* It will be seen that
Thomas paid 20 years’ purchase for the land, in addition to the
reserved rent, and this would be the full market rate at that
period. Previous to this date, and during the lifetime of his
first wife, he appears to have resided at Caverswall Castle, which
had formed part of the Montgomery lands, for according to a
note in Parke’s Brewood, he is frequently styled of Caverswall
Castle in contemporary documents. After the purchase of Black-
ladies, he probably took up his abode there.

He occurs as King's Escheator for Staffordshire in 15 and
16 H. VIII, and again in 30 H. VIIL’ and he served as sheriff
for the county in the years 1530 and 1554, and represented the
county in Parliament for the years 1553.-54-55.° These were the
three first years of Queen Mary’s reign, and as the sheriffs were
commanded to return members favourable to the court, it would

1 Patent Rolls, 26 H. VIII. ’ 2 Itid., 31 H. VIII.
3 Ibid., 13 H. VIII.

4 Grant’s Augmentation Office.

> Escheator’s accounts, Public Record Office.

§ Parke’s Brewood, p. 69.
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appear as if the Giffards had already become known for their
attachment to the old faith. In 1553, the first year of Queen
Mary, his son John Giffard was likewise returned as member for
Lichfield! As Sir Thomas was not married to Ursula Throck-
morton till 1531, John Giffard could not have been more than
twenty-one years of age at this date.

Sir Thomas died on the 27th May, 2 Elizabeth [1560], having
been in possession of his patrimonial estates for less than four years.
At this date he would be about sixty-nine years of age. He
appears to have been knighted at the coronation of Queen Mary.

The Inquisition taken on his death is extant, but in sueh a
bad state of preservation, very little of it ean be deciphered. It
states that he died seised of :—

The manor of Chillington, which was held of the Bishop.

The manor of Whyston and Bykeford, held of William Lord
Paget.

The manor of Walton, held of the Bishop.

The manor of Marston and tenements in Enstone, Forgate

. and DBrycheford, held in capite for one-twentieth of a
knight’s fee.

The manors of Onne and Normeeote and tenements in
Plardewick, Westwode, and Gnowshall, held <n capite
for one-fifteenth of a knight’s fee.

Lands and tenements in Stretton, held of Franeis Congreve.

Lands and tenements in Penford, held of James Fowler.

Lands and tenements in Gunston, held of the Bishop.

Lands and tenements in Orslowe, late in the tenancy of
Thomas Jobber and Mary Astley, widow, which were
held of the Baron of Stafford.

The site of the monastery of the Black Nuns of Brewode,
held in capite by the service of one-tenth of a knight’s
fee, and

The manor of Fulford, held ¢n capite, but by what serviee
the jury were ignorant. The Inquisition coneludes with
the statement that Sir Thomas had died at Chillington
on the 27th May, 2 Elizabeth [1560], and John Giffard,
armiger, his son was his nearest heir, and was twenty-six
years old and upwards. A

! Parke’s Brewood, p. 69.



THE GIFFARDS. 125

Sir Thomas Giffard married for a first wife Dorothy, daughter
and one of the heirs of Sir John Montgomery, a great Derbyshire
landowner, by whom he had an only daughter Elizabeth, who
married Sir John Port.! Having had issue by Dorothy, Sir
Thomas would have held his wife’s inheritance for his life, and
this may account to some extent for the considerable position he
undeniably held in the county during his father’s lifetime. By
his second wife Ursula, the daughter of Robert Throckmorton of
Coughton, he had :—

1. John Giffard, who sueceeded him at Chillington.

2. Edward Giffard of Whiteladies, who married Franees,
daughter of Bartholomew Skerne of London, and had
issue.?

3. Humfrey Giffard of Blackladies, who married Eleanor,
daughter of John Warde of Capesthorne, and had issue.

4. Robert, died unmarried.

5. Dorothy, married Gilbert Astley of Patshull.

6. Cassandra, married Krasmus Wolseley of Wolseley, co.
Staftord.

7. Anne, married George Smith of Wotton, co. Warwiek, and
of Ashby, co. Leieester.

8. Isabella, married Iraneis Biddulph of Biddulph, co.
Stafford.

9. Elizabeth®

Sir Thomas Giffard is buried in Brewood Chureh under an
altar tomb, with effigies of himself in armour and his wife Ursula
Throckmorton. This fine monument was evidently put up by
Dame Ursula, for it ignores altogether the first wife of Sir
Thomas, and the date of Ursula’s death has been left blank. The
inseription on the tomb is as.follows :—

D

! Herald’s Visitations of 1583 and 1614, printed in Vols. IIT and V of tho
Staffordshire Collections.

2 In 37 Elizabeth (1595), Edward Giffard, who is styled *‘ armiger,” purchased
from Thomas Throckmorton and Murgaret, his wife, the property of the White-
ladies, consisting of 80 acres of wood and 33s. of rent, in Brewood, Pateshull,
Bromhall, Chatwall and Brinsford (Final Concords, Staffordshire, Vol. XVI,
p- 144). Thisis an interesting purchase as it comprised the woods at Boseobel,
famous as the hiding place of Charles II.

3 Herald’s Visitations of 1583 and 1663, printed in the Staffordshire Col-

ections, Vols. 1IT and V, with notes by Mr, H. 8. Grazebrook.
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“30ere Ipeth the bodpe of Sir Thomas CGipffard of
Chpllinaton, kniabt, bpch veparted this transitorpe Ipfle the
XXPIE bdape of $Map in the pere of our lorde Chod
MODLX and Wvsula His pfle whpch Veparted this
trangitorpe Ipfie the vap of fny the pere of
our lotd Chod M°D° on fuhose soules Fesus habe
mercy,  Amen,

These blanks were never filled in, but the Brewood Registers
show that Ursula was buried there on the 17th March, 1581.

It was during the era of Sir Thomas Giffard that the family
appear to have reached the apogee of their prosperity. Their
patrimony had been greatly augmented by grants of monastic
property, and both Sir Thomas and his father had married rich
wives. Sir John too appears to have been a man of considerable
ability, and with a tact and temper which steered him safely
through a very eritical period, and enabled him to retain the
favour of a capricious monareh, and his interest at court to the
last years of his life. The erection of the old Tudor house was
begun by Sir John, and completed apparently by Sir Thomas,
for the great chimney-piece now at Chillington, the only remnant
of the old house, contains amongst its carvings the arms of
Giffard impaling Throckmorton. This house was of so extensive
a character that when snrveyed by Sir Amias Poulett in 1584
with a view of making it the residence of the captive Queen of
Scots, it was found to be large enough to contain not only the
Queen and her suite, but likewise Sir Amias and his servants, and
the retinue of gnards.

From this date, however, there was a steady decline in
the fortunes of the family, owing to their blind adherence to
unpopular doctrines and a falling cause, and for the three next
generations, the head of the family was either in prison or under
restraint, and their estates sequestered. However detrimental
this may have been to the fortunes of the family, it is not the
province of the historian to lament over it, for it is during this
era that we find the elements of romance, of loyalty and devo-
tion, which throw a bright beam upon the story of the Giffards.
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JOHN GIFFARD.
A.D. 1560 TO A.D. 1613.

The career of this John Giffard is a continuous history of
difficulties, owing to his religious opinions, his estate heing under
sequestration, and his person imprisoned, or under restraint,
during the greater part of his life.

In 1569 the Pope had published a bull declaring the Queen
guilty of heresy and absolving her subjects from their allegiance.
The English Queen and her Council retaliated by passing severe
laws against the Roman Catholic religion. By one of these, all
persons not repairing to their parish church for divine service
were to forfeit £20 a month, and in default of the payment of
these sums into the exehequer, the Crown might seize all the goods
and two-thirds of the lands of the offenders, leaving the remaining
third for the maintenance of the said offenders, his wife, ehildren
and family. By a later Aet, it was made compulsory on all
recusants to repair to their place of abode, and not to go five
miles from thence, on pain of forfeiture of all their goods. They
were likewise forbidden to retain in their serviee any domestics
who did not conform to the established religion.

John Giffard, however, appears to have been left unmolested
until 1575, for in 1570 he was nominated by the Couneil to
determine a controversy between Lord Paget and Sir William
Gresley respecting a watercourse,! and in 1573 he served the
offiee of sheriff of the eounty.

In 1575 the Queen made her famous progress through the
Midland eounties. She stayed at Kenilworth from the 12th July
to the 28th July. From there she proceeded to Lichfield, where
she stayed till the 3rd August. From Lichfield she moved to
Stafford Castle, where she was staying on the 8th August, and
from Stafford Castle she passed to Sudeley Castle, whieh she
reached on the 12th August. On her way from Stafford Castle
to Sudeley she stayed one night at Chillington. ;

‘Whilst in Staffordshire the Queen had learnt that many of
the Roman Catholics of the county had eeased to attend their

! State Papers (printed). Rolls Series.
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parish churches,! and on reaching Sudeley Castle on the 12th
August. two precepts were signed by the Secretaries Smith and
‘Walsingham, requiring the attendance before the Privy Council
of Brian Fowler and John Gifford, Esquires, Justices of the Peace,
John Dracot (Draicote), Erasmus Wolvesley (sic) (Wollesley) of
Wolvesley Dridge, Frauncis Gatacre, Thomas Peshall of Horseleye,
Sampson Erdeswike, and William Muxfield (Macclesfield?) “ for
refusing to come to the churche.”

At the Council held at Worcester on the 17th Augnst, at
which were present the Lord Chamberlain, the Farl of Warwick
(Ambrose Dudley), the Earl of Leicester, Mr. Treasurer, Mr.
Comptroller, Mr. Secretary Smith, assisted by the Bishops of
Hereford, Worcester, Lichfield and Coventry, and Rochester,
«“John Gifforth, Brian Fowler, Francis Gatacre, FErasmus
Wolvesley, Sampson Erdeswick and his sonne, and William
Maxfield of the co. of Stafford, being sommoned to appere before
their Lordships, made their apparaunces accordinglie, and being
ealled in and charged that they went not to church and con-
fessing the same, were afterwardes one by one called in aparte to
shew what causes they had so to do, and they alleadging their
consciences and examples of their forefathers who taught them
so, and seminge to be contented to be comoned with, for their
better instruction were by their Lordships referred to a conference
to be had with them by the Bisshoppes abovenamed and other
lernid men the next day, and upon their reporte of their
towardnes and conformitie their Lordships wold take further
order.

“ Worcester, 19 August, 1575.

“The same day were called before theyr Lordships the Bisshoppes

Hereford, Worcester, Coventry and Lichefeld, and Rochester,

1 According to Lingard, Elizabeth hersclf oecasionally condescended to ccmit
to prison the recusants, who were denounced to her in the course of Ler progresses,
and he quotes the following passage from Lodge’s account of the Queen’s visit to
Rookwood’s House, at Euston, in 1578, ¢ Her Majesty hath served God with great
zeale and comfortable example, for by her counsaille, two notorious papists, young
Rookewoode and one Downes, a gentleman, were both commytted for obstinate
papistrie.” The Queen had previously thanked Rookwood for her lodging, and
given him her hand to kiss.

* William Macclesfield was the eldest son of Ralph Macclesfield, of Maer and
Aston, co. Stafford, at this date lLis father was-alive. Sec their pedigrec in
Vol. III of Staffordskire Collections.

.
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to make report of such conferences as they were appointed to
have with such gentilmen of the county of Stafford as refused to
come to church, who havinge declared to their Lordships the
litle effect their conference had as yet wrought with them, their
Lordships thinkinge by graunt of some more tyme to be conferred
with, they might be brought to better conformitie, called them in
aparte and declared unto every of them that considering the litle
conformitie they had as yet- shewid, they could not be suffered to
retorne home onles they wold more dutifullye submyt themselfes
to obey and folowe her Majesties lawes, the breache whereof in
men of their callinge for example sake could not be tollerated,
and for that upon furder conference with learned men it was
hooped that the trothe being declared unto them and their reasons
and scruples which movid them being answered and removed,
they then would conforme themselfes to her Majesties lawes, as
became good subjectes to do, their Lordships for favour thought to
take this order with them :

“That Brian Fowler be committed to the Bishop of Worcester,
to remain with him for conference till Michelmas Even
next, in which conference they might frelye declare
their conscience, shew such bookes and reasons as movid
them to do as they did, and no advantage to be taken
of any of their speeches, her Majesties person only
excepted, and in case before that tyme he should shewe
any conformitie, upon signification of the same from the
said Bisshop to their Lordships he shold be dismissed
and suffered to retorne home the soner, but if by that
tyme no good could be wrought, then was he to receve
such furder order, as their Lordships should thinke
convenint.

‘That Frauncis Gatacre be committed to the Bisshop of
Coventrie and Lichefeld, ete

‘That Sampson Erdeswike be licensed to go home to fetche
his bookes and notes, and on Thursday to repaire to the
Bisshop of Worcester, and further was enjoined to
declare the same order to his father, who should not
departe but tarye with the said Bisshop.

“That William Maxfielde be committed to the Bisshop of
Coventrie and Lichefeld, etc.

K
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That John Gifford be committed ‘to the Buisshop (sic) of
Rochester in matter as befor, save as he was licensed to
repair home to his howse, being as he alleadged, by
reason of her Majesties late being there, out of order
and unfurnished, and therefor to retorne to the said
Bisshop the day after her Majesties comyng to
Wodstock.

“That Erasmus Wolvesley be committed to the same Bisshop.

“At a Council held on the 6 Sept. 1575, John Draicot,
Esqr., was committed to the Bishop of Rochester.

“At a Council held on the 1 Nov. 1575, Frauncis
Gatacre, Erasmus Wolvesley, and William Maxfield, standing
obstinate not to come to churche were committed close prisoners,
Gatacre to the Fleet Irison, Wolvesley to the Gate House, and
Maxtield to the Marshalsea.

“At a Council held at Windsor, 13 Nov. 1575 Henry
(sic) Draicote? of co. Stafford, Esquire, persisting in his former
obstinacy was committed to the Fleet. John Gifford of the said
county, Esquier, promised to repaire to his Parishe Churche at
some tymes upon the Sondaies and Holy daies, but the same being
one and-a-half mile from his howse he could not do it alwaies,
their Lordshipps to be advertised from Mr. Deane of Coventrie
and Lichefeld being parson there, of such Sondaies and hollidaies
as he should not be there, that then he and his familie shold be
present at the Common Praier in the chapel belonging to his
howse, was suffered to go home.

“At the Council held on the 6 Dec. 1575, Brian Fowler
and Hughe Erdeswick were committed to the Fleet.”

In the second subsidy granted to the Queen in 18 Elizabeth
(1576), John Giffard was assessed at £20, and Dame Ursula
Giffard at £15. At these assessments John was bound to supply
a lance, .., a heavily armed horseman and a light horseman, and

1 At this Council there were present, the Lord Treasurer, the Lord Admiral,
the Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Warwick, the Earl of Leicester, the Earl of

Bedford, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Comptroller, Mr. Secretary Smith and Mr. Secretary
‘Walsingham.

? A mistake for John. John Draycote was lord of Draycote and Paynsley,
and a large landowner in the north of Staffordshire. He died 11th February,
4 James I. See the Draycote Pedigree in Vol. V of Staffordskire Collections
(from the Visitation of 1663).



THE GIFFARDS. 131

Dame Ursula two light horsemen. The highest assessment in the
county was that of Sir Walter Aston of Tixall, who was rated at
£100, for which he was to find two lances and four light horsemen,!
but it will be noted that even this was much below the assessment
of the Giffards in 1539, when the latter found horses and harness
for eleven men. .

In 1579 John’s eldest son Walter was married to Philippa,
one of the daughters and coheirs of Henry? White of South
Warnborough, co. Southampton, and the manor of Griffe and
Coton, co. Warwick, was settled on the young couple, and their
issue, subject to the life interest of John Giffard, the father, and
Joyce, the mother, of Walter. This Warwickshire manor had
apparently been the marriage portion of Joyce Leveson, the wife
of John.?

The Fines which were levied on this occasion give the
following deseription of his property :—Walton and the land in
Chebsey is stated to consist of the manor of Walton, and
13 messuages and gardens, a “columbarium ” (dovecote), 500
acres of arable land, 160 acres of meadow, 500 acres of pasture,
60 acres of wood, 400 acres of furze and heath, and 30s. of rent
in Walton and Chebsey. As the amount of rent is small, most
of the manor must have been held in demesne and it will be seen
it consisted of 1,620 acres of land in addition to the 13 gardens.

The Chillington, and Whiston, and Hatton manors, with lands
in Bickford and Stretton, consisted of 34 messuages and the
same number of gardens, 3 mills, 2 dovecotes, 1,000 acres of
arable land, 400 acres of meadow, 800 acres of pasture, 200 acres
of wood, 200 acres of furze and heath, and 80s. of rent, or
altogether 2,600 acres in addition to the 34 gardens.®

The Marston and Normicote property is not mentioned. At
this period the Giffards appear to have bought out most of the
lesser freeholders within their manors. By a fine levied in 18

! Staffordskire Collections, Vol. III, part 2, p. 17.

2 Ingn.p.m. on Walter Giffard and the Herald’s Visitation of 1583, Vol. I1I
of Staffordshire Collections. This Inquisition calls Philippa the daughter of
Thomas White, but her father's name was Henry. Her brother Sir Thomas
‘White died sp. There is a curious monument to him in South Wainborough
Church.

3 Final Concords, Staffordshire, Vol. XIV Staffordshire Collections, pp. 208
and 210.

K 2
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Elizabeth (1576), Richard Walhouse, one of the most considerable
of these, had released to John Giffard all his right in a messuage,
a garden, 100 acres of arable land, 40 acres of meadow, 100 acres
of pasture and 10 acres of wood in Chyllyngton, for which John
gave him £40.!

In 1592 John also acquired from John Lane, armiger, a
messuage, 2 tofts, 100 acres of land, 30 acres of meadow, 100
acres of pasture, 5 acres of wood, 20 acres of furze and heath,
and 5 acres of moor in Hatton and Brewood, for which he paid
260 marks.?

Apparently the report of the Dean respecting John Giffard’s
attendance at church had not been satisfactory, for the Acts of the
Council of 1580 show he was a prisoner in the Marshalsea.

At the Council held on the 29th August, 1580, an entry was
made that “this daye John Gifford of Brude in the co. of
Stafford, Esquire, being bounde by order from my lordes of Her
Majesties Privie Councill by Mr. Thomas Trentham® and others
specially appointed thereunto, to make his personnall apparence
before their Lordships this xxixt* of Auguste hath accordinglie
appeared for the safegarde of his band (bond) taken of him in
that behaulf and was furder bound to make his apparence uppon
Friday following the 2" September before the Lord Bushoppe
of London, then to answer such matter as by his Lordship shall
be objected unto him.”

The same order was made in the cases of Bryan Fowler of
Sowe and Erasmus Wolsley of Wolsley.

The next order of Council shows John Giffard to be a
prisoner in the Marshalsea, for at the Council held on the
9th November, 1580, it was ordered that a letter “ be sent to the
Knight Mareschall that whereas their Lordships understand that
John Gifforde of Chidlington in the County of Stafford, Esquire,
heretofore committed to his charge concerning matters of religion,
is at this presente troubled with sundry diseases and therfore
hathe made suite unto their ILordships that for the better
recovery of his helth he might have some libertie, he is therfore

! Final Concords, Staffordshire, Vol. XIV, Staffordskire Collections, p. 188
* Ibid., Vol. X VI, p. 117.
3 Thomas Trentham was of Rocester co. Stafford.
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required, finding this inforination to be true, upon the receipt
hereof to remove him into some place within or nere the Cittie of
London which he shall thincke convenient when he may have
accesse of phisicions and others unto him for the recovery of his
helthe, remayning nevertheles still under his owne charge, or the
charge of some trustie person whom he shall thincke meete to
attende upon him, so as the libertie whieh is now granted unto
him be not abused.”

At the Couneil held on the 18th Mareh 1580-81, an order
was made thut a letter be sent to the Justices of Assises in the
County of Stafford “to forbear to proeceed to the triall of the
cause of Alexander Stubs wversus Ralf Kent, by reson that
Mr. John Giffard of that county, Esquier, being as hee alledgeth
interested in the matter cannot bee present at the hearing thereof
for as mueh as he is prisoner in the Marshalsea for non con-
formity in matters of religion, and their Lordships think it not
convenient to graunt him leave to bee there, and yet nevertheless
would not have his title prejudieed by his absenee.”

After the permission given by the Council on the 9th
November, 1580, John Giffard appears to have taken a house at
St. Helens in the City, where he remained in charge of the
Knight Marshall. At the Council held on the 2nd Apmi, 1581,
an order was made that—

“ This day Mr. Jhon Giffard, Esquier, of Gillington in the
County of Stafford, remayning prisoner in his own house under
the charge of the Knight Marshall, was by their Lordships order
for some considerations released of his imprisonment, entering into
bandes in the summe of £1,000 to yield himself prisoner again
unto the said place under the charge of the Knight Marshall upon
the last day of Easter terme next ensewing nnles their Lordships
shall in the mean season otherwyse take order with him.”

At the Council held on the 8th May, 1581, a note was made
“The same day also Mr. Jhon Giffard of Gillington in the
County of Stafford, Esquire, having before bene released of his
imprisonment in his own howse at St. Ellens within London under
the charge of the Knight Mareshall for some considerations npon
bandes with condition that hee should this day being the last day
of Easter terme willingly yeeld himself prisoner again in the
toresaid place, unles it should in the mean season bee otherwyse
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ordered by their lordships hath this day accordingly made his
apparence here, and is willed to yeeld himself unto the Knight
Mareschalls charge untill hee shall by their lordships bee from
thence discharged.”

At the Council of the 28th June, 1581, permission was given
to him “to resort to the new wells at Newenham Regis in the
co. of Warwick, to remain for the space of 14 days, as also to
repair unto a lordshippe of his called Marson in the county of
Stafford ther to abyde for his necessarie business by the space of
eight dayes. It was likewise ordered notwithstanding his said
bond that (touching that pointe of his band for not retayning of
any servaunt that shal be knowen to be a Recusant) if within
xx daies after his arrival at his owne house he shall therein
accomplishe the contentes of the condition of his said bond, he
shall likewise avoyde the daunger of the forfeyture thereof and
finallie if the said John Giffard shall before the Feast of All
Saintes next ensuing appeare before the Lordes and others of
her Majesties Privie Counsell yelding hLimself to their Lordships
appointment and direction, that then his said bond to be
redelivered unto him and be discharged thereof.”

At the Council of 11th July, 1581, it was ordered “that John
Gifford being heretofore committed to prison in the Gatehouse
for not conformynge himself in matters of Religion uppon his
bonde with two suerties to her Majesties nse in the summe of C /7,
with the generall condition appointed by their Lordships to be
taken of the Recusants, was this daye discharged of prison and
sett at libertie.”

On the 1st November, 1581, it is noted that “John Giffard of
Chillington appeared before the Council, and was allowed liberty
for one month and to appear again.”

On the 30th, 1581, we read that “John Giffard appeared and
was allowed a further liberty of 15 days.”

On the 14th December, 1581, John Giffard appeared before
the Clerk of the Council to have his appearance recorded and
“was thereupon ordered to give his attendance untill by their
Lordships order he should be dismissed.”

When Robert Glover, Somerset Herald, made his Visitation
of Staffordshire in 1583, John Giffard appeared and certified to
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his pedigree commencing with his grandfather Sir John
Giffard, and detailing all the younger sons and daughters
of the house and their wives and husbands. At this
date John had two grandsons living, Peter Giffard and John
Giffard, and he therefore certifies to the correctness of five
generations of his family, with all of whom he had been
personally acquainted. This Visitation therefore gives authentic
evidence respecting the family and its offshoots for a period of
80 years. In 1663, when Sir Willilam Dugdale made his
Visitation of Staffordshire, Walter, the son of the above-named
Peter Giffard and great-grandson of John, certified to the cor-
rectness of the pedigree up to that date, and this Walter had
also a grandson then living, aged five, who is duly entered in the
pedigree signed by his grandfather. 'We have, therefore, official
certificates of the births and marriages of eight generations of
the family, based upon personal knowledge—a remarkable
example of the value of these Heraldic Records for the period
over which they extend.

An interval of more than three years now elapses before we
find any more records respecting Recusants in the Acts of the
Privy Council. At this date Francis Gatacre and Thomas
Peshall of Horsley had left the country.t

At the Council held on the 3rd March, 1585-86, there is an
entry that « John Gifford of Chillingeton in the Countie of Stafford,
Esquier, uppon commaundement of the lords of her Majesties most
honorable Privy Counsell for matter of recusance restrained to
remaine in or about London, uppon his humble suite for recovery
of his health being moche impaired, as also for other his
necessarie busines, is enlarged and licensed at his pleasure to
repaire to the welles at Newman (sic) Regis, or to the Bath, as
also to his house at Chillingeton for his necessarie busines or
els where as his occacions in anie place shall serve to make his
abode with his household so as the said John Giffard doe not
remaine at his said house at Chillingeton nor at anie place within
the countie of Stafford above one moneth at one time so longe
as the Quene of Scotes is or doth remaine in anie part of the
shire nor untill she be clearlie removed out of that countie

1 At the Visitation of 1583, Sowmerset Herald has written against their names
“ Hors du Pays.”
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provided allwaies that the said John Gifford shall not departe out
of this realme to anie place beyond the seas mor any other
Realme without her majesties license first obtained.”

In 1585 it was determined to move the Queen of Scots from
Tutbury Castle to Chartley. Robert Devereux, the Earl of Essex,
who was the owner of Chartley, strongly objected to this proposal,
and Secretary Walsingham then wrote to Sir Amias Poulett, in
whose charge the Queen had been placed, suggesting Mr. Gifford’s
house at Chillington, as a place of abode for the Queen. The
correspondence which passed on this subject, gives us an interesting
account of Chillington, and of the political state of the county at
this period. On the 3rd October, 1585, Sir Amias writes from
Tutbury to- Walsingham in answer to the above letter:—“ And
being required by your sayed letter to cause a view to be taken of
Mr. Giffords howse, T prayed Mr. Darell to make his ymmediate
repayre thither, by whom I understand that the howse is well
seated, and is furnished with many fayre lodginges, so as this
Queen may be very well placed, with a great chamber, gallery,
cabinet,and lodging for her gentlewomen, as likewise the Governor
and his gentlemen may be lodged in consimilar sort, a fayre
orchard, and garden walled about, great store of woodd, Cankwood
no far off for C3sart coale, and sea coale may be had with little
charge. Two or three parks at hand, good pasturage adjoyninge
to the howse besyde the dove howse and other like commodityes.
The discommodities are these, the howse being straight to lodge
both these families, the brewehowse and brewing vessells so little
as will brewe but one toone at a tyme, which is much lesse than
sufficient, and no common brewehowse in any towne adjoyning or
in any other place of this shire that I can heare of: stable roome
lesse than enought for XX geldings which may be enlarged to the
numbre of 8 or 10, by means of a stall, and to a far greater
nomber by the helpe of the barnes, whereof there are 3 or
4, yf they were not full of corne: hay in the howse XX -loads
or thereabouts, a small store for so many horses, as must followe
this familye, and little hay to be had in these parts for money.

“I had almost forgotten to advertyse you that the howse is
verye well furnished, which may be no meanes be spared, yf this
l:.ousehold shall remove thither, this castle being distant from
there XX miles so as yt were a matter of extreme trouble and
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charge to remove all things from here when by reason of the late
fowle weather, the wayes be alreadye as deepe and as fowle as ys
possible. I pray yon consider effectually of the brewehowse,
because yt is a matter which importeth greatleye and yt passeth
my understanding to fynd a remedye for it. From Tutbury the
3 October 1585.”

A few days afterwards he writes again:—*“By your former
letters you required me to view Chartley and Tyxhall the howses
of the Earl of Kssex and of Sir Walter Aston, which I did
accordinglye. By a latter letter you wrote that I should cause a
view to be taken of Mr. Giffords howse, wherein I supposed you
had geven me the larger commission, because you held the matter
as desperate, or at the least unlikelye that a gentlemans howse
might be sufficient to receave this greate howsehold, hereupon I
sent Mr. Darell thither, whose report touching the howse and
state of all things, appertayninge as far as he could see or gather
by the information of Mr. Gifferds servants hath been certified
unto you, and I beleve assuredlye that you shall finde yt trewe in
all points.

“Touching the state of the countrey, and the neighbours
adjoyninge I have taken care to infourme myself by the means of
some men of credit in these parts, and do fynd that the gentlemen
of calling and countenaunce and best affected in religion as Sir
Walter Aston, Mr. Bagot and Mr. Greisley and a fewe such like,
have their dwellings distant from Mr. Giffords howse some X
miles, some XII, and the nearest IX, only Mr. Littleton a very
honest religious gentleman, as I heare, dwellinge within 3 or
4 miles or thereabouts. Mr. Gifford having two brethren nere
neighbours to his howse, the one of them ritche, and of good credit
in the Shire and both of them backward in religion,® so as the
sayd howse seemeth to be barren of good neighbours. The
strength of the howse deserveth little better comendation, the
windowes of the one syde lying open upon the fielde, and the
windowes of the other syde where this Queen should be lodged
lying open upon the garden, which is environned with a wall of
no great height than as a man may reache to the topp, only the

! Copied from the original State Papers, Public Record Office.
2 These would be the Giffards of Blackladies and Whiteladies; the rich ore
would be the Giffard of Whiteladies.
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third Court which serveth for woodd and fewell is walled about,
so as yf yt be meant that this Queen should make any long abode
there, I must neede say for my discharge that the sayd howse is not
of sufficient strengthe for so waightye a charge, but yf yt had
bene intended that she should have remayned there onlye during
this winter season, and then to have returned hither, which is the
only fit howse for all purposes to receave this Queen in this Shere,
the weakenes of the sayd Mr. Giffords howse would have bene
supplyed with diligence and careful attendaunce. But yf this
howse were as well neighboured and of as competent strength as
might be wisshed, yet surelye in my simple opinion there are
other imperfections more than sufficient to stay or remove thither,
and especiallye in the matter of the Brewehowse there.”

Here Sir Amias repeats all he said in his former letter about
the brewhouse, and the letter concludes :—

“I trusted to have receaved Mr. Bagots letter of assistance from
you before this tyme, which I desire greatelye, because when this
Queen shall crave to ryde abrode, which she will do in her coche
assoone as she is able, I may perchaunce be unable to ryde, and
then she will thinke herself yll handled yf she may not take the
ayre when her health will permytt yt. From Tutbury the 15th
of October 1585. Your most assured poore friend.!

“A. PouLEr.”

In the end, with the assistance of Mr. Bagot, the Queen was
removed to Chartley Castle, but it appears that the same difficulty
respecting the beer for the household presented itself at that
place, and it was eventually procured from Burton. This we know
from the accounts of the Babington conspiracy, the letters which
passed between the Queen of Scots and the conspirators having
been concealed in the barrels of beer, from which they were taken
to Walsingham, deciphered, and then put back again.

In 1585 the Queen having taken up the cause of the insurgents
in the Low Countries and Belgium, the Recusants were required
to find light horsemen for the army or a composition in money.
John Gifford of Chillington returned he was unable to find a light
horseman, but offered money.? On the 31st October, 1585, the

! From the original State Papers, Public Record Office.
2 State Papers, Domestic (printed). Rolls Series.
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Sheriff of London notified to the Council that he had received £50
from Mr. John Gifford of Chillington for two light horses, and
that Mr. Gifford asked for a letter of discharge in Staffordshire.!

In 1588, the year of the Spanish Armada, the Commissioners
of Recusancy ordered that John Gifford, esquire, be committed to
the safe custody of Thomas Philippes, none to have access to him;
but on the 28th November, 1588, a note in the State Papers
states that John Gifford of Chillington, co. Stafford, took the
oath of allegiance and acknowledged Her Majesty to be his
only lawful and undoubted Sovereign Lady and Queen.* The
peril to which the country had been exposed had evoked the
dormant patriotism of the Roman Catholics, and many of the
irreconciliable section now rallied round the throne.

John Giffard’s estates, however, were not restored to him, for
the Recusant Roll of 1593 states that Ralph Husbond owed
£45 5s. 3d. of the annual ferm of the lands of John Giffard, armiger,
a recusant in Chillington, Bromhalle and Hatton, commencing
8th July, 30 Elizabeth (1588). The same Roll shows that both
John Gifford and his wife Joyce were paying £20 a month for
their recusancy and at that date each of them owed £80 to the
Exchequer.

I have found no further information specially relating to John

“Giffard. His wife Joyce Leveson died in 1608, and John appears
to have erected at this date the altar tomb to her memory, which
is now in the church at Brewood, for the date of his own death
has been left blank on the monument.

The tomb has an effigy of John in armour and of Joyce,
his wife, with an inseription as follows in Roman letters :—

HERE LYETH THE BODY OF JOHN GYFFORD OF CHYLINGTON ESQR.
WHICH DEPARTED THIS LYF THE ANNO DOMINI AND
JEYSE HIS WYFE WHO DEPARTED THIS LYF YE 14THH OF MARCH ANNO
DOMINI 1608.

At the west end of the tomb are two shields, one bearing the
arms of Leveson and the other those of Giffard of Chillington.
As the eftigy of John was made during his lifetime, it probably
bears some resemblance to him.

! State Papers, Domestic (printed). Rolls Series.
2 Ibid,
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According to the Ingn. p.m. on John’s death, he died on the
28th August, 1613, but the Parish Register of Brewood shows he
was buried there on the 24th August of that year. The
Inquisition was not taken till five months after his death and the
Parish Register is more likely to be correct.

The Inquisition was taken at Wolverhampton before Walter
Leveson, knight, and two other Commissioners on the 13th
January, 11 James I (1614). It statesthat John Gifford was seised
at the time of his death of the manors of Chillington, Whiston and
Bickford, High Onne, Merston, Fowford, alias Fulford, the moiety
of the manor of Stowhathe, the manor of Normicote, and divers
lands and tenements in the above named places and in Enstone,
Wolverhampton, Hatton, Stretton, Orslowe, Bromhall, Gnowshale,
Blackladies and Brichford, together with the reversion of the site
of the Black Nuns of Brewood, and a water-mill and divers lands
in Brewood, after the death of Humfrey Gifford, these lands having
been granted to Humfrey by Thomas Giffard, knight, by deed dated
1st June, 1 Mary, for a term of 100 years, if Humfrey should live
so long, and the said Humfrey was still alive. Also of 80 acres
of land in Enstone, now in possession of Sampson Beresford,
gentleman, and the tithes of Brichford and Foregate, near Stafford.
Also of the manors of Gryff and Coton, co. Warwick; and
whilst so seised of the said manors, lands, and tenements, by an
Indenture made on the 3rd October, 21 Elizabeth, between him and
Joan Bradshawe of Noke, co. Oxon, widow, and Benedict Wynche-
combe of Noke, gentilman, and Walter Aston of Tixall, knight,
John Talbot of Grafton, armiger, Edward Gifford, gentilman,
Humfrey Gifford, gentilman, and William Hill, yoman, in con-
sideration of a marriage between Walter Gifford, son and heir
apparent of the said John and Philippa now his wife, one of the
daughters and coheirs of Henry White, armiger, and of a sum of
money paid to the said John Gyfford, the manors of Chillington,
Whiston and Bickford, Gryff, and Coton and lands and tenements in
those places, and in Hatton, Stretton, Orslowe, and Brombhall, ex-
cepting a meadow in Orslowe, late in the tenure of Margaret Jobker,
widowe,! were settled on John Giffard and Joyce, then his wife,
but now deceased, to be held by them for their lives, and with

1 See the Fines levied on this occasion in Vol. XIV Steffordshkire Collections,
pp. 208 and 210.
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Henry Duffield, Richard Giffard and three others, write to the
Lord Admiral, and to the "Earl of Essex, stating that they had
been taken into the Havannah ten days ago by the King’s (of
Spain) fleet under Don Bernardino de Villaveda; that they were
treated kindly and honourably, but beg Her Majesty’s care for
their deliverance.!

His subsequent ventures in the buccaneering line were
seemingly more fortunate; for in 43 Elizabeth (1601) he pur-
chased a property in Wolverhampton consisting of about 60 acres
of land from Michael Saltford and others.?

The palmy days for buccaneering, however, ended with Eliza-
beth’s reign. Her successor, James I,in 1623, was negotiating
a marriage between his heir-apparent and a Spanish princess,
and the unfortunate Sir Walter Raleigh, on the demand of the
Spanish Ambassador, had been beheaded for buccaneering in the
Spanish Main. James’ admirals had orders to arrest all suspicious
ships at the outports, and on the 2nd July, 1623, the Earl of
Rutland writes to Secretary Conway from Stoke Bay, that “ he had
found a bark in the roads, belonging to a Captain Gifford of
Shoreham. The Captain pretends a trading voyage to Rochelle
and thence to Ireland, but he has no money, nor hills of exchange,
thinks the case suspicious, and has ordered the bark to be
stayed at Portsmouth till further orders.”

On the 4th July, Secretary Conway answers that the King
much approves of what the Earl had done, and especially his
discovery of Gifford’s ship and the course he had taken
thereon.

On the 9th July, the matter having been referred to the
Commissioners of the Navy, the latter write that they think that
Captain Gifford should not be released without giving security
for good behaviour, his pretext for trading to Ireland with the
money of a debt sixteen years old, to be recovered at Rochelle,
being very improbable. )

On the 13th July, Secretary Conway writes to the Navy
Commissioners, that the King finding that Captain Gifford’s
preparations were suspicious, orders him either to stay his voyage,
or to put in caution for good behaviour at sea. The Captain

1 State Papers (printed).
2 Final Concords, Staffordshire, Vol. X VI, p. 213.
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resolves to stay at home, and asks leave to dispose of his ship
and goods. This is to be allowed, but the ship is not to go to sea
at all, under any command, without giving security against
unlawful acts.

On the 23rd July, 1623, the Commissioners of the Navy write
to Secretary Conway, that they still think that Captain Gifford
should not be permitted to go to sea without giving security
for his good carriage, for the Earl of Rutland had found 16
muskets on board his ship.!

If the Captain Gifford of these letters was Richard Giffard the
son of John Giffard of Chillington, he would have been about 68
years of age at this date.?

Richard Giffard married Elizabeth, the daughter of Thomas
Leveson, and had a son John who was born in 1597. This John
was a knight of Malta and was buried at Wolverhampton Church
in 1672. The inseription on his tomb, as copied by Huntbach,
was as follows : —

“ HIC JACET CORPUS JOHANNIS GIFFARD EQUITIS MELITENSIS FILII
RICHARDI GIFFARDI GENEROSI ET ELIZABETH UXORIS EJUS FILIE
THOME LEVESON DE WOLVERHAMPTON ARMIGERI, SORORIS GUALTERI
LEVESON EQUITIS, OBUT 17 MARCH 1672, ANNO ETATIS SUE 75.”2

Of Thomas Giffard, the third son, nothing is known, and he
probably died early.

Gilbert Giffard, the fourth son of John, occupies a page in
English history, for he played a prominent though a very
discreditable part in the Babington conspiracy, for which the
unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots forfeited her life. -Lingard, the
historian, gives the following desecription of him:—*“ Another and
more important instrument was Gilbert Gifford of an ancient
Catholic family in Staffordshire. His father had long been a
prisoner on account of his religion, his elder brother was a
gentleman pensioner at court. Gilbert himself at ten years of age
had been sent for his education to one of the English colleges

! State Papers (printed). Addenda.

2 The eldest son, Walter, was born in 1553. Lady Verney, in her Memoirs
of the Ferney Family, mentions a Captain John Giffard, who was a noted
buccaneer in his day, and who was a member of the Giffards of Middle

Claydon.
Huntbach MS., William Salt Library, Stafford.
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abroad under the direction of the Jesuits. At what time or by
what means he was seduced to pander for the artful Secretary is
unknown, but in December 1585, he came to England and repaired
to the house of Walsingham’s confidential agent, the decipherer
Philipps, where he was entertained as a foreigner under the
assumed name of Nicholas Cornelius. He was a young man
without almost the rudiments of a beard, of simple mien and
foreign manners, appeared to be well aequainted with Spain and
Italy, and spoke the languages of several countries, with as much
fluency as if he had been a native of each. About three months
before his arrival the Scottish Queen had obtained from Elizabeth
a promise that Chartley in Staffordshire, a hounse belonging to the
young Earl of Essex, the son-in-law of Leicester, should be
assigned for ler residence during the winter. Still to her great
disappointment she had been hitherto detained at Tutbury; but
now an order was despatched for her immediate removal, and
Philipps and Gifford followed her separately into Staffordshire,
Philipps to join Paulet at Chartley itself, Gifford to visit the
family of his uncle who resided at the distance of 10 miles from
Chartley.”

The above account by Lingard is not quite accurate, but the
errors in it are not material.

Gilbert had been intended for the church and had been
educated at Douai and Amiens, but having seduced a girl under a
promise of marriage he had been discarded by his family and sent
abroad. In 1580 he was living in Paris, with a small allowance
from his father, which was to cease if he returned to England ; the
gir]l whom he had seduced joined himn afterwards in Paris.

Sir Francis Walsingham, the Queen’s Secretary, had established
an agency for the purpose of intercepting the letters written by
the Roman Catholic refugees abroad, to their friends in England.
These intercepted letters, or copies of them, are now amongst the
State Papers in the Public Record Office,and the following extraets
have been taken from them. On the 5th August, 1580, Gilbert
(xiffard writes to John Giffard, esquire, his father, complaining of his
hard usage in forbidding his brother Edward to speak to him and
turning them both out into the world in.a.state of .poverty.
Edward Giffard at this date was a youth of sixteen years of age.

21st September, 1580. George Gifford writes to his brother
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Giles Giffard, student in New Inn, “thanks him for his letter,
which brings home to him the state of his father’s house: all
study has ceased at Paris by reason of the plague, desires his uncle
Robert may not come to Paris.”

21st September, 1580. The same to his father John Gifford,
“has joyfully received his letters: the great mortality in Paris
obliges them to travel farther into France to a ecity called
Muscyponte (sic) (Pont-a-mousson) in Lorraine; wants money.
Mr. Bayley his tutor has lent him 12 erowns.”

9th October, 1580. Thomas Bayley to Mr. Giles Gifford,
“has lent money to George Gifford on his departure to Ponte-
musson of which he requests repayment. George Gifford will soon
want more money, he is a good youth, but somewhat sickly.”

12th October, 1580. Richard Gifford to George Gifford (written
from Amiens) marvels he has not heard from him for a long time.

A note is added to these papers, stating that these last two
letters were sent by Richard Barrey from Dover Castle on the
24th October, 1580, who says that “he has stayed®* William
Hildesley at Dover on his landing from abroad with Mr.
Middlemore, the nephew of Mr. Middlemore of the Privy
Chamber, who were bearers of letters from many young Papists
abroad to their friends in England.”

The intercepted letters of Gilbert Giffard, in which he
complained of his harsh treatment by his father, and his state of
poverty, no doubt furnished Walsingham with the idea of enlisting
him in his seeret service. When Gilbert made his confession in the
Bishop’s prison in Paris in 1588, and attempted to explain his
dealings with Walsingham, he stated that he had come to Paris
from the college at Rheims, and had made there the acquaintance
of Morgan, and that Morgan had first suggested to him to practise
with the Huguenots of England, and principally with Sir Franecis
Walsingham, that he had gone to England, and had been
apprehended at Rye,® and taken before Walsingham, to whom he
had related all he knew about the Society of Jesus, and that

! He was buried at Brewood on the 17th June, 1585 (Brewood Registors).

2 Le., intercepted.

3 28th December, 1585. Rogers writes to Walsingham from Paris : ¢ Dr. Giffard
is no priest, but has been lately made a deacon. There is news here of his appre-
hension on the coast, which causes great sorrow.” And on the 12th January he

writes again, ‘‘ There is joy that Gilbert Gifford escaped your hands so casily.”
L
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Walsingham had given him 20 gold pieces for this informa-
tion, and that was all the money he had received from him.”

The Thomas Morgan who is mentioned in this confession, was
one of the English refugees in Paris and the most trusted agent of
the Queen of Scots. It will be seen from Morgan’s letter of the
5th October, which is given below, that Gilbert Giffard must
have offered his services to him at this time as an emissary to
open communication with the captive Queen. This was probably
done at the instigation of Walsingham, for the latter was en-
deavouring to establish some means for intercepting the private
correspondence of the Queen with her agents abroad. For this
purpose it was necessary to find someone who would possess
the confidence of the Queen as well as of her Catholic agents,
and no one would be more likely to possess this, than a scion
of a family who were uncompromising Catholics, whose father
had Dbeen imprisoned, and whose estatés had been sequestrated
for persistent recusancy. As Froude says in his history: “So far
as possessing the confidence of the ultra Catholics he was
everything that was to be desired. His father was a < Confessor.’
One of his brothers was the confidant of Parma and aspiring to
regicide,! another was in a position if he conld be prevailed on, to
assist in striking the blow.? He himself was dexterous, subtle,
many tongued and a thoroughly and completely trained pupil of
the Jesuit school. He had already gained the regard of Morgan.
To be trusted by Morgan was to be trusted by the Queen of Scots,
on all sides he was exactly suited to Walsingham’s purpose.”

On the 5th Oectober, 1585, Thomas Morgan writes to the
Queen of Scots from his prison in Paris,® recommending Gilbert

! Froude’s authority for this statement is taken from the confession of Savage,
one of the conspirators, who says in it, “ Mr. George Gifford was practiced by
Parma to kill her Majesty, and Lad received to that attempt, £900”; but Gilbert
Giffard calls this George his cousin (see p. 153). y

? This is in allusion to the brother who is stated fo have been a Gentleman
Pensioner. Elizabeth had many of the younger members of good Catholic families
in her Household, and amongst these were Babington, the conspirator himself.
George Giffard the pensioner was probably identical with the George Giffard of
Weston-under-Edge (see p. 59).

3 The English Government had complained to the French King of the plots
hatched by Morgan in Paris against Queen Elizabeth, ani asked for his extradi-
tion. The French authorities refused the extradition, but to pacify the Queen had
put him into prison. Elizabeth looked upon Morgan as her most dangerous foe.
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Giffard to her as a trustworthy person. He says in his letter,
“many of sondrye natives and honorable members have found
the means to visit me in this undeserved captivity of mine, and
among others there was with me of late one named Gilbert
Gifforde, a Catholick gentleman to me well known. On that he
was brought up in learning of this side the seas many years past,
where I have been alwayes his frend to my power, as I wold be
profitable to all that deserve well. The sayd gentleman retorneth
to his contrye and offered to do me all the frendlye offices he
may do, his father is a Staffordshire man, a gentleman of a good
howse, well frended in that county, but he is at present a prisoner
for our religion in London, and so he hath been for a long time :
the sayd Gilbert Gifford hath an unckle who is also a Catholicke
gentileman and dwelleth within tenne miles or thereabouts of the
place of your continuance. These Giffards be kinsmen and
frendes to Francis and Thomas Throgmorton, and otherwise well
disposed towards your majesty.”!

In another letter of later date he writes to her advising her
“if possible not to go out of Staffordshire which is altogether in
her favor. It was told him that she should have come to
Mr. John Giffords house in Staffordshire, the incommoditie of the
howse will be requited by the serviee of the said Gifford.”?

On the 31st Mareh, 1586, Charles Pagot, one of the English
exiles in Paris and an agent of the Queen of Scots, writes to her
that the conveyor of the letter Gilbert Gifford is very honest and
of a good house, and that his family dwelt in Staffordshire.
Mary, however, did not require this additional assurance, for on
the previous December she had written in cipher to John
Giffard of Chillington (Gilbert’s father) to comsole him for his
afflictions on account of his religion and promising that if ever
she became his sovereign, his and his sons’ services should not be
forgotten.®

! Cecil Papers (printed). Historieal MSS. Commission. Francis Throekmorton
tad been executed for treason in 1584. He was a younger son of Sir George
Throekmorton of Coughton. One of Burghley’s spies on the continent writes to
him in 1593, speaking of Charles Paget, “ His housemate is that traitor, the eldest
of the Throgmortons, and between them both, they bring up Throgmorton’s son,
that was executed, that young imp of impiety, that no doubt will follow his
father, step by step, to the gallows. This young imp told e that he hoped ero
long to see them lose their heads, that condemned his father to death.”

* Ibid. # Lbid.

L 2
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It appears from the next letter of Morgan to the Queen of
Scots, that Gilbert Giffard had informed him that he was in
communication with Walsingham, but with the intention of
serving the Catholic cause. Morgan writes to her under date of
14th April, 1586 :

“Some priests in banishment have entered into conference
with Secretary Walsingham, yet they mean to profit their contry,
and not to serve Walsingham’s turn whatsoever they may promise
him ; he knows two of the priests, one is Gifford, a kinsman nigh
in blood to Francis and Thomas Throgmorton, the other is
Gratley, a sweet soul of Jesus, who reconciled the Earl of
Arundel and many other members.”?

It is now known that Gratley, « the sweet soul of Jesus,” like
Gifford was in the pay of Walsingham. All these letters were
intercepted by that wily minister, were deciphered in his office,
and then passed on to their destination. The originals are now
in the Public Record Office, or amongst the Cecil Papers.

The method of cominunication between the Queen of Scots
and her agents by means of the Burton brewer is well known.
It had been established by Giffard and Walsingham, but when once
in operation, Giffard was no longer needed and was more useful to
Walsingham in Paris. He was therefore sent abroad again to
gather all the information he could from Morgan, and it is very
doubtful whether he was ever acquainted with the conspiracy.?
So great, however, was the confidence which Giffard inspired in
Morgan, the latter entrusted to him the key of the cipher in
which the correspondence was carried on, and the very first letter
which Mary wrote, by the new method of communication, was
the one in cipher to Gilbert’s father which has been named above.

The conspirators were arrested in August, 1586, and seven of
them who were shown to be privy to the plot for assassinating
the Queen were executed in September. Many others had

! Cecil Papers (printed). Historical MSS. Commission. I think it very
possible that Gilbert Giffard played fulse with Walsingham, either for the purpose
of serving his own party, or of obtaining money from both sides.

2 Ballard, the Jesuit Priest, appears to have been the instigator of the con-
spiracy. Lingard has, I think, misapprehended the part which Gilbert Giffard
played in the drama, for he describes him as the anthor of the plot, but as Froude
says, ‘‘ the channel of communication which Gilbert Gifford opened was used by
the conspirators, but it does not appear that Gifford himself was ever trusted with
the secret.”
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been arrested, who were afterwards discharged. A mdno.
amongst the State Papers of August, 1580, states that George
Gifford had been arrested and warrants had been issued to
arrest Babington, Richard Giffard, Gilbert Giffard and the others
who were afterwards executed.

On the discovery of the plot, Gilbert, who in the meantime
had returned to England, fled again to France, to give semblance
to the idea that he was in danger in England, but he did not
escape the vengeance of the Catholics whom he had betrayed, for
his correspondence with Walsingham having been discovered in
the following year he was thrown into prison at Paris, where le
remained till his death in 1590.

Up to that date, however, he was in communication with
Walsingham and his secretaries. In August, 1586, he writes to
Thomas Phelippes, the decipherer of Walsingham, “ As they have
discovered all, he is in great disgrace with them, and he cannot
read his letter as he left his cipher behind him.” In the first
sentenee he must allude to the confession of the conspirators.
In his confession Savage stated that he was persnaded to
join in the conspiracy by Gilbert Giffard, and by Dr. William
Giffard,? but as Lingard says in a note, “Such confessions
deserve little credit, and this one in particular contains much
that appears very questionable.” The fact is all these con-
fessions were made under fear of torture, and the prisoners
inserted much that was doubtful or taken on hearsay, with
a view of making them as full as possible, and to save them-
selves from the rack. Walsingham too, who was never sure
of his agents, was glad to obtain incriminating evidence against
thern even if it was of a doubtful character. In this way their
lives were at his merey if they played him false.

In March, 1587, Thomas Phelippes writes to Gilbert Gifford,
“the Queen and Secretary Walsyngham were assured of his loyal
attention and have promised him a pension of £100 a year,
frequent intelligence was expected from him, as upon the late
accident of the Queen of Scots death, there had been an arrival
of disaffected persons from England or Scotland.”

! State Papers. Rolls Series.

2 This Dr. William Giffard was one of the Jesuit Fathers in high esteem at
Rome and was afterwards Archbishop of Rheims.

3 State Papers. Rolls Series.
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Alary Queen of Scots had been beheaded in the previous
month.

On the 9th March, 1587, Gilbert Giffard writes to Henry
Willsden, the Secretary of Walsingham, to say that “since his last
letter he has retired to Rheims, the faet of the Queen of Scots
death having raised so many disputes.” At this time he was
evidently afraid of assassination, see his letter to Throgmorton on
p- 153.

At Rheims, however, he was of no use to Walsingham, and on
the 26th April, Gilbert Giffard writes to Phelippes that “ according
o his wishes he had repaired to Paris.”

In another letter he says, that on his way from Rheims he had
met with Wolseley, and had had a eonference with Morgan, who
said he “never would forsake the King of Scots.”

The Wolseley here mentioned is Erasmus Wolseley, who Lad
married Cassandra Giffard, the aunt of Gilbert. He was one of the
Recusants who had retired to Franee and his estates had been
sequestered.?

In June, 1587, Thomas Phelippes sends 150 crowns to Gilbert
Gifford, with a new cipher, and orders him “ to praetice with the
agents of foreign princes, specially with the Nuncio, Mr. Paget,
Morgan, Fitzherbert and others. He marvels that Gifford had not
mentioned Morgan’s treaty with the Queen Mother.”

On the 7th September, 1587, Thomas Phelippes writes to Gilbert
giving him direetions how to exeuse himself “ for not diseovering
those who dealt for the Queen of Scots.”

The meaning of this letter is not quite clear from the short
abstract of it in the Calendar of the State Papers, but it looks as
if Gilbert had tried to screen the conspirators. I think it, however,
clear that Gilbert Giffard never knew the contents of the letters
which passed between the Queen of Scots and the conspirators,
his funection being merely to establish the means of eommunica-
tion between them. -

On the 15th December, 1587, Sir Edward Stafford, the English
ambassador at Paris, writes to Walsingham, “I stayed the bearer,
hoping torecovereertain papers and ciphers taken at Gilbert Gifford’s

1 State Papers. 2 Recusant Roll, No. 1.
3 State Papers.
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chamber, since he was apprehended with an English quean.! I
hear that there are some papers discovered of the death of the
Queen of Scots, and of the apprehension of the gentlemen who
were executed, which they thought to make great profit of to Her
Majesty’s dishonour. They say they have found out that he
kept intelligence with Her Majesty by Philippes’ means. I have
set divers ways to give him warning of the taking of his papers,
which as yet he does not know, as also to keep his tongue and not
betray himself.”

A few days later, Stafford writes :—

“I wrote you of the taking of Giftord the priest, for whom I
have done what I could to help him. I did not care how, if he
had not discovered? that I offered him favor, and he refused it
himself, thinking to gain favor and thereby save himself. If I
could have helped him I would have spared nothing, because his
examination and confession may give subjeet to Her Majesty’s
enemies to procure a scandalous opinion to be conceived of Ler and
her Council, as they mean to turn a letter or two and especially
one of Phelippes to him, so as to prove that he was the setter on
of the gentlemen who were executed for that enterprise of the
Queen of Scots, and then to discover them, and that he was
practised to this by you and Phelippes, and they would fain have
it with Her Majesty’s knowledge. He has shown himself the
most notable treble villain that ever lived, for he has played upon
all the hands in the world. I have sent you copies of his answers
of which I have the originals, whereby you may see how vilely he
dealt with me to say that the billet was safe, yet by word of mouth
sent me word that it was burnt when it was shewn me by one that
gave me warning before his letter came to me.

“I send you a copy of a letter which he wrote in prison to
Throgmorton, whereby you will see what a villain he is. I have
not the original, as he that brought it dared not be known to have
shown it to me, but upon my credit, it is word for word. Grimstone
copied it while he was talking to me: he has promised to do what
he can to get it into his hands by stealth after he has rendered it,

! This must be the unfortunate girl whom he had seduced. Froude has turned
this sentence into a stutement that Gifford “ was discovered in a brothel.” In his
effort to be picturesque, Froude is often very inaccurate.

# The word “ discover” in Elizabethan phraseology, means to “ divulge.”
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